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So will they not be grateful?” (36:34-35). The fact that
a fruit-bearing tree can sprout from a tiny seed is a sign
of Allah’s power and care. Even though we may create
the best conditions for a plant’s growth, we have no real
power over it when it withers and dies.

“And it is He who produced for you hearing and vision
and intellect. Little are you grateful.” (23:78) If I asked you
to sell me your eyes, you would refuse, knowing that
your sight is priceless, as are your abilities to hear and
reason. Doesn’t the granter such precious things deserve
our gratitude? “And of His signs is that He created for you
from yourselves mates that you may find tranquility in
them; and He placed between you affection and mercy.  

Indeed in that are signs for a people who give
thought.” (30:21) Our Creator has not only given us a
comfortable environment, nutritious foods to eat, the
ability to travel far and wide, and abilities so that we can
acquire and share knowledge, He has also satisfied our
social needs for love, family and belonging. His inten-

tion for our relationships is clear: tranquility, affection
and mercy. 

These are just a few of the ‘signs’ of a powerful, gener-
ous, caring Creator. Compared to these great feats, there
is little we can do to return such favors and blessings.
However, as the verses imply, we should at least be grate-
ful and, by doing so, acknowledge God and believe in
Him. If you need a little help along the way, the Quran
will guide you. It is described at the outset of chapter 14
as ‘A Book We have send down to you so that you
[Muhammad (PBUH)] may bring humanity out of dark-
ness into the light by the permission of their Lord.” The
Quran is one of the greatest signs of God - truly a miracle
of miracles.  
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Omar claimed Kuwait’s losses amounted to half a bil-
lion euros. Some reports have said that Kuwait
Investment Authority (KIA) was considering pulling out
of the investment.

Budgets
The assembly then began debating the budgets of a

large number of government departments and authori-
ties and later the state budget before going into sum-
mer recess early next month. Head of the assembly
Budgets Committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said as a
result of the sharp drop in oil prices, the budget deficit
for the 2016/2017 fiscal year soared to around KD 12 bil-
lion. He said the committee tried to cut budget alloca-
tions but the cuts have been way below ambitions
because of the lack of cooperation from ministries and
departments and because the finance ministry did not
make extra effort.

Later, MPs debated and approved the budgets and
final accounts for the Development Bank, Public
Authority for Housing Welfare, the Central Bank, Public
Institution for Social Security (PIFSS) and the newly-
established Transport and Roads Authority. A number of
MPs criticized the budget and management of PIFSS

whose previous director is facing legal action in a cor-
ruption scandal. MP Hamdan Al-Azemi said the
Institution has been holding a huge amount of cash
which does not serve its investments. He also said the
current director worked under the previous one and as
a result should not remain in his position.

Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh said PIFSS is holding
plenty of cash because of its conservative investment
policy. He also said that the Public Prosecution informed
him that none of the current PIFSS officials are involved
in the corruption scandal. A number of MPs also criti-
cized the government’s failure to make any progress in
diversifying sources of income away from oil.

Mega projects
In a related development, Minister of Social Affairs

and Labor, Minister of State for Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih said yesterday that the
five year plan 2016-2020 has 32 mega projects costing
KD 23.5 billion. She said that oil projects account for 42
percent of the cost of mega projects followed by 32.4
percent for transport. Subaih said the council of minis-
ters has approved the development plan for the
2017/2018 fiscal year which has 165 projects costing KD
4.7 billion, in addition to 121 projects continuing from
the previous years at a cost of KD 4.3 billion. 

Assembly passes key public tenders law

PARIS: A suspected Islamist attacker
stabbed a French police commander
to death outside his home and later
killed his companion, a police-
woman, in an attack claimed by
Islamic State and denounced by the
government as “an abject act of ter-
rorism”. The assailant, a 25-year-old
Frenchman of Moroccan origin, was
jailed in 2013 for helping Islamist mil-
itants go to Pakistan and had been
under security service surveillance,
including wiretaps, at the time of the
attack, police sources said.

The attacker filmed part of the
assault live on the social network
Facebook, according to David
Thomson, a journalist specialized in
radical Islamists. In his Facebook
message, he linked the attack to the
Euro 2016 soccer tournament now
under way in France, saying: “The
Euros will be a graveyard.” The attack-
er, named by police and justice
sources as Larossi Abballa, knifed the
42-year-old commander repeatedly
in the stomach on Monday evening.

He then barricaded himself inside
the house in Magnanville, a suburb
some 60 km west of Paris, taking the
man’s 36-year-old partner and their
three-year-old son hostage. Police
commandos shot Abballa dead
when they stormed the house after
negotiations failed but they found
the woman, a secretary at a police
station in a nearby suburb, killed
with a knife, a source close to the
investigation said. The boy was
unharmed but in a state of shock. “An
abject act of terrorism was carried
out yesterday in Magnanville,”
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve
said after an emergency government
meeting, before visiting Les
Mureaux, where the police com-
mander worked.

President Francois Hollande said
the killings were “undeniably a terror-
ist act” and that the terrorist threat in
France was very high. Police searched
Abballa’s home and other locations
yesterday and detained two people

close to him for questioning, a police
source said. The killings came as
France, which has been under a state
of emergency since Islamic State
gunmen and bombers killed 130
people in Paris last November, was
on high security alert for the Euro
2016, which began last Friday. Police
are under “extreme pressure” and
“close to burn-out,” the head of FO
labour union Jean-Claude Mailly told
France 2 television.

Islamic State
Islamic State claimed the attack.

“God has enabled one of the
caliphate’s soldiers in city of Les
Mureaux near Paris to stab to death
the deputy police chief and his wife,”
an official broadcast on its Albayan
Radio said. If it is confirmed that the
group was behind the killing, it
would be the first militant strike on
French soil since the multiple attacks
on bars, restaurants, a concert hall
and the national soccer stadium in
Paris in November. Details started to
emerge on the profile of the attacker.
Abballa was born in the nearby town
of Meulan and lived in Mantes-la-
Jolie, where he had set up a fast food
outlet in April, documents from the
Versailles court showed.

He was given a three-year prison

sentence in 2013 for helping Islamist
militants go to Pakistan. His name
appeared in a separate ongoing
investigation into a man who went
to Syria, but he was not considered a
threat, a source close to the probe
said. “He wanted to do jihad (holy
war), that was clear,” Marc Trevidic, a
former anti-terrorism judge who was
in charge of the 2013 investigation
told Le Figaro newspaper. But he was
seen as having a minor role in that
case, he said.

Abballa had also been convicted
three times on charges of aggravat-
ed theft and driving without a
licence, a source close to the investi-
gation said. “Many things are being
analyzed,” a justice source said,
including messages posted on social
networks. Thomson, an RFI radio
journalist specialized in Islamic radi-
calism, wrote on his Twitter page
that Abballa had filmed himself on
Facebook live during the attack.
With the couple’s boy behind him he
said: “I don’t know yet what I’m
going to do with him,” Thomson
wrote. Islamic State’s claim of
responsibility came after the Islamist
militant group said it was responsi-
ble for the shooting that killed 49
people in a massacre at a gay night-
club in Orlando, Florida. — Reuters
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Larossi AbballaMANAMA: Bahrainis walk near the shops at the old Manama Market in the Bahrain capital city during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

DUBAI: Bahrain suspended the tiny island kingdom’s largest
Shiite political group and froze its assets yesterday as part of
a widening crackdown on activists and dissent five years
after the country’s Arab Spring protests. The Al-Wefaq oppo-
sition group has been suspended before as Bahrain has
been embroiled in turmoil over the protests and lingering
unrest that followed in the years since the demonstrations.
However, Bahrain’s Sunni-ruled government increasingly has
targeted activists in recent days, which has seen one flee for
Denmark and another, previously pardoned by its king,
detained again.

A statement from the Justice and Islamic Affairs Ministry
carried on the state-run Bahrain News Agency said a court
made the decision to suspend Al-Wefaq to “safeguard the
security of the kingdom.” Abdulla Al-Shamlawi, the lawyer
who represented Al-Wefaq in court, said he was served the
court papers for the hearing yesterday morning and had to
argue to be allowed to offer any sort of rebuttal. He said the
complaint alleged Al-Wefaq had damaged Bahrain’s national
security since its inception in 2001 and also included allega-
tions about it causing unrest during the 2011 protests.

“It was out of the blue,” Al-Shamlawi said. He said the
court set an Oct 6 hearing to decide whether to “liqui-
date” the party - meaning the island’s biggest opposition
group could be entirely dismantled. He said Al-Wefaq
“presumably” would appeal the court’s ruling, though the
order suspending the party would stand unless an
appeals court specifically rules to halt it. The sudden
court case came a day after authorities detained Nabeel
Rajab, a prominent activist and the president of the
Bahrain Center for Human Rights. Zainab Al-Khawaja,
another prominent activist, fled for Denmark in recent
days over fears of being imprisoned again.

In May, a Bahraini appeals court more than doubled a
prison sentence for Al-Wefaq’s secretary-general, Sheikh Ali
Salman. Salman now faces nine years behind bars, up from
an earlier four, following his conviction last year on charges
that included incitement and insulting the Interior Ministry.
Bahrain’s 2011 demonstrations saw the island’s majority
Shiite population and others demand more political free-
doms from its Sunni rulers. The protests on the island, home
to the US Navy’s 5th Fleet, were crushed by the government
with the help of troops from Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates.

Since then, the island has faced low-level unrest, protests
and attacks on police. Other prominent opposition figures
and human rights activists remain imprisoned. Some have
been stripped of their citizenship and deported. In a speech
Monday, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, said at least 250 people lost
their citizenship in Bahrain in recent years “because of their
alleged disloyalty to the interests of the kingdom.”
“Repression will not eliminate people’s grievances; it will
increase them,” he warned. However, rights groups say
Bahrain refused to allow activists to leave the country to
attend the conference that Al-Hussein spoke at in Geneva.

Bahrain’s Foreign Minister Khalid Al Khalifa responded
to Al-Hussein’s remarks on Twitter by writing: “We will not
allow the undermining of our security and stability and will
not waste our time listening to the words of a high com-
missioner who is powerless.” Yesterday’s court decision
shows Bahrain “is bulldozing its civil society,” said Sayed
Ahmed Al-Wadaei, the director of advocacy at the Bahrain
Institute for Rights and Democracy. “Bahrain is only reform-
ing itself into a state of silence and terror,” Al-Wadaei said in
a statement. — AP
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