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Ipresented this question a few years back
with regards to the procedures that go along
with the presentation of the state’s invest-

ment performance at the council of ministers
and the National Assembly. But the issue today
has a different dimension and importance from
the previous circumstances, especially due to
the sharp drop in oil prices and the economic
and financial effects on the state.

Every year, coinciding with discussing the
budgets, the Kuwait Investment Authority pres-
ents its investment performance to the Cabinet
with a statement on financial solvency and
investment security in a unilateral presentation.
The same scenario is repeated, based on the
government’s request at the National Assembly
to make it a closed session, so that the authori-
ty can repeat its presentation of the investment
performance according to only the authority’s
view, while no comparative data is presented
according to world market as well as sovereign
funds indicators.

Also, besides that, can the esteemed MPs
give an objective opinion and analysis over
what is presented during a few hours and
without prior knowledge of investment data?
Of course, time does not allow it, no matter
how much human and professional facilities
are available to the MPs. Prior knowledge
allows analysis opportunities and comparison
from several angles and aspects according to
global investment data and indicators, with
the help of neutral experienced people in the
investment field.

The budgets committee at the National
Assembly has declared its reservations towards
the Kuwait Investment Authority’s investment
policy. The committee limited its reservation
over the many comments that were not solved,
despite the Assembly’s approval in the previous
parliamentary term of its budget with a govern-
ment undertaking to correct the comments of
the Audit Bureau. But 53 comments were not
resolved.

The committee said most comments are in
the investment field, as confirmed by the Audit
Bureau, especially in the lack and weakness of
supervision and follow up of investment portfo-
lios and fund managers, and this calls for the
importance of issuing a legislation to evaluate
the investment performance of government
entities, as there is no true and effective super-
vision over them.

The ball now is in the National Assembly’s
court - either to agree on a foregone conclusion
of the investment presentation under “losses
and lack of supervision”, or to impose a mecha-
nism to stanch the bleeding and the continued
lack of supervision, especially that the adminis-
tration is the one that gave the undertakings to
correct matters and make the promised profits,
while it is sitting on top of an investment
throne of billions since 15 years.

The country is in dire need of diversifying
sources of income, and imposing supervision
over the people’s wealth, and this requires a
decisive parliamentary stand. This justifies the
Assembly’s disapproval of approving the KIA’s
budget, which is presented unilaterally. The
budget should be suspended in preparation to
correct the path and put an end to violations
and lack of cooperation in correcting things. It
is not realistic to have some MPs be partners in
keeping silent towards violations, while the
economic situation is extremely negative. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Crime
R e p o r t

Physical assault
A citizen complained against a friend who broke his

teeth and caused him bruises and grazes. The citizen
told Rehab police station that the injuries were the
result of the beating. Police are investigating.

Family row
Anger led a citizen to run over his cousin uninten-

tionally when a dispute occurred between them and a
group of juveniles. The citizen surrendered to Taima
police after learning the victim had died. The fight was
between the citizen (28) and his cousin on one side
against a group of teenagers, so he drove his car at
high speed but hit his 30-year-old cousin. He then fled
the area. A bedoon who was also hit was taken to
Jahra Hospital. Police are investigating.

Drug possession
An Asian man was caught with heroin by police

during a routine patrol in Farwaniya. When his ID was
checked, he was found with security restrictions
against him. Meanwhile, criminal detectives arrested an
Asian man for selling drugs and illicit substances.
Detectives received tipoffs about him selling drugs in
Abdullah Al-Salem. An undercover agent was asked to
buy drugs from the suspect, who was arrested during
the exchange near his sponsor’s house. Police searched
the suspect’s room and found 150 gm of shabu and
heroin. He said he gets the drugs through a central
prison inmate for trading. — Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: A thief who stole a car parked in front of a phar-
macy in Salmiya had an accident and was admitted to the
ICU. A security source said a citizen stopped his car in front
of the pharmacy and kept it running. A thief then drove off
with it, but caused an accident on the same street. The
thief was taken by paramedics to Mubarak Hospital and
was admitted to the ICU. Police charged him with theft and
placed him under guard.

Drunk drivers arrested
Two Indian men who were drunk lost control over their

car and hit a lamppost in Salam. Both were arrested and
charged accordingly.

Boy injured
A 9-year-old boy sustained a broken leg along with vari-

ous bruises when he was hit by the car of his neighbor in
Fintas. The boy was playing in front of the building where
he lives. The neighbor rushed the boy to Adan Hospital,
where he was treated. Legal action is being taken.

Thief has accident

after stealing car

Al-Anbaa

Euro 2016 is taking place in the period of June 10-
July 10, 2016, where countries like Russia, Britain,
Germany, Turkey, France, Belgium, Italy and others

are competing to get the European football champion
title. The winner will represent Europe in the World
Continents Championship to be held in Russia in 2017.
All the matches are played in the open and broadcast by
satellite TV channels to the entire world. 

At the same time, and for years now, other competi-
tions have been going on fiercely on the fields of Middle
East countries amongst teams from international intelli-
gences represented by certain local organizations or
militias on Arab lands. The destruction, killings, wars,
bloodshed and bombings of innocent people we are

currently witnessing is but a reflection of how severe the
competition amongst these teams is. 

Nobody knows so far the name of the winner or the
team closest to winning this bloody championship,
though everybody clearly knows the names of the
defeated countries and peoples! Major powers’ bloody
matches have been played for centuries on European
countries ‘playgrounds and fields’ and this concluded in
1945 when the Allies won the match and them took the
league to be played in our region. Unfortunately, there is
nothing clear on the horizon to tell us when this nasty
bloody league might be over. 

— Translated by Kuwait Time
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Corruption

Profiteering

KUWAIT: Zain Group, a leading mobile telecom innovator
in eight markets across the Middle East and Africa,
unveiled its new advertising campaign for the Holy Month
of Ramadan, based on a television commercial that looks
back to the ‘good old days’ and spreads a universal mes-
sage of peace to the region.  The 90 second commercial
poses the question, “What’s the purpose of having every-
thing except peace?” and was unveiled on social media at
the beginning of Ramadan, and received over four million
views within five days of its posting on Zain’s popular
YouTube channel. 

The commercial’s message of peace is at the heart of
the concept, and is a message that resonates with every-
one. Filming took place in an idyllic rural setting in Sri
Lanka, reflecting people living in the past, doing things
that today’s technology has since made obsolete.

This year, Zain’s Ramadan campaign seeks to highlight
that with many parts of the region in turmoil and conflict,
with people living in poor and insecure conditions. This
begs the question: “Why does the past appear to be a
much happier time despite humanity possessing very few
material things at that time, while today when we have so

much, the world is full of wars and hardship?”  In the good
old days, people had little but appeared happy, peaceful
and satisfied. Nowadays, people across the world have
access to technology and entertainment but these do not
appear to make us more content. Commenting on the
impactful commercial, Scott Gegenheimer, Zain Group
CEO said, “Every year the Holy Month of Ramadan offers us
a chance to reinforce our credentials as a company whose
history and future is tied closely to this region. At a time
when there is so much turmoil and insecurity for so many
of our citizens, it is necessary for Zain to promote the
strong message of peace and we are sure that once again,
the Zain Ramadan TVC will have an impact and make
many people to reflect and ask and answer the questions
we raise.”

In the commercial, the actors sing to the ‘future’ world,
drawing a parallel between their present and the current
lives we all share. The main hero in the commercial is the
renowned Moroccan artist Saad Lamjarred, who happens
to be the highest viewed artist in the Arab world with his
videos having totaled over 330 million views on YouTube,
and who has also broken the Guinness world record for

reaching 100 million YouTube views in under three months
across the region.  Also featured in the commercial is
Indian child superstar, Harshaali Malhotra, who has gained
massive popularity after co-staring with renowned artist
Salman Khan in the famous Indian film Bajrangi Bhaijaan.
The film’s message is also about peace, as Zain felt it would
be great to use Harshaali to symbolize all the innocence
and positivity what a child should experience.  The com-
mercial took several months from conception to shooting,
as it took place in Sri Lanka. The concept was created by
Joy Productions and was produced by All Over Group. The
lyrics to the song were written by renowned artist Hiba
Mishary Hamada and the music was composed by popular
artist Bashar Al-Shatti with the musical mix being created
by Rabieh Saydawi.

The commercial reflects how important Corporate
Social Responsibility is to Zain, as the activities form part of
the company’s strategic focus, and amongst other things,
have been used to raise awareness of conflict zones and
the need for peace within the Arab world. To view Zain’s
Ramadan 2016 television commercial, please visit:
www.youtube.com/zain. 

Live in peace: Zain unveils 2016 Ramadan TV commercial

Four million YouTube views in five days

Ooredoo, Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity

Association aid Syrian refugees 

KUWAIT: In collaboration with Abdullah Al-
Nouri Charity Association, Ooredoo Kuwait,
a member of international Ooredoo Group,
has recently launched a charitable cam-
paign to help aiding the Syrian refugees in
different countries around the world.
Campaign will be promoted using a dedi-
cated hashtag through Ooredooís social
media channels encouraging the public to
donate money to save the lives of those
refugees in Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. 

Through this campaign Ooredoo follow-
ers and fans will be able to contribute and
donate the money through the associa-
tionís website www.alnouri.org with their
debit or credit cards. There are no limits to
the donations that can be made while min-
imal amount is 1 KD. 

Commenting on the charitable cam-
paign, Mijbil  Alalyoub, Director of
Corporate Communication at Ooredoo
said: ‘Pleased to tie up Abdullah Al-Nouri
Charity Association to promote good well
during the month of Ramadan, the cam-
paign aims at providing Syrian refugees
with the help required to fulfill their mini-
mum needs. Through our corporate social
responsibility policy we aim at giving back
to the communities and Ramadan the per-
fect time to do so.’

Ramadan will also witness the second
edition of Ooredooís successful volunteer
program. Volunteers will be the main force
in planning and executing a number of
events running simultaneously across
Kuwait, focusing on volunteerism.


