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NEW DELHI: India is rejoicing over news that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has brokered
deals with US officials to bring New Delhi
closer to its long-held dream of joining an
elite group of nations allowed to control the
global trade in nuclear materials, equipment
and technology. Newspapers have run daily
front-page stories heralding progress on the
nuclear front after President Barack Obama
came out in support of Indian membership in

the Nuclear Suppliers Group, which led other
nations including Mexico and Switzerland to
suggest they, too, were on board. 

Diplomats in Vienna suggested Thursday
that India is closer than ever to joining the
NSG, despite never fulfilling the requirement
of signing a global treaty aimed at prevent-
ing the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
weapons technology. But would India’s entry
into the club make any difference? Some

analysts say no, at least not from a technical
standpoint. India has already managed to
secure access to nuclear fuel and technology
to build power plants it says it needs to
boost energy capacity and drive economic
growth for the nation of 1.25 billion people.

Analysts say joining the NSG is chiefly a
matter of pride and desire to be taken seri-
ously by some of the world’s most powerful
nations. Since prompting international tech-
nology sanctions and limits on exports by
conducting nuclear tests in 1998, India has
been eager to gain legitimacy as a nuclear
power. “In practical terms, there is nothing
extra that the NSG will give India other than
a seat at the nuclear high table,” said Rakesh
Sood, a retired diplomat closely associated
with India’s nuclear negotiations over the
past decade.

India already has deals with more than
eight countries for supplies of uranium, and
has signed agreements for reactors with
France, Russia and the United States. Last
week’s reported nuclear breakthroughs were
seen as a major point of progress for Modi,
who has placed new urgency on India’s
nuclear ambitions with the aim of vastly
expanding atomic power to account for
about half of the country’s total electricity
supply by 2050. Nuclear power is one way
India, the third-biggest emitter of green-
house gases, could cut its emissions and
reduce air pollution from coal-fired power
plants.

Progress stalled
India scored a major victory in 2008, under

Modi’s predecessor, by securing a waiver from
Washington allowing it access to nuclear
technology and fuel despite its refusal to sign
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. But
progress in deals to build new nuclear plants
since then has stalled. For months, Indian offi-
cials have crisscrossed the globe to gather
support for New Delhi’s entry into the NSG,
the 48-member group that controls access to
technology used in making atomic weapons.

Ironically, the group was set up in response
to India’s own clandestine nuclear test in 1974,
which made New Delhi something of a pariah
in the West. Joining the club requires the
unanimous approval of all members. Analysts
said Modi is anxious to secure NSG member-
ship while Obama is still in office, after years of
receiving support from his administration. “It’s
a matter of timing. A crescendo is building up;
now is the time to clinch it,” said Sheel Kant
Sharma, a former Indian ambassador to
Vienna, Austria. “Tactically and strategically it’s
time for India to be on the side of those who
control technology.”

This week, Obama hailed India’s member-
ship in the Missile Technology Control Regime,
a group that restricts the export of missiles
and their delivery systems. Officials also
reported progress in resolving an impasse
over an Indian liability law passed in 2010 that
makes builders of nuclear plants in India finan-
cially responsible for any accidents that might

occur, with efforts to negotiate a multimillion-
dollar insurance fund to cover any accidents.

Solution 
The workaround solution seems to be

ameliorating concerns; the Toshiba-backed
US energy giant Westinghouse Electric Co
said this week it is finalizing a contract to
build six nuclear reactors in southern India.
India continues to refuse to sign the nonpro-
liferation treaty, arguing that it is discrimina-
tory since it defines nuclear weapon states as
those that tested nuclear devices before Jan
1967 - which would disqualify India from ever
becoming a member.

Nevertheless, Obama called on govern-
ments participating in the NSG to support
India’s application to the group when it meets
later this month in Seoul, South Korea. On
Thursday, two diplomats at an NSG meeting
in Vienna said resistance from New Zealand,
Ireland, Turkey, South Africa and Austria had
softened, though China remained opposed.
The diplomats demanded anonymity in
exchange for speaking to AP because they
were not authorized to talk about the sub-
stance of the closed session.

India’s admission to the nuclear club is fur-
ther complicated because Pakistan, its archri-
val, also wants to join. On Thursday, the Dawn
newspaper in Islamabad reported that the
Pakistani government had formally asked the
Obama administration and Congress for their
support.  —AP

India’s bid to join NSG a point of pride

KAZIRANGA, India: In this April 14, 2016 photo, a forest official shows shell
casings that were recovered from a site where a rhinoceros was killed by
poachers with AK-47 at Kaziranga National Park. —AP

DHAK A: Bangladesh pol ice
have arrested more than 3,000
people in a sweeping nation-
wide crackdown fol lowing a
spate of  gruesome murders,
they said yesterday,  as  the
prime minister vowed to catch
“each and every killer”. Those
detained include 37 suspected
Islamist militants and hundreds
of potential criminals who pre-

viously had warrants out against
them, as well as several hundred
ordinar y arrests,  police said.
Bangladesh is reeling from a
wave of brutal killings that have
spiked in recent weeks,  with
rel igious minorit ies,  secular
thinkers and liberal activists the
chief targets.

“We have arrested 3,155 peo-
ple including 37 Islamist mili-
tants as part of the special drive

over the last 24 hours,” A K M
Shahidur  R ahman,  deputy
police inspector general told
AFP. “The militants included 27
members of  Jamayetul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB),”
he said. The JMB is one of the
main domestic militant outfits
blamed by the government,
which rejec ts  c la ims from
Islamic State group and a South

Asian branch of Al-Qaeda that
they are behind the killings.

The country’s Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina told a meeting of
her ruling Awami League party
yesterday that  pol ice would
stamp out the violence. “It may
take time, but God willing, we
will be able to bring them under
control,” Hasina told a meeting
of her ruling Awami League par-
ty yesterday. “ Where will  the

criminals hide? Each and every
killer will be brought to book as
we did after the 2015 mayhem,”
she said, referring to a deadly
transpor t  block ade last  year
organized by opposition parties.

However, Bangladesh opposi-
t ion par t ies  immediately
accused the police of using the
crackdown to suppress political
dissent. “Hundreds of opposi-

tion activists have been arrested
in the police drive,” Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) secretary
general Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
told AFP. “In the name of the
crackdown against Islamist mili-
tants, many ordinary and inno-
cent people are being detained.”
Hasina has accused the BNP and
the country ’s largest Islamist
par ty,  Jamaat- e - Is lami,  of
orchestrating the attacks after

they failed to topple the gov-
ernment in last year’s transport
blockade. 

JMB Arrests 
Police detained some 350

people in the country’s second-
largest city of Chittagong and
its  surrounding areas.  They
include one suspect in the mur-
der of Mahmuda Begum, the
wife of a top anti-terror police
officer who was fatally stabbed
and shot last weekend. Her hus-
band had led several high-pro-
file operations against the JMB
in Chittagong and her killing
prompted the police to vow to
catch her killers. “We suspect
Shahjahan Robin as the prime
offender in the murder of (anti-
terror  off icer)  Babul  Akter ’s
wife,” Chittagong police chief
Iqbal Bahar told AFP.

In recent  days an elderly
Hindu priest was found nearly
decapitated in a rice field, while
a Christian grocer was hacked to
death near  a  church,  with
Islamic State group claiming
responsibility for the killings. A
Hindu monastery worker was
found hacked to death Friday in
the nor thwestern distr ic t  of
Pabna.  Pol ice have targeted
domestic militant outfits, how-
ever, specifically the JMB, with
five members of the group shot
dead in gun battles this week.

Nine members of  the JMB
were arrested in R ajshahi ,
Shariful Islam, a police inspector
in the northwestern district said
yesterday. Several attacks have
occurred in the district includ-
ing the killing of a liberal profes-
sor  in  Apri l .  As  wel l  as  the
arrests,  police said they had
seized nearly 1,000 motorcycles
across the country. Motorbikes
have been used in many of the
attacks, with the government
recently announcing a ban on
motorc ycl ists  carr ying more
than one passenger.  —AFP

3,000 arrested in Bangladesh 

as PM vows to catch killers
Oppn accuses govt of suppressing political dissent

DHAKA: This Feb 20, 2016 file photo shows local residents watching a police raid on a building. —AP

GAUHATI, India: The newly elected gov-
ernment of the northeast Indian state of
Assam has launched plans to crack down
on the poaching of the area’s famed one-
horned rhinos.  The state’s Kaziranga
National Park is  home to the world’s
largest population of the rare rhinos, with
more than 2,000 of the species. While
overall poaching deaths have dropped
over the last few years, a series of rhino
killings this year has led the new govern-
ment to renew anti-poaching efforts.

The state’s new environment minister,
Pramila Rani Brahma, said Saturday that
local police have been asked to join the
offensive against poaching. Previously,
Kaziranga’s forest rangers and anti-poach-
ing staff handled this responsibility on
their own. Brahma said allegations that
some park staff may be involved in the
trade in rhino parts were also being inves-
tigated. On Tuesday, as Brahma and other
officials visited Kaziranga to discuss the
threat of poaching, a female rhino was

shot dead by poachers in the vicinity.
In April, poachers killed a rhino at the

480-sq-km park hours after a visit by
Britain’s Prince William and his wife, Kate.
The royal couple had spent several hours
at Kaziranga in hopes of drawing attention
to the plight of endangered animals,
including the park’s one-horned rhinos. All
five of the world’s rhino species are under
constant threat from poachers seeking
their horns to sell on the black market.
Demand is high in countries such as China
and Vietnam, where people mistakenly
believe consuming rhino horns can
increase male potency. It does not.

This year, eight rhinos in Kaziranga
have been killed for their horns, after 17
were poached in 2015.  Despite the
threats, Kaziranga is a conservation suc-
cess story. The reserve had 75 rhinos in
1905. In 1966, the number of rhinos in
Kaziranga was put at 366. According to a
2015 estimate, the number has risen to
2,401. —AP
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SEOUL:  Operators  of  the AC T col lege
entrance exam yesterday canceled the tests
for students in South Korea and Hong Kong
at the last moment over what they said was
a verified breach of test materials. The can-
cellation affected about 5,500 test takers
who will receive refunds of test fees, accord-
ing to ACT spokesman Edward Colby, who
said the company believes it was the first
time the exam was canceled for an entire
country.

The ACT, an Iowa-based nonprofit organ-
ization, had planned to administer the tests
at 56 different locations in South Korea and
Hong Kong on Saturday morning. The ACT
decided to cancel the test soon after it
received “credible evidence” that the test
materials had been leaked, Colby said. “We
are extremely concerned about any activi-
ties that could impact the fairness and
integrity  of  the test .  When individuals
attempt to profit by stealing test materials
and selling them, it can hurt thousands of

students who did nothing wrong, as it has
in this case,” Colby said in an email conver-
sation.

Colby said he couldn’t  comment on
when and how the test materials might
have been leaked because the incident is
still under investigation. He said the ACT
exams will be administered in South Korea
and Hong Kong again in September. The
sudden cancellation of the exam caused
confusion in South Korea, where many stu-
dents didn’t know of the decision until they
arrived at the test sites, according to teach-
ers from private “cram schools” in affluent
southern Seoul that specialize in preparing
students for the tests.

ACT emails notifying students of the can-
cellations didn’t reach inboxes until nearly 7
am, an hour before students were to arrive
at test sites, they said. “It’s frustrating for
students, including those who had been
planning to use the scores for early decision
admissions at  US schools,” said a cram

school teacher who had prepared four stu-
dents to take the test. She spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity out of fear she might
anger her clients if she allowed her name to
be used.

“Parents have asked whether they should
prepare their kids to take the exams in oth-
er  countr ies  l ike Japan in the future,
because they are worried that the cheating
problems could reoccur here, as it had with
the SATs,” she said. South Korea has strug-
gled to clamp down on cheating on stan-
dardized English and college admission
tests  and s imilar  problems have been
repor ted in other Asian countries.  The
College Board, the New York-based testing
firm that oversees the SAT college entrance
exams, canceled tests in China and Macau
in January over concerns that some stu-
dents  had seen copies  of  the tests  in
advance. The College Board was forced to
cancel SATs in South Korea in 2013 for simi-
lar reasons. —AP
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WASHINGTON: In this June 7, 2016, file photo, US President Barack
Obama and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands before
their meeting in the Oval Office of the White House. —AP

BANGKOK: A passenger van overturned
and caught fire on a highway in Thailand,
killing 11 school teachers inside, news
reports said yesterday. The Nation newspa-
per said the teachers were trapped in the
burning vehicle after the Friday night crash
on a highway in Chonburi, southeast of
Bangkok. The Khaosod newspaper said the
victims were schoolteachers. The Nation
reported the driver lost control after one of
the tyres of the van burst. It quoted the inte-
rior ministry’s disaster management depart-
ment as saying that four people managed to
get out of the van before it burst into flames. 

Photos published in local media showed
the toppled vehicle engulfed in flames on

the side of the road. The passengers were
from a small private elementary school in
eastern Bangkok. A school employee told
AFP the school’s director was driving the
vehicle and was among the injured. Despite
relatively good infrastructure, Thailand has
the second most dangerous roads in the
world in terms of per capita deaths, accord-
ing to data collected by the World Health
Organization (WHO) in a 2015 report.
Speeding and other traffic violations are
common and law enforcement on the high-
ways is lax. The WHO estimates about 24,000
people die each year in traffic accidents on
Thailand’s roads. Only Libya records a greater
number of fatalities per capita.   —Agencies 

11 school teachers killed 

in Thailand road crash

CAIRO: Al-Qaeda leader Ayman Al-Zawahiri, in an
online audio message, pledged allegiance to the
new head of the Afghan Taleban, who was appoint-
ed last month after his predecessor was killed in a
US drone strike. The veteran Islamist militant
became Al-Qaeda’s leader after US Navy Seals killed
Osama bin Laden in Pakistan in 2011, and he is
thought to be hiding in the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border region, having been based there since the
late 1990s.

“As leader of the Al-Qaeda organization for jihad,
I extend my pledge of allegiance once again, the
approach of Osama to invite the Muslim nation to
support the Islamic Emirate,” Zawahiri said in a 14

minute recording. During its years in power, from
1996 to 2001, the Taleban established the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, and it has been fighting an
insurgency since to regain control of the country.
The authenticity of the recording could not be
immediately verified.

Haibatullah Akhundzada, Islamic legal scholar who
was one of former leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour’s
deputies, was appointed a few days after Mansour was
killed by a US drone attack in a remote border area just
inside Pakistan. Since Zawahiri, an Egyptian doctor-
turned-militant, succeeded bin Laden, Al-Qaeda has
lost ground to Islamic State in the leadership of the
global jihadist movement. —Reuters
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