
TOKYO: Japan midfielder Hiroshi Kiyotake vowed yesterday to nail down a
first-team place at Spanish side Sevilla after agreeing a four-year deal with
the Europa League champions. “I know there will be fierce competition for
places,” the 26-year-old said at a charity event in tsunami-hit Fukushima pre-
fecture. “But I’ll fight for my place with the conviction that I’ll
make it. “Being able to play in the Champions League
was obviously key (to choosing Sevilla),” added the
Kyushu-born Kiyotake, who will move to La Liga
after spells at German clubs Nuremberg and
Hannover. “The offer came at a good time with
the World Cup in two years.” Kiyotake is set to
join Sevilla for a reported 6.5 million euros ($7.3
million), subject to a medical next week. He has
twice suffered metatarsal breaks in the past year
but has established himself as a regular in the
Japan side. Sevilla won their third successive
Europa League title last month by beating Liverpool
3-1 in Basel to qualify for next season’s Champions
League.  — AFP 
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SAINT-MARTIN-DE-R…: Chelsea forward Pedro Rodriguez
insisted Saturday that Spain’s quest to win an unprecedent-
ed third consecutive European Championship will not be
blown off course by sex scandal claims against goalkeeper
David De Gea. The Eldiario.es news website reported wit-
ness testimony that alleged De Gea organised a party at
which women were forced to have sex with two footballers.
The Manchester United stopper fiercely denied the claims
as “a lie”. “David is very well, I see him training calmly and
he was calm when we spoke about the subject,” Pedro said.
De Gea is battling Spain captain Iker Casillas for a start
when the holders open their Euro campaign against the
Czech Republic tomorrow. Spain coach Vicente del Bosque
explained De Gea had met with the rest of the squad on
Friday to stress his innocence and was given his full back-
ing. “We are with him, we need to support him. We are
calm, as is he and this will not destabilise us,” Pedro said.
“He has a cool head and that is the most important thing
for the group. —AP

De Gea scandal won’t 
destabilise Spain

LAGOS: Shaibu Amodu, who had nine different spells as
coach of Nigeria, has died suddenly, the country’s foot-

ball federation said yesterday. Amodu, 58, was the
Nigeria Football Federation’s (NFF) technical director
and his death came days after that of former national
team captain and coach Stephen Keshi on Tuesday
from a suspected heart attack. The NFF said Amodu
complained of chest pains on Friday night and passed

away in his sleep. All but two of Amodu’s nine differ-
ent spells as coach of Nigeria were as a caretaker

after working as an assistant to a myriad of
expatriate trainers. Amodu qualified Nigeria
for the 2002 World Cup finals but was fired
just months before the tournament in Asia
after only reaching the semi-finals of the
African Nations Cup. He also led Nigeria to
the 2010 World Cup finals but was axed in
favour of Sven-Goran Eriksson.  — Reuters

Former Nigeria coach 
Amodu dies aged 58

Japan’s Kiyotake targets 
Spanish breakthrough

Kershaw strikes out 13, wins 7th straight by beating Giants
SAN FRANCISCO: San Francisco Giants’ Buster Posey, left, drives in a run with a double against the Los Angeles Dodgers during the sixth inning of a baseball game Friday, in San Francisco.  —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Clayton Kershaw struck out 13
in eight innings, Justin Turner hit a go ahead
homer in the ninth and the Los Angeles Dodgers
beat the San Francisco Giants 3-2 on Friday
night. Kershaw (9-1) outdueled Johnny Cueto to
improve to 7-0 over his last eight starts, and with
82 strikeouts to just three walks during that
stretch since an April 26 loss to Miami. He is 3-0
in six road starts. Turner hit a 2-1 pitch from
Santiago Casilla (1-2) to left field to start the
ninth and the Dodgers shaved a game off the
Giants’ NL West lead to pull within three - though
both clubs know this race surely will be decided
down the stretch. The Dodgers have won the last
five games against the Giants when Kershaw
pitches, and the lefty is 18-7 in 33 starts facing
rival San Francisco.

CARDINALS 9. PIRATES 3, 12 INNINGS
Pitcher Adam Wainwright, pinch-hitting

because St. Louis was out of positon players, hit a
two-run, two-out double to spark a six-run 12th
inning in the Cardinals’ victory over Pittsburgh.
Wainwright batted for reliever Jonathan Broxton
after Matt Carpenter drew a two-out walk from
Juan Nicasio and Pirates manager Clint Hurdle
decided to intentionally walk Alemdys Diaz to
bring up Broxton’s spot in the order. Wainwright
followed with a drive to the gap in left-center to
score both runners. He is hitting .261 this season,
going 6 for 23 with four doubles, one triple and
one home run. The Cardinals added four more
runs. Matt Adams hit an RBI double to extend his
hitting streak to 10 games and scored on Jhonny
Peralta’s single. Brandon Moss’ two-run homer, his
14th, capped the outburst. Broxton (1-0) pitched
two scoreless innings to help the Cardinals (33-
28) win for the fifth time in six games. Nicasio (5-
5) was charged with six runs in one inning after
beating the New York Mets in the second game of
a doubleheader Tuesday when he allowed one
run in five innings as a starter.

MARINERS 7, RANGERS 5
Dae-Ho Lee hit two home runs, including a

three-run blast off starter Derek Holland, and
Seattle beat Texas. Hisashi Iwakuma (5-5) allowed
three runs - all on solo home runs - over seven
innings for Seattle. Steve Cishek earned a four-
out save, his 14th of the season. Lee gave the
Mariners the early lead with a solo shot off
Holland (5-5) in the second inning. A leadoff walk
to Robinson Cano and single by Nelson Cruz set
the stage for Lee’s second blast. He crushed a
slider from Holland to nearly the same spot over
the wall in center field to give the Mariners a 4-1
lead. Lee’s four RBIs match a career high.

NATIONALS 9, PHILLIES 6
Stephen Strasburg struck out 10 and won his

13th straight decision despite a rocky beginning,
and Washington overcame a four-run deficit to
beat Philadelphia. The Nationals scored in five
straight innings after trailing 4-0 in the third.

Wilson Ramos, Stephen Drew and Danny
Espinosa homered off Jeremy Hellickson (4-4),
and Daniel Murphy drove in three runs. Tommy
Joseph homered twice for the Phillies. They have
lost 11 of 14. Strasburg (10-0) labored early but
finished strong, retiring the final 14 batters he
faced after Joseph’s two-run homer in the third.
The right-hander allowed four runs, five hits with
one walk over seven innings. Strasburg’s winning
streak, already a franchise record, matches the
longest in D.C.  baseball history since Walter
Johnson won 13 in a row for the Washington
Senators in 1924.

YANKEES 4, TIGERS 0
CC Sabathia kept up his recent resurgence

with seven sharp innings, Brett Gardner sparked
another scoring burst and New York beat Detroit
for its fifth straight victory. Carlos Beltran and
Didi Gregorius each added two hits to help the
Yankees (31-30) move over .500 for the first time
since they were 4-3. The Tigers began a 10-game

trip by losing for the second straight time follow-
ing a five-game winning streak. Sabathia (4-4)
gave up five singles, walked two and struck out
four. He hasn’t allowed more than two runs in his
last six starts and left with a 2.28 ERA - his lowest
after 10 starts or more in any season. Coming
back from a year plagued by problems on and off
the field, Sabathia beat Detroit for the second
time this season. The 35-year-old lefty improved
to 21-13 against the Tigers - among active pitch-
ers, only Seattle ace Felix Hernandez, who is 22-8
vs. Oakland, has beaten an opponent more
often. Relievers Dellin Betances and Anthony

Swarzak each threw an inning to complete the
combined shutout. Mike Pelfrey (1-6) quickly ran
into trouble in his first outing since stopping an
18-start winless streak.

BLUE JAYS 4, ORIOLES 3, 10 INNINGS
Edwin Encarnacion homered in the 10th

inning to lift Toronto past Baltimore, snapping
the Orioles’ winning streak at five. Encarnacion
hit an opposite field shot off Brad Brach (5-1) to
begin the 10th and end an 0-for-19 slump. Drew
Storen (1-2) pitched one inning for the win. Chris
Davis hit a two-run homer and Jonathan Schoop
added a solo blast for the Orioles. Blue Jays right-
hander Marco Estrada held the Orioles without a
hit for the first four innings after taking a no-hit-
ter into the eighth inning against Boston in his
previous start. 

BRAVES 5, CUBS 1
Bud Norris pitched seven strong innings,

Adonis Garcia and Tyler Flowers hit home runs

and Atlanta beat Jason Hammel and Chicago.
Making his second start since returning to the
rotation, Norris (2-7) allowed one run on four hits
and no walks with six strikeouts. He gave up only
one hit in his last four innings. Garcia and
Flowers gave the weak-hitting Braves back-to-
back homers for the first time this season.
Garcia’s homer off Hammel (7-2) with one out in
the second inning barely cleared the center-field
wall. Flowers followed with a homer high over
the left-field wall for a 2-0 lead. Cubs first base-
man Anthony Rizzo sat out because of tightness
in his back.

WHITE SOX 7, ROYALS 5
Alex Avila hit two of Chicago’s season-high

four home runs and the White Sox beat Kansas
City to give Chris Sale his major league-leading
10th win and the Royals their eight straight loss.
The defending champions matched their longest
losing streak since May 2013, while the White Sox
opened the weekend series with their second
straight win after dropping 20 of 26. Sale (10-2)
pitched into the seventh and got the victory
despite giving up a season-high three home runs
- two solo drives to Eric Hosmer and one to
Salvador Perez. Avila came through with his first
two homers since signing with Chicago in the off-
season. He hit back-to-back solo drives with Brett
Lawrie in the fourth and added a two-run shot in
the sixth off Ian Kennedy (4-5) to make it 7-3.

METS 2, BREWERS 1, 11 INNINGS
Matt Reynolds drove home the go-ahead run

in the 11th inning with a fielder’s choice after a
line hit off shortstop Jonathan Villar’s glove, lead-
ing New York past Milwaukee. With the bases
loaded, Reynolds hit a 1-0 slider from Blaine
Boyer (1-1) on a line up the middle that glanced
off Villar’s glove. The deflection gave Asdrubal
Cabrera enough time to dash home from third.
Jeurys Familia held the Brewers hitless in the bot-
tom of the 11th for his major league-leading 21st
save in 21 opportunities. Jerry Blevins (2-0)
pitched a scoreless inning for the win.

REDS 2, ATHLETICS 1
Adam Duvall doubled home the tying run in

the seventh and scored on Sonny Gray’s second
wild pitch of the inning, rallying Cincinnati past
Oakland for its first interleague victory of the
season. The Reds had dropped their first seven
interleague games and didn’t manage a hit off
Gray (3-6) through the first five innings. Gray let a
1-0 lead slip away in the seventh. Brandon
Phillips singled for Cincinnati’s second hit and
advanced on a wild pitch. Duvall doubled for the
tying run, advanced on Eugenio Suarez’s infield
single, and scored on another errant throw by
Gray, who leads the majors with 11 wild pitches.
Blake Wood (5-1) pitched two innings in relief of
Anthony DeSclafani.

RED SOX 8, TWINS 1
Xander Bogaerts hit a three-run homer and

matched his career high with four hits, Steven
Wright pitched into the eighth inning, and
Boston beat Minnesota. Bogaerts opened the
scoring with his homer in the fifth inning off
Twins starter Tyler Duffey (25). Bogaerts’ seventh
homer of the season landed in the bullpen in
left-center field for a 3-0 lead. The home run was
one of 16 hits by the Red Sox. Bogaerts’ chance
to homer was the result of Minnesota’s inability
to turn a double play in the inning. Mookie Betts
hit a grounder to third baseman Trevor Plouffe,
who threw to second base. But Minnesota’s Brian

Dozier lost handle on the ball and couldn’t make
the throw to first. Minnesota didn’t have much of
an answer for Wright (7-4) and his knuckleball.

INDIANS 6, ANGELS 2
Corey Kluber pitched a three-hitter with eight

strikeouts and Jason Kipnis had three hits in
Cleveland’s victory over slumping Los Angeles.
Mike Napoli doubled home the first run in a four-
run first inning for AL Central-leading Cleveland,
which has won eight of 10 in June. The Indians
led 6-1 in the second inning while chasing
Hector Santiago (3-4), who got just four outs in
his shortest start of the season. Kluber (6-6) start-
ed the game by giving up Escobar’s double off
the wall in center field, but Los Angeles’ next 17
batters couldn’t get a hit off the right-hander.
The Angels lost their fifth straight to drop a sea-
son-worst nine games below .500. 

PADRES 7, ROCKIES 5
Wil Myers hit a two-out, three-run homer in

the ninth inning off closer Jake McGee, helping
San Diego rally past Colorado Rockies on Friday
night. Myers lined a 3-2 fastball from McGee (0-2)
over the fence in center, capping a four-run
inning. Kevin Quackenbush (3-2) threw two
innings for the win, and Fernando Rodney picked
up his 12th save by retiring the Rockies in order
to end the game. Colorado’s Nolan Arenado hit a
two-run homer in the first for his NL-leading 19th
of the season.

MARLINS 8, DIAMONDBACKS 6
Justin Bour hit a pinch-hit grand slam and

Miami Marlins overcame a four-run deficit to
beat Arizona. Bour’s first career slam, and the first
pinch-hit grand slam for the Marlins in 11 years,
came off reliever Tyler Clippard and tied it at 5-5
during a seven-run seventh inning, erasing a sol-
id outing by Arizona starter Patrick Corbin.
Clippard (2-3) walked the next two batters then
Christian Yellich doubled down the left field line
off lefty Zac Curtis, scoring both runners to put
Miami up 7-5. Marcell Ozuna capped the out-
burst with an RBI single off reliever Jake Barrett
to make it 8-5. Brian Ellington (1-0) pitched one-
third of an inning in relief of starter Justin
Nicolino to get the victory. A.J. Ramos threw a
scoreless ninth for his 19th consecutive save to
open the season, the most in club history.

RAYS 4, ASTROS 3
Steve Pearce had three hits and two RBIs in

Tampa Bay’s victory over Houston. Pearce had a
two-run double in the first inning, and Logan
Forsythe and Brad Miller drove in  runs with two-
out hits off Lance McCullers (3-2) in the second
to give Matt Andriese (5-0) a four-run lead.
Houston rallied with three runs in the sixth, two
on Jason Castro’s homer that chased Andriese.
McCullers, who grew up in Tampa, allowed four
runs and seven hits in six innings. Alex Colome
pitched the ninth for his 18th save. — AP

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Baltimore 36 24 .600 -       
Boston 35 25 .583 1       
Toronto 33 30 .524 4.5   
NY Yankees 31 30 .508 5.5   
Tampa Bay 28 31 .475 7.5   

Central Division
Cleveland 34 26 .567 -       
Chicago White Sox 31 30 .508 3.5   
Detroit 30 30 .500 4       
Kansas City 30 30 .500 4       
Minnesota 18 42 .300 16      

Western Division
Texas 37 24 .607 -       
Seattle 34 27 .557 3       
Houston 29 34 .460 9       
LA Angels 26 35 .426 11      
Oakland 25 35 .417 11.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 37 24 .607 -       
NY Mets 34 26 .567 2.5   
Miami 32 29 .525 5       
Philadelphia 29 32 .475 8       
Atlanta 18 42 .300 18.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 41 18 .695 -       
St. Louis 33 28 .541 9       
Pittsburgh 32 29 .525 10      
Milwaukee 28 33 .459 14      
Cincinnati 23 38 .377 19      

Western Division
San Francisco 36 26 .581 -       
LA Dodgers 33 29 .532 3       
Colorado 28 33 .459 7.5   
San Diego 26 36 .419 10      
Arizona 26 37 .413 10.5

NY Yankees 4, Detroit 0; Washington 9, Philadelphia 6; St. Louis 9, Pittsburgh 3 (12 innings); Toronto 4, Baltimore
3 (10 innings); Tampa Bay 4, Houston 3; Cincinnati 2, Oakland 1; Atlanta 5, Chicago Cubs 1; Boston 8, Minnesota
1; Chicago White Sox 7, Kansas City 5; NY Mets 2, Milwaukee 1 (11 innings); San Diego 7, Colorado 5; Miami 8,
Arizona 6; Cleveland 6, LA Angels 2; Seattle 7, Texas 5; LA Dodgers 3, San Francisco 2.


