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PRETORIA: Steenkamp’s father broke
down in court yesterday as he told a dra-
matic sentencing hearing that Oscar
Pistorius must “pay for his crime” of mur-
dering his daughter three years ago.

It was the first time that 73-year-old
Barry Steenkamp testified in court and
directly addressed Pistorius. 

The Paralympic athlete killed Reeva
Steenkamp in the early hours of Valentine’s
Day in 2013, saying he mistook her for a
burglar when he fired four times through
the door of his bedroom toilet.

In March, Pistorius’s lawyers lost an
appeal judgement that upgraded his origi-
nal conviction from culpable homicide-the
equivalent of manslaughter-to murder.

“It has been very difficult for me to for-
give... I feel that Oscar has to pay for what
he did. He has to pay for his crime,” Barry
Steenkamp said, tears streaming down his
face. Reliving how his daughter, 29, died,
Steenkamp said: “What she must have
gone through in those split seconds-she
must have been in so much fear and pain.
That is what I think of, all the time.”

“It must have been absolutely awful.” He
also said that he believed the couple had
argued on the night of the murder-disput-
ing Pistorius’s claims.

Pistorius held his head in his hands,
sobbing during the testimony at the High
Court in the South African capital Pretoria.

Barry Steenkamp, a former racehorse
trainer, described the chaos and panic
when his wife June rang him at work early
in the morning after Reeva, a model and
law graduate, was shot. “June grieves like I
do, all the time. I hear her at night, I hear
her crying, I hear her talking to Reeva,” he
added, saying that June had tried to for-
give Pistorius to help her cope with the
loss of her daughter. “You must still under-
stand that he must pay for that, although
June has forgiven,” he said.

MURDER TERM 
The original trial judge Thokozile

Masipa is due to hand down a new sen-
tence for murder after arguments from
both prosecution and defence.

The hearing-held in the same court-
room as the original trial-was adjourned
until Wednesday morning. It is scheduled
to last until Friday. Pistorius faces a mini-
mum 15-year jail term for murder, but his
sentence could be reduced due to time
already spent in prison and mitigating fac-
tors, including his disability. He was
released from jail last October to live under

house arrest at his uncle’s mansion in
Pretoria after serving one year of his five-
year sentence for culpable homicide.
Earlier Tuesday, the mother of a disabled
child and Pistorius’s pastor gave evidence

as character witnesses for his defence.
Ebba Gudmundsdottir, from Iceland, told
how Pistorius had befriended her family
when she was pregnant with a child who
would be born without legs.

“He gave us his phone number for us to
ask him or consult with him anytime we
needed it, which we did and that was love-
ly,” she told the court.

Gudmundsdottir said Pistorius has been
an “inspiration” to her son, and they had
gone to see him compete three times in
the Paralympics. Pistorius once gave her
son a gold medal and said “This is for you
champion”. Marius Nel, Pistorius’s pastor,
told the court that Pistorius was “very excit-
ed and positive” about becoming involved
in the church’s education projects.

Another witness, prison nurse Charlotte
Mashabane, alleged that Pistorius had
been a difficult inmate and had argued
with officials, shouting and banging her
desk in a dispute over medication.

Barry Roux, defence lawyer, accused her
of giving contradictory evidence and exag-
gerating Pistorius’s behaviour due to a per-
sonality clash. Pistorius has always denied
killing Steenkamp in a rage and, during his
seven-month trial in 2014, vomited in the
dock as details of his lover’s death were
examined in excruciating detail.

The year before he killed Steenkamp,
Pistorius became the first double-amputee
to race at Olympic level when he appeared
at the London 2012 games. — AFP

Pistorius ‘must pay’, says Steenkamp’s father

PRETORIA: Reeva Steenkamp father Barry (L) leaves the Pretoria High Court yes-
terday on the second day of the pre sentencing hearing of South African
Paralympian Oscar Pistorius set to send him back to jail for murdering his girl-
friend three years ago. — AFP

PHOENIX: Arizona’s Paul Goldschmidt and
Jake Lamb homered, and Zack Greinke won
his sixth consecutive start in the
Diamondbacks’ 3-2 victory over the Los
Angeles Dodgers at Chase Field on Monday.
Greinke (9-3) gave up two runs and seven
hits in seven innings in his first appearance
against the Dodgers since leaving them for a
$206.5 million free agent contract with the
Diamondbacks last winter. Greinke also
sparked the Diamondbacks’ go-ahead rally
with a one-out single in the sixth inning. He
was forced out at second base on Nick
Ahmed’s grounder to second base, but
Ahmed stole second and scored on Jean
Segura’s single to make it 3-2.

Arizona right-hander Brad Ziegler record-
ed a five-out save after entering with the
bases loaded and one out in the eighth
inning. Ziegler has 13 saves this season and
has converted his last 41 chances, tied for
the seventh-longest streak in major league
history.

NATIONALS 4, CUBS 1
Max Scherzer took a perfect game into

the top of the sixth inning, and Wilson
Ramos hit a tiebreaking homer in the last of
the sixth as Washington beat Chicago.
Scherzer (8-4) gave up one run on two hits in
seven innings with 11 strikeouts and no
walks. Oliver Perez retired the only batter he
faced in the eighth, then Shawn Kelley came
on to get the last five outs-four via strikeout-
for his first save. Ramos hit a solo homer to
lead off the sixth-just out of reach from right
fielder Jason Heyward-to give the Nationals
a 2-1 lead off Cubs starter Kyle Hendricks (4-
6). Anthony Rendon followed with a double
and scored on a single to left by hot-hitting
Danny Espinosa, which gave him nine hits in
his last 18 at-bats. Ben Revere’s single scored
Espinosa to build the margin to 4-1.

REDS 9, BRAVES 8
Cincinnati continued its rebound from an

11-game losing streak by adding to Atlanta’s
miseries. Tyler Holt drew a bases-loaded
walk with two outs in the ninth inning to
force in the decisive run as the Reds
improved to 10-6 since the losing skid with a
victory over the Braves. Joey Votto opened
the winning rally with a bloop double off
Braves closer Arodys Vizcaino (1-2) and three
walks, one intentional followed. The loss
dropped the Braves to 7-26 at home, includ-
ing 1-8 in one-run decisions.

PHILLIES 7, BLUE JAYS 0
Odubel Herrera hit a home run and had

three RBIs, Ryan Howard homered, Jerad
Eickhoff pitched six scoreless innings and
Philadelphia defeated Toronto. The Phillies
ended a four-game skid with the win while
stopping a three-game winning streak by the
Blue Jays. Eickhoff (4-8) allowed three hits
and four walks to win his second straight
start. The right-hander struck out five before
David Hernandez took over in the seventh.

ROYALS 2, INDIANS 1
Edinson Volquez allowed two hits over

seven scoreless innings, while rookie Whit
Merrifield homered, tripled and scored both
runs as Kansas City defeated division-lead-
ing Cleveland. The Royals had lost six of sev-
en to the Indians, all in Cleveland, before
opening this seven-game homestand with a
victory. The victory moved the Royals within
two games of the Indians. The Royals and
Detroit Tigers are tied for second in the
American League Central. The Indians lost
for only the fourth time in 13 June games
and had their seven-game winning streak
against division opponents snapped. While
Volquez permitted just two hits, he walked
four, including three in the first inning, and
hit a batter. He threw 59 strikes in 95 pitches.
Volquez (6-6) had allowed nine runs on 11
hits and six walks over 11 innings in losing
his previous two starts.

WHITE SOX 10, TIGERS 9 (12 INNINGS)
Adam Eaton looped a base hit to center

to drive in J.B. Shuck with the winning run as
Chicago beat Detroit. Shuck led off the 12th
with a double down the first base line and
advanced to third on Tim Anderson’s
groundout. The RBI single-Eaton’s third
career game-ending hit-came with one out
off Tigers reliever Anibal Sanchez in a game
that lasted 4 hours, 34 minutes. The White
Sox battled back from an early 7-0 deficit
and trailed by two runs in the ninth before
forcing a 9-9 tie to send the game into extra
innings.

TWINS 9, ANGELS 4
Minnesota got home runs from Trevor

Plouffe, Byron Buxton and Robbie Grossman
and a serviceable performance from starting
pitcher Ricky Nolasco to beat Los Angeles.
Nolasco (3-4) was far from dominant, but he
kept the Angels hitters at bay, giving up
three runs on seven hits and one walk in six
innings. Grossman, Joe Mauer and Kurt
Suzuki each had two hits for the Twins.
Mauer has reached base safely by hit or walk
in a major-league-leading 25 consecutive
games.

A’S 14, RANGERS 5
Khris Davis and Josh Phegley hit three-

run homers, powering Oakland past Texas.
A’s rookie left-hander Sean Manaea gave up
only two runs on four hits but left the game
after 4 1/3 innings with a strain of his left
pronator muscle in his forearm. Manaea was
rubbing his left forearm as he talked to an
A’s trainer and manager Bob Melvin on the
mound before exiting after giving up a
home run to Shin-Soo Choo. Davis hit his
15th home run of the season in the third
inning, and Phegley had his first blast of the
year in the fourth. Davis went 2-for-4, drove
in five runs and scored three times. Marcus
Semien and Jake Smolinski each had three
hits, and every A’s starter except Yonder
Alonso had at least one hit.

MARLINS 13, PADRES 4
Adeiny Hechavarria drove in four runs

with a bases-loaded triple and a double, and
Martin Prado had three RBIs off a homer and
two singles as Miami defeated San Diego.
Wei-Yin Chen (4-2) got the win despite yield-
ing four solo homers in six innings. 

He gave up six hits and one walk while
striking out seven. The Marlins had 19 hits,
including three by Ichiro Suzuki, who is one
hit shy of tying Pete Rose’s all-time profes-
sional record of 4,256 hits. 

Suzuki-who was 3-for-4 with two walks,
three runs and a RBI in the game-also drew to
with 23 hits of 3,000 for his major league career.

GIANTS 11, BREWERS 5
Denard Span homered and finished 3-for-

5 with three runs as San Francisco blasted
Milwaukee. Matt Duffy added three hits for
the Giants, and Brandon Crawford knocked
in three runs. 

Joe Panik, Brandon Belt and Buster Posey
contributed two hits apiece. Giants starter
Matt  Cain al lowed three runs in 3 2/3
innings. Albert Suarez (2-1) got the win in
relief, pitching 3 2/3 innings and yielding
two runs. — Reuters

KUWAIT: Out of its policy of encouraging
youth and students in the field of sports,
the Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
recently took part in sponsoring the Atom

Sporting Academy indoor soccer summer
training course for the age category of 6-
15, said CBK’s assistant director for PR and
publicity, Amani Al-Wer’a.  

CBK co-sponsors Atom 

Sporting Academy 

KAPTAGAT: Dawn comes misty and cold on the
steep sides of the Nyaru escarpment as Kenya’s
Olympic men’s marathon team begin their train-
ing run, a line-up of veteran athletes including a
current lawmaker. 

With the Rio Olympics Games less than two
months away, the team with two-time London
marathon winner Eliud Kipchoge and 2012
Boston marathon champ Wesley Korir, have
stepped up their preparations in a bid to reclaim
the title they last won eight years ago.

The 32-year-old Korir is also a serving mem-
ber of the Kenyan parliament, well known as an
anti-doping campaigner.

A surprise inclusion in the squad, he joined
the team for the first time to run the 40-kilome-
tre (25-mile) course and was left bruised after
the workout near Eldoret in Kenya’s north-west
region. “ The key now is to train hard, stay
focused and remain healthy. I think we are going
to take the top three positions in Rio,” Korir, tak-
ing a break from politics to train, told AFP.

Korir says he is “excited to be the first-ever sit-
ting Member of Parliament anywhere in the
world to get the opportunity to run at the
Olympics”. He has been training alone around
the Ngong Hills outside the capital Nairobi. “I
was scared at the beginning because I have nev-

er done a 40K here in Kenya,” he told AFP.
“What I learnt today is that I need to do more

hill work to build the strength in my legs. Today
proved that I am on the right track-so what I
need to do is stay healthy and continue the
training with my teammates.”

Kenya won its first-ever Olympic men’s
marathon medal in 2008, when the late Samuel
Wanjiru powered his way through the streets of
the Chinese capital Beijing, to become the
youngest champion at age 21.

‘RUNNING AS A TEAM’ 
At the 2012 Olympics in London, a relatively

unknown Ugandan, Stephen Kiprotich, capital-
ized on the benefits of training at altitude in
Kenya to steal the Kenyan thunder and become
his country’s first Olympic marathon champion.

Kiprotich, 27, continues to base his training in
Kenya and was part of the group doing the hilly
workout under Kenyan Olympic marathon coach
Richard Metto.

Kiprotich, who added a World title to his
Olympic crown in Moscow in 2013, is well aware
of the tough competition that awaits him in Rio.

“Rio is saying I should defend my title, but the
Kenyans and Ethiopians will be my biggest
opponents,” the Ugandan athlete told AFP.

Among the Kenyans, Kipchoge, who won a
5,000m silver medal in Beijing behind Ethiopia’s
Kenenisa Bekele is considered the favourite to
win the Olympic marathon title.

Unbeaten in the six races since making a suc-
cessful transition from the track to the
marathon, Kipchoge has twice come close to
breaking the world record of 2 hours two min-
utes and 57 seconds currently held by compatri-
ot Dennis Kimetto.

But a world record will not be on the mind of
the 31-year-old in Rio. “I know many people see
me as the favourite in Rio but I don’t have any
pressure. I will just go and enjoy running my
own race. I always make sure I hit the target all
the time,” he said. “It is great and a big boost to
train with the current Olympic champion and
one of our political leaders in this country.

“I will not focus on time in Rio, but we will be
running as a team. My main focus will be to run
good race and aim to finish in the top three posi-
tions,” said Kipchoge.

Kenya has also named one of the strongest
line-ups in the women’s team, including Helah
Kiprop, the reigning world marathon silver-
medallist, and London marathon champion
Jemima Sumgong. Kenya is yet to win the
Olympic women’s gold medal. — AFP

Kenyan politician readies 

to run in Olympic marathon

Three defensive gems help preserve Diamond backs win

American League
Eastern Division

Baltimore 36 26 .581 -       
Boston 36 26 .581 -       
Toronto 35 31 .530 3       
NY Yankees 31 32 .492 5.5   
Tampa Bay 29 32 .475 6.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 35 28 .556 -       
Kansas City 33 30 .524 2       
Detroit 32 31 .508 3       
Chicago WSox 32 32 .500 3.5   
Minnesota 20 43 .317 15      

Western Division
Texas 39 25 .609 -       
Seattle 34 29 .540 4.5   
Houston 30 35 .462 9.5   
Oakland 27 36 .429 11.5  
LA Angels 27 37 .422 12      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 40 24 .625 -       
NY Mets 34 28 .548 5       
Miami 33 31 .516 7       
Philadelphia 30 34 .469 10      
Atlanta 18 45 .286 21.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 43 19 .694 -       
St. Louis 35 28 .556 8.5   
Pittsburgh 32 31 .508 11.5  
Milwaukee 30 34 .469 14      
Cincinnati 25 39 .391 19      

Western Division
San Francisco 39 26 .600 -       
LA Dodgers 33 32 .508 6       
Colorado 30 33 .476 8       
Arizona 29 37 .439 10.5
San Diego 26 39 .400 13     

MLB results/standings

Washington 4, Chicago Cubs 1; Philadelphia 7, Toronto 0; Cincinnati 9, Atlanta 8; Chicago
White Sox 10, Detroit 9 (12 innings); Kansas City 2, Cleveland 1; Arizona 3, LA Dodgers 2;
Minnesota 9, LA Angels 4; Oakland 14, Texas 5; Miami 13, San Diego 4; San Francisco 11,
Milwaukee 5.

PHOENIX: Jean Segura #2 of the Arizona Diamondbacks is tagged out at second base by Corey Seager #5 of the Los Angeles Dodgers dur-
ing the fifth inning at Chase Field on Monday in Phoenix, Arizona. — AFP


