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Non-jihadist rebels say Iran’s strong military inter-
vention on the side of Assad, alongside its backing of
other Shiite militias, is fuelling the sectarian dimension
of the nearly six-year Syrian civil war by drawing even
more radical foreign Sunni jihadists into the country.

Separately, US-backed Syrian forces made new terri-
torial gains against Islamic State yesterday, moving clos-
er to another of its major strongholds in northern Syria,
according to the monitoring group. The Observatory

said the Syria Democratic Forces (SDF), bringing togeth-
er Kurdish and Arab fighters, were now almost 17 km
(10 miles) from the city of Al-Bab, an Islamic State
stronghold north east of Aleppo. The SDF on Friday cut
off the last route into the encircled town of Manbij from
Al-Bab after over a week of advances around that area,
allowing it to lay siege to the large town from all direc-
tions, the monitor said. In other frontlines in northern
Syria, two rebel sources said Russian and Syrian jets
stepped up their relentless aerial bombing of their posi-
tions in the northern city of Aleppo. — Reuters

IS suicide bombers kill 20 outside Syria...
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the young singer “a loved member of our family”.
“There are no words. We lost a beautiful soul w/ an amaz-
ing voice,” it said after her death was confirmed. Adam
Levine, the singer whose team she performed with on
the program, posted a picture of himself with her on his
Instagram account after the incident when the singer
was taken wounded but still alive to the hospital. 

“I’m sad, shocked and confused. We love you so much
Grimmie. We are all praying hard that you can pull
through this... this just isn’t fair,” he wrote, before news of
her death became public. Fans posted video clips on
social media of her performances, including her cover of
Miley Cyrus’s “Wrecking Ball” during a blind audition on
“The Voice”. A New Jersey native, Grimmie first gained
public attention with moving covers of hit songs in
videos viewed by millions on YouTube. — AFP 

‘The Voice’ star killed in US shooting
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Unemployment has risen dramatically to reach
around 45 percent-one of the highest in the world-forc-
ing many children to become bread-winners. On
Sunday, the International Labor Organization marks
World Day Against Child Labor, an initiative that has
seen the number of child laborers drop to 168 million
from 246 million in 2000.

But in Gaza the trend has been upward. According to
Palestinian estimates, child labor has doubled over the
past five years, with 9,700 children aged between 10 and
17 now working in the enclave. “My father is unem-
ployed, he used to gather stones and scrap metal... but
now I work,” said Ibrahim who earns about 20 shekels ($5)
a day-toiling six to 12 hours-to feed his family of nine. The
boy, who looks much older than his age, said he and his
father used to transport their find on a donkey-drawn
cart “but the donkey died”.

All day long, often under a searing sun or howling
wind, boys like Walid and Ibrahim scour flashpoint Beit
Lahiya-near the border fence with Israel in northern
Gaza-for scrap to sell to recycling firms. The area is attrac-
tive because of potential finds of lead from Israeli muni-
tions, but also carries the risk of drawing gunfire from
border guards. “Most of the children who work do so in
neighborhoods along the border fence, and these are the
poorest areas,” said psychologist Aida Kassab from the

Gaza Community Mental Health Program.
“Sometimes these children are only five and yet they

are forced to do a job which is not appropriate for their
age, their physical or psychological state,” said Kassab.
Akram Saeed, 14, said he spent years gathering scrap but
now he wants out and would like to “learn a useful skill”
to improve the lot of his four siblings and parents.

Help came in the form of a Swiss children’s relief
agency, Terre des Hommes, which helps families send
their children back to school or to attend vocational
courses. “The phenomenon of children who work reflects
the economic and social situation of the Gaza Strip,” said
Khitam Abu Hamad, who represents the NGO in Gaza.
“There is no job market in Gaza,” she said. Palestinian law
bans children under 15 from working but “it is rarely
applied”, said Iyad Abu Hujayr of the Palestinian Centre
for Democracy and Conflict Resolution.

He said enforcement has been hampered by divi-
sions between the Islamist movement Hamas, which
rules Gaza, and the West Bank-based Palestinian
Authority. These divisions have also allowed abuse by
some employers who often force children to work a 12-
hour day for as little as 20 shekels, he said. And the situ-
ation is far from improving, said Hyam Al-Jarjawi, who is
in charge of children’s affairs at the Hamas-run ministry
of social affairs. With each war, “there is more poverty
and the more the number of child laborers increases”,
she said. — AFP 

Wars and poverty force Gaza children...

YONKERS: After months of searching to find a home for
their mosque, a Muslim group settled on a century-old,
three-story Tudor in a leafy neighborhood of a New York
suburb, a fixer upper they say would be perfect with the
right renovations. But not long after the sale went
through last year, neighbors thought it was perfect just
the way it was. A neighborhood group filed an applica-
tion to have the building designated a city landmark
and won final approval last month, meaning any exteri-
or renovations will now have to go through a time-con-
suming permission process.

While city officials insisted the landmark status
wouldn’t prevent the home being used as a mosque,
the Muslim organization saw something more sinister.
“We feel that we are being targeted,” said Arshad
Shariff, chairman of the Islamic Community Center of
Mid-Westchester. “And unnecessary obstacles and hin-
drances are being placed because we are Muslim.” It’s
a refrain that’s been heard around the country, from
Muslims who say they have faced all kinds of zoning
and other obstacles as they ’ve tried to build or
expand mosques. 

Some of the conflicts have gone to court, under the
Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, a
federal law passed in 2000 that forbids using zoning
laws in such a way. Among the most high-profile of the
controversies was over plans for an Islamic center to be
built in the vicinity of New York City’s World Trade
Center site, which was dubbed the “Ground Zero
mosque” in 2010 by opponents. More recently, a Muslim
group in Basking Ridge, New Jersey, has been facing
zoning and other obstacles for several years over its
plan to build a mosque, resulting in a federal lawsuit
against the town’s planning board.

Earlier this year, officials in Lexington, Kentucky, sued
the local mosque, saying it was violating zoning ordi-
nances with its plans to renovate the property and
expand to an adjacent building. Houses of worship from
all faiths can and do face issues related to their land
usage, said Luke Goodrich, deputy general counsel at
The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. Communities
don’t like them for a number of reasons, either because

of the crowds they can bring or the lack of tax revenue,
or sometimes because of bias against the faith in ques-
tion, he said.

But Muslims have faced a disproportionate amount
of those issues. A Department of Justice review of the
law since its inception found that in its first 10 years, 15
percent of the cases brought by the  department’s Civil
Rights division under the religious land use act involved
mosques or Islamic schools, a percentage that has
increased to more than 25 percent of the case load in
the following four years. Muslims make up an estimated
1 percent of the population. 

Naeem Baig, president of the Islamic Circle of North
America, a grassroots Muslim outreach group, says that
backlash has been fueled by anti-Muslim rhetoric has
become more prevalent in the mainstream in recent
years. “Where people see a mosque coming into a
neighborhood or community, they’re not seeing it as
fellow Americans who happen to be Muslim,” he said.

In Yonkers, Islamic Community Center leader Shariff
said the dispute with the city has delayed the opening
of the mosque indefinitely. Shariff said the group never
planned major changes to the exterior of the $750,000
home to make it a mosque - no minarets, no loudspeak-
ers issuing the call to prayer. It primarily wanted to add
an entrance ramp for handicapped visitors and another
entrance, and some kind of signage indicating that it
was a mosque. Shariff said they had met with city offi-
cials before the sale went through to ask if there was
any historical significance to the property, and were
told there were no records indicating any.

In a statement announcing the landmark designa-
tion last month, Mayor Mike Spano said the home was
significant because it was one of the original homes to
be built in the city’s historic Colonial Heights section.
Spano’s office declined repeated requests for additional
comment, and a telephone number for the neighbor-
hood organization that started the landmark applica-
tion, the Colonial Heights Association of Taxpayers,
could not be found. “It’s important for the neighbors to
understand we are their neighbors,” Shariff said. “We are
part of the American fabric.” — AP 

US Muslims see anti-mosque 

bias in ‘landmark’ decision

NEW YORK: A house in Yonkers, NY that the Islamic Community Center of Mid-Weschester hopes to convert
into a mosque is seen in this photo.  The Islamic Community Center faces hurdles now that the home they
purchased has been given a historic landmark designation limiting how it can be altered. — AP 
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Prophetic traditions 
Abu Mousa Al-Ash’Ari (Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH)

companion) narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said,
“None is more patient than God against the harmful and
annoying words He hears (from the people).  They ascribe
children to Him, yet He bestows upon them health and
provisions.” (Al-Bukhari 7,378). In this Hadith, the Prophet
(PBUH) informs us that some people ascribe children to
God Almighty, yet He continues to give them sustenance
as well as provide them with good health. 

He also leaves the door of repentance wide open to
them before death. If anyone of them repents sincerely
before death, then Allah (SWT) would accept his repen-
tance and forgive him categorically. It would be extreme-
ly difficult for a human-being to forgive people who con-
tinuously blaspheme and falsely accuse him of vices,
while he continues to feed and help them. If God our cre-
ator is ready to forgive even those who ascribe children
to Him, what about human beings - why shouldn’t they
forgive?

Anas Bin Malik (Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) com-
panions) reported thus: “I was walking with the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) who was wearing a Najrani
cloak with a very thick border when a Bedouin chanced
upon him. He took hold of the side of the Prophet’s cloak
and pulled it violently. I noticed that the severity of that
pulling had bruised the neck of the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH). The Bedouin said, “O Muhammad! Give me
something from Allah’s wealth that you are keeping.” 

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) turned to him and
smiled. He then ordered his companions to give him
something. (Al-Bukhari 7378 or Volume 9, Hadeeth No
473). Imagine a person of Muhammad’s caliber, who was
revered by all his companions as well as some non-
Muslims, and someone disrespects him in front of his
bona-fide companions! Had he ordered his companions
to take revenge on his behalf, they would have done it.
However, he chose to forgive. 

Moreover, he gave the Bedouin what he was asking

for. Who can do that in our world today? Only a few
devout pious human-beings can do that. Not only did
the Prophet (PBUH) forgive the Bedouin, but he also
ordered those in charge of the Muslim treasury to give
him something. This an extraordinary lesson that
Muslims ought to learn from the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH).  

Abdullah Bin Abbas (Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH)
companion) said, “Uyaina bin Hisn bin Hudhaifa bin Badr
came and stayed in Medina being hosted by his nephew
- Al-Hurr bin Qais bin Hisn - who was one of those whom
Umar used to keep near him among those who memo-
rized the entire Quran by heart. They used to be consid-
ered respectfully in Umar’s meetings as his advisors both
old and young. Uyaina said to his nephew, “O my
nephew! Does this chief (alluding to Umar) hold you in
high regard? If yes, then please ask him to permit me to
see him.” 

His nephew said, “I will get the permission for you to
see him.” (Ibn Abbas added), “So he took the permission
for Uyaina, and when the latter entered, he said, “O son of
Al-Khattab! By Allah, you neither give us sufficient provi-
sions nor judge among us with justice.” Upon hearing
that, Umar became so furious and angry that he intend-
ed to harm him in revenge. Al-Hurr said, “O leader of the
Believers!” Allah said to His Apostle, ‘Hold to forgiveness,
command what is good and right, and leave the foolish
(ie do not punish them).’ (7: 199) This person is among the
foolish people.” By Allah, Umar did not overlook that
verse when Al-Hurr recited it to him, for he (Umar) was
famous for observing the commandments of Allah strict-
ly as well as putting them into consideration.” (Al-Bukhari
7,286)

Courtesy of the TIES Center: The TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educational
services that promote a positive and productive role in soci-
ety, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and interfaith
interactions that promote social solidarity. For more infor-
mation, please call 25231015/6 or e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net 

Forgiveness in Ramadan


