
KALLSTADT, Germany: Kallstadt, a tidy village in
Germany’s lush wine country, has plenty of things
to take pride in if you ask its friendly citizens - but
Donald Trump is not one of them. The presumptive
US Republican presidential nominee’s grandparents
grew up in this hamlet nestled in Germany’s south-
west but left for America more than a century ago
fleeing poverty and later, after a brief return, trou-
ble with the law.

Today, no plaque hangs on the modest white
houses where they grew up opposite each other on
Freinsheimer Strasse, then called Engelsgasse (Angel’s
Lane), and no street bears the Trump name. But in a
year that could wind up with the brash billionaire
becoming the leader of the free world, Trump is the
talk of Kallstadt, population 1,200. “The Trumps got
rich off real estate, that is a major achievement but
none of them still live in town. Why should we be
proud of that?” Mayor Thomas Jaworek, 48, asks. “If he
becomes president, let’s see what he does for
America and the world. Then maybe we’ll hang a
plaque.” The erstwhile Drumpf family simplified its
name around 1700 to Trump, long before Donald’s
grandfather Friedrich set off for the United States at
the age of 16 in 1885, according to biographer
Gwenda Blair. Leaving only a farewell note on the
kitchen table, he joined his sisters in New York, then
went out west during the Gold Rush, opening taverns
offering food, drink and female companionship to
lonely fortune seekers, Blair said.

Friedrich, who anglicized his name to Frederick,
shipped gold nuggets back east to his sisters who
used the proceeds to buy property, laying the foun-
dations of the family empire. Frederick returned to
Kallstadt a wealthy man, married the neighbors’
daughter Elisabeth Christ and whisked her off to
New York. Her homesickness, however, would soon

bring them back to Kallstadt.  But because Frederick
had left Germany before completing his obligatory
military service, he and his heavily pregnant wife
were forced to return to the US in 1905, according to
historian Roland Paul.

‘Blowing Hot Air’ 
A quirk of history would have it that two of

America’s best-known self-made men came from the
same small town, as the patriarch of the Heinz
ketchup dynasty also hailed from Kallstadt. Retired
vintner Hans-Joachim Bender, 74, descends from a
grandmother in the Trump clan and a grandfather
who was a Heinz but sees little family resemblance.
“What do I think of Trump’s policies? I’d better not say,”
he said, sitting in his dining room as the sun set over
the vines. “Blowing hot air is not everyone’s thing. I
think Hillary (Clinton) is a bit less... radical,” he added,
referring to the rival Democratic presumptive nomi-
nee. The Trumps long claimed to be of Swedish stock
due to anti-German sentiment in the US during the
world wars and in the aftermath of the Holocaust.
However, filmmaker Simone Wendel, who made a
light-hearted 2014 documentary about her home-
town’s famous sons called “Kings of Kallstadt”, man-
aged to cajole Donald to appear on camera at his
Manhattan office in Trump Tower and discuss his
German roots. “The people in Kallstadt are very reli-
able, strong people and I feel that about myself - I’m
strong and I’m very reliable. I’m on time, I get things
done,” he says in the film. Trump also promises to pay
his first visit to Kallstadt the next time he’s in
Germany. “I’m proud to have that German blood,
there’s no question about it. Great stuff.”

Pig Stomach Paradise 
Kallstadt owes its reputation to crisp white wines,

stunning hiking trails and the local delicacy of pig’s
stomach (Saumagen). Tourists, including many GIs
on leave from the nearby US air base Ramstein, can
choose from a range of quaint locales such as Pig
Stomach Cellar, Pig Stomach Lounge and the Pig
Stomach Paradise deli. Working behind the meat
counter, Edelgard Kellermann, 62, says the Trump
phenomenon has attracted visitors from as far afield
as Vietnam. “It keeps things from getting boring
around here,” she said with a smile.

Her expression darkens, however, when asked
about Trump’s calls to build a wall on the Mexican
border to stop illegal immigration and his attacks on
German Chancellor Angela Merkel over her “insane”
decision to open the doors last year to more than
one million asylum seekers. “Mr Trump is a descen-
dant of a refugee - his forebears left here for eco-
nomic reasons, to have a better life. He (Donald) has
it even better and should give others the same
chance,” she said, calling him a “demagogue”.

One month ago, tiny Kallstadt took in its first
refugees, a Syrian family of four. “It’s about showing
humanity,” said Mayor Jaworek, who belongs to
Merkel’s conservative Christian Democrats, bristling
at Trump’s “harsh” rhetoric. “The fact that we now
have a family who lived in refugee camps for a long
time and who has now found a home in Kallstadt -
that is a beautiful thing and we are happy about it.”
But Kallstadt’s denizens, known in the regional
dialect as “Brulljesmacher” or braggarts for their rela-
tive wealth and success, are mostly taking all the
Trump hype on the chin. During carnival season in
February, the local newspaper ran a tongue-in-
cheek article saying Trump would build a giant gold-
en tower to dwarf the village’s church steeple, com-
plete with a 55th-floor terrace to host an annual
wine festival. — AFP 
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BRUSSELS: The EU’s top court yesterday
backed Britain’s right to limit child benefits
to European migrants, a hot-button issue
in Britain’s referendum on its future in the
European Union next week. The decision
comes as a series of opinion polls show a
growing lead for the campaign for a
“Brexit,” despite Prime Minister David
Cameron’s appeals for people to vote to
remain in the 28-nation bloc. The
European Court of Justice said it was lawful
for Britain to apply a “right-to-reside” rule
to EU migrants based on whether they
were working or seeking work, and would
not be a burden to British taxpayers.

The European Commission, the bloc’s
powerful executive arm, had taken Britain
to court arguing that it had breached EU
laws rule granting all European citizens the
right to live and work wherever they like in
the EU. “The UK can require recipients of
child benefit and child tax credit to have a
right to reside in the UK,” the Luxembourg-
based court said in its judgement.
“Although that condition is considered to
amount to indirect indiscrimination, it is
justified by the need to protect the
finances of the host member state.”

Britain’s right to limit such child benefits
was at the heart of a renegotiation deal that
Cameron secured at a European Union sum-

mit in February to put before voters in the
June 23 referendum. The deal - which will
only take effect if Britain votes to stay in the
EU will also limit the amount of child bene-
fits that EU migrants living in Britain can
send back to their home countries.

London Welcomes Ruling 
In London, the British government wel-

comed the ruling, saying it “supports our
view that we are entitled to ensure only EU
migrants who have a right to be in the UK
can claim our benefits”. In Brussels, the
European Commission said the judgement
was an “important and welcome clarification”
on the rights of EU citizens to clarify benefits
in other EU countries. It stressed the case had
been brought by the previous Commission
run by Jose Manuel Barroso, who stepped
down in 2014, and that current chief Jean-
Claude Juncker’s views were closer to the
court’s stance. “The way the court clarifies is
very close to what this commission thinks
and what we’re trying to implement in the
UK deal,” Commission spokesman Margaritis
Schinas told a news briefing. The ruling in
Britain’s favor had been largely expected. The
top legal adviser to the ECJ had given a simi-
lar opinion in October, and a defeat would
have been a major blow to the campaign to
stay in the EU. — AFP 
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KALLSTADT, Germany: The former house of the grandparents of the presumptive designated presidential US candidate
of the Republican Party Donald Trump is pictured in southern Germany on June 8, 2016. — AFP 
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sees few reasons to brag

ANKARA: The European Union’s top
diplomat in Ankara has stepped down
after a row with Turkey over comments
deemed as insulting by the authorities on
a landmark migrant deal, his office said
yesterday. The departure of Hansjoerg
Haber is indicative of the increasingly
fractious relationship between Ankara
and Brussels, even as both sides try and
implement the landmark deal to reduce
the flow of migrants to the EU. “We con-
firm that the ambassador has resigned,”
the spokesperson told AFP.

Haber, a German diplomat who head-
ed the EU delegation to Ankara, stepped
down after he criticized the Turkish gov-
ernment’s conduct over the implementa-
tion of the landmark deal in comments to
the media. He had only been in his post
since last October. The Turkish foreign
ministry said at the time his comments
caused “indignation”.

Haber was bitterly critical of Turkey’s
conduct over the deal to reduce the
number of refugees crossing the Aegean
Sea to EU territory, at a meeting with
some reporters on May 13. Haber said:
“We have a saying ‘Start like a Turk and
end like a German. But here it is the oth-

er way round’”, according to Turkish
media reports. His comments at the time
were seen as deeply insulting inside
Turkey, where ambassadors are generally
expected to show extreme respect to
Turkish culture.

Former EU affairs minister Volkan
Bozkir, who was in his job at the time the
comments were made, said Haber had
broken “the first law of diplomacy”. “No
ambassador has the right to humiliate
the people of the country in which he is
working or to say something about its
president,” he was quoted as saying by
the Hurriyet daily. It said the dispute had
discomforted the EU’s foreign policy
chief Federica Mogherini and she in the
end had wanted his resignation.
Intervention by Germany was not
enough to ease the tensions, it added.

‘Visa Deal at Risk?’ 
Turkey has demanded visa-free travel

for its citizens to most of the bloc in
return for curbing the refugee flow but
the deal is now in limbo as Ankara refuses
to meet all the criteria laid down by
Brussels. The main sticking point is that
Turkey should narrow its definition of ter-

ror in its anti-terror laws that have been
used to justify the arrests of academics
and journalists. 

But Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said
Tuesday that Ankara had no intention of
shifting on this issue, at a time when the
military is waging an offensive against
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK). “In these conditions there cannot
be any discussion of changing the laws
on the fight against terror,” Yildirim said
in a speech to his parliamentary party.
He added: “Even if this means the visa
deal is at stake. The visa deal will be or it
will not be.” 

The tension over the visa deal is just
one of many issues causing ructions
between Ankara and Brussels, including
the fight against the PKK, media free-
doms and a law stripping Turkish MPs of
immunity. Turkey is also increasingly frus-
trated at the slow progress in its bid to
join the EU, which dates back to 1987.
The European Commission is due today
to publish its second report on the imple-
mentation of the EU-Turkey agreement,
including elements on the progress
regarding the fulfilment of the conditions
for visa liberalization. — AFP 

EU envoy to Turkey quits 

after row with Ankara

ROME: Italy’s controversial former prime min-
ister Silvio Berlusconi underwent cardiac sur-
gery yesterday after a heart attack his doctor
said could have killed the 79-year-old tycoon.
First indications were that the four-hour
open-heart operation to replace his aortic
valve at the San Raffaele hospital in Milan
had been successful. “The operation was fin-
ished a little after midday and there were no
complications in the operating theatre,” a
hospital statement said, adding that
Berlusconi had been transferred to an inten-
sive care unit. “Everything is okay guys, now I
can speak more calmly,” Gianni Letta, a close
political ally of the billionaire leader of Forza
Italia, told the AGI news agency.

The flamboyant media mogul and football
club owner, who dominated Italian politics for
two decades, is expected to spend several
days in intensive care and several weeks in
hospital in total. Berlusconi’s 30-year-old com-
panion, Francesca Pascale, was seen at the
window of his hospital room shortly after the
surgery began, looking tearful and clutching
a handkerchief. Italian media reports said the
twice-divorced Berlusconi’s five children were
also at San Raffaele hospital. 

‘Risked Dying’ 
The operation was conducted by Ottavio

Alfieri, the head of the hospital’s cardiac sur-
gery unit. The ageing billionaire, notorious
for his brushes with the law and his “bunga
bunga” sex parties, was admitted for tests at
the hospital on June 7 after suffering a heart

attack. “He arrived at the hospital in a severe
state, he risked his life, he risked dying and he
knew it,” Berlusconi’s doctor Alberto Zangrillo
told a news conference last Thursday. He said
the fault in the valve was “severe” and that
without the operation, “the risk of him dying
within the year would be 10 percent”.

But Zangrillo said he expected Berlusconi
to be back to full health within a month,
adding that successful surgery would leave
him “better than before”. The onetime cruise
ship singer turned centre-right politician
suffered a heart attack 10 years ago and had
a pacemaker fitted in the United States. The
device was replaced at the end of last year.
“Naturally, I am concerned,” Berlusconi, who
has largely dropped off the political radar
in Italy, wrote on his Facebook page on
Monday. “But I am also very moved by the
very many demonstrations of appreciation,
suppor t  and affec t ion which I  have
received from everywhere, even from polit-
ical rivals.” — AFP 

Italy’s Berlusconi comes 

through cardiac surgery

Silvio Berlusconi

GENEVA: The number of unaccompa-
nied children making the notoriously
dangerous Mediterranean crossing
aboard unseaworthy boats has more
than doubled this year, the UN chil-
dren’s agency said in a new report yes-
terday. Entitled “Danger every step of
the way”, the UNICEF report said nine
out of every 10 children arriving in Italy
were unaccompanied minors, noting
that more than 7,000 of them had
arrived in the first five months of the
year. Unaccompanied and separated
children are at particular risk of abuse
and exploitation, notably by the smug-
glers they rely on to get to Europe,
UNICEF said.

“Just about every child who arrives
on the Italian island of Lampedusa or in
Sicily has a harrowing story to tell,” the
report said. Both boys and girls are sub-
jected to sexual violence and forced into

prostitution. Some of the girls are preg-
nant by the time they arrive on
European shores. “During the crossing,
several people fell overboard and
drowned, and others inside the boat
fainted and died. I was even sitting
down with dead bodies and I was
scared,” 17-year-old Nigerian orphan
Peace said in the UNICEF report. She
had fled Nigeria to escape an arranged
marriage to a 40-year-old. “I wish my
friend had told me this is how difficult it
is. I would have continued suffering in
Nigeria,” she added.

There is concern over a sharp
increase in Nigerian women and girls
leaving Libya for Italy, with the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM) estimating 80 percent of them are
victims of trafficking. “If you try to run
they shoot you and you die. If you stop
working, they beat you. It was just like

the slave trade,” 16-year-old Aimamo
told UNICEF of the farm in Libya where
he and his twin brother worked for two
months to pay the smugglers.

‘Children Bear No Responsibility’ 
Since the first of the year, 2,859 peo-

ple have died while attempting to
cross the Mediterranean, many of them
children, according to the IOM. The
IOM figure for the whole of last year
was 3,770. “The reason we are seeing
more (unaccompanied children) is not
clear at this stage,” UNICEF’s Sarah
Crowe told a press conference in
Geneva. “We should never forget that
children on the move are first and fore-
most children, who bear no responsi-
bility for their plight, and have every
right to a better life,” said Marie-Pierre
Poirier, UNICEF’s special coordinator for
Europe’s migrant crisis. — AFP 
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