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PARIS: Striking CGT labor Union garbage collectors, block access to the Paris waste treatment center in Ivry Sur Seine, near Paris  on Friday. — AP

Air France pilots join train, garbage strikes

PARIS: About a quarter of Air France pilots
are striking to demand better working con-
ditions - the latest challenge to travelers
and France’s image as it hosts Europe’s
biggest sporting event.

Weeks of strikes and demonstrations
over the country’s labor reforms and other
industrial disputes have led to panic at the
pumps, violent protests in the streets and,
most recently, garbage rotting in the gut-
ters. It’s a litany of headaches which some
Parisians fear will scare away visitors.

“I’m telling you, France has become a
very ugly country,” Francoise Cuip, 60, told a
reporter in Paris’ well-heeled 16th district.
“It’s my country, but that’s the way it is.”
French leaders had hoped to put the dis-
ruption behind them as the country turned
its attention to the European
Championship soccer tournament, which is
expected to draw over 2 million visitors,
but unions are planning to keep up the air-
line and trash strikes through Tuesday.

Up to a fifth of flights are canceled yes-
terday, Air France said, both domestic and

international. Among those affected were
flights carrying spectators to cities holding
matches. French train drivers have also
been on strike for days; France’s SNCF rail
company was disrupted in the southeast,
with cancellations possible. In Paris the rail
link between the capital and Charles de
Gaulle Airport was disrupted, with few
trains running along the usually busy route.

Meanwhile garbage was piling up
uncollected because of a continuing strike
and  lockages by collectors. On the streets
of the capital, there was exasperation at the
drumbeat of disruption.

“When it’s not the trains, when it’s not
the metro, it’s the trash,” said Catherine
Jacob, 48, who  was walking past an over-
flowing garbage bin near Paris’ Trocardero.
“In terms of hygiene, it’s not good for the
tourists, it’s not good for the residents.
Tomorrow we’ll have rats in the street.” Paris
Mayor Anne Hidalgo said on Twitter that
the city was “mobilizing all means, public
and private” to clear the garbage.

The strikes are occurring for different

reasons, but the labor unrest is tapping
into nationwide discontent as the govern-
ment tries to change laws regulating work-
ing hours and layoffs. The influential CGT
union, which is driving much of the action,
may meet with the government  over the
weekend.

Police on laert
Police were on high alert in the south-

ern city of Marseille, where England and
Russia supporters clashed and hurled bot-
tles at officers in a second night of violence
before their first game. Industrial unrest,
fears of terrorist attacks and devastating
flooding have overshadowed the buildup
to the month-long tournament.

President Francois Hollande hailed the
“smooth” start to the tournament on Friday,
despite a 10-day train strike that has
caused travel disruption across France.

Weeks of industrial action over govern-
ment reforms to labour law had dampened
the party atmosphere around the tourna-
ment, disrupting rail and metro services

and leaving petrol pumps dry in many
places.

‘Blackmailed’ 
Arriving fans have been confronted by

stinking piles of rubbish left strewn on the
streets of Paris and Marseille after strikers
began blockading incineration plants. The
head of the CGT union Philippe Martinez,
who is spearheading opposition to the
labour market reforms being pushed by
the government, has vowed not to be
“blackmailed with the Euro”. “There is a lot
of security here, but it’s OK,” said 20-year-
old Ruairi Scott from Belfast, downing
pints. “I was a little worried before we came
here, but not anymore. I feel safe.” Further
south, stretched security forces in Marseille
fired teargas at football hooligans after
clashes broke out for a second night ahead
of a match between England and Russia.
Streets of the city’s port area were left lit-
tered with broken bottles after hundreds of
fans hurled bottles and other objects at
police. —Agencies

Latest challenge to France’s image as Euro 2016 gets underway

LONDON: Betting odds on a British vote to exit the
European Union shortened yesterday after an opinion
poll put the “Leave” camp 10 points ahead of “Remain”,
hitting the value of the pound. Sterling weakened by
as much as 1.2 percent against the dollar immediately
after the poll, by ORB for the Independent newspaper,
was published on Friday evening. The pound fell from
$1.4343 to $1.4177, but later recovered about half of
the loss. Britons will vote on June 23 referendum on
whether to leave the world’s largest free trading area,
a decision with far-reaching implications for politics,
the economy, trade, defence and migration in Britain
and the rest of the EU.

The ORB poll put support for “Leave” on 55 percent,
against 45 percent for “Remain”. Bookmaker Betfair cut
the odds of a vote to stay, giving a probability of 70
percent, down from 78 percent earlier this week.
Financial markets have been paying close attention to
bookmakers’ odds, especially as opinion polls failed to
predict last year’s outright election victory for Prime
Minister David Cameron’s Conservatives.

“The ‘Remain’ camp has two weeks to convince
those thinking about voting for Brexit that the risk is
real,” said ORB pollster Johnny Heald. However, he did
say that recent referendums in Scotland, Ireland and
Canada showed that opinion polls had a tendency to
underestimate support for the status quo.

BIGGEST ‘LEAVE’ LEAD
Friday’s survey gave the “Brexit” camp their biggest

lead since the poll series started a year ago, the
Independent said.  But the official Vote Leave cam-
paign reacted cautiously, tweeting: “We don’t believe
the ORB online poll, our data suggests it’s closer to 50-
50.” Bookmaker Ladbrokes said the ORB poll had
caused it to shorten its odds on Brexit to 9/4 from
11/4 previously, implying a rise in the likelihood of a
“Leave” vote to 30 percent from 27 percent.

“We thought the Brexit rally was finished, but the
‘Leave’ odds have tumbled again on the back of the
eye -catching 10-point poll,” said a Ladbrokes
spokesman. Asked about the contradiction between
the betting odds and the poll, he said the former
reflected the weight of money in the market.

“Since we first started taking bets on this, 80 per-
cent of the money we’ve taken has been for ‘Remain’.
This is like any other market, the money moves the
market,” the spokesman said.

“Polling is a snapshot of voter intention at any giv-
en point; a betting market is a predictions market.”
The mixed picture has heightened market jitters
about the outcome, with sterling repeatedly reacting
to poll results.—Reuters

GAZIANTEP, Turkey: On any given summer day, the hot
sun glares down on the streets of Gaziantep, a Turkish city
on the border with Syria. Inside stifling garment and shoe
workshops, Syrian refugee children are hard at work,
sewing machines buzzing in the background. They should
be at school. Instead, they are making trousers and
footwear for other children.

Ahmad Abo Baker, 11, from Aleppo is one of them. He
works 12 hours a day, six days a week for about $35. It is a
repetitive routine devoid of any play time with friends. The
boy rises at 7, goes straight to work and doesn’t stop until
sundown, except for a brief lunch break.

After work, he says, “I go back home, have dinner, talk
with my family and then go to sleep.” His father, Yahya Abo
Baker, who works with him, wishes his son was at school
rather than at work.

“We don’t have any other choice,” he explains. They
need the dual income to be able to pay the rent of a flat
shared with strangers and send money to the rest of the
family who stayed in Syria.

According to the United Nations Children’s Fund, or
UNICEF, more than half of Turkey’s 2.7 million Syrian
refugees are children. Only 325,000 are enrolled in school.
About half a million school-age children have no access to
education.

There is no official figure on how many Syrian children
work in Turkey, but human rights organizations say those
who do not attend school have become part of an informal
economy, working for a pittance in a range of sectors
including agriculture and textiles. The International Labor
Organization has designated June 12 as World Day Against
Child Labor. Turkey is a signatory of the ILO’s Minimum Age
Convention, which sets the legal age for work at 15. —AP
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Refugee children labor in Turkish factories 

GAZIANTEP: A Syrian refugee child works at a copper workshop in Gaziantep, southeastern Turkey. —AP


