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LONDON: Tiger Woods will be a wel-
come presence as a vice-captain on the
US Ryder Cup team for this year’s edition
of the biennial event, eminent sports
psychologist Dr Bob Rotella told AFP.

The 14-time major winner-who will
miss this week’s US Open as he continues
his recovery from back surgery he under-
went last September-will be listened to
with equal respect by the seasoned vet-
erans as well as the newcomers to the
team, according to Rotella.

Rotella, who is primarily known for his
work with top golfers and is helping US
captain Davis Love III with the psycholog-

ical demands of being skipper, said
Woods would be a huge help in spurring
on the US team given his enthusiastic
support for Australian golfer Jason Day.

“The US team is happy at the very
least that he is an assistant to the cap-
tain,” said Rotella, speaking in his role for
Standard Life Investments, Worldwide
Partner of The Ryder Cup, and for whom
he has made a film on what it takes to be
a world class performer. 

“He will be listened to attentively in
equal measure by the veterans as well as
the young players (for the Cup which
takes place at the Hazeltine National in

Minnesota from September 30 to
October 2). “No finer example of his gen-
erosity in helping other golfers is than
over the past six months he has been
texting Jason Day encouraging and sup-
porting him. 

“Jason has had a lot of talent for a
while but now he looks as if he could win
every tournament he competes in,”
added Rotella, who was speaking by
phone from Oakmont where the US
Open is being held.

Rotella, who has helped among oth-
ers both Love and European skipper
Darren Clarke in the past, said his belief

was Woods would not return to the Tour
until he had sorted out two problems.
“His return, which no one knows for sure
when that will be, will be based on two
factors,” said Rotella.

“Firstly that the physical scars of his
surgery will have disappeared and his
short game is back in shape.

“With regard to the first factor it
seems like he is being really smart and
making sure that when he returns he is
back for good and there is no chance of
any more surgery.

“On the second his short game, when
he left the Tour he was really struggling

with his chipping and putting and he
won’t want to return unless he has recti-
fied that part of his game.”

Rotella, who has written over 10
books on the subject of psychology and
sports, said he had seen golfers come
back too quickly from back problems.

“The mind and the body are very inti-
mately linked,” he said.

“An example of that is I know a lot of
times golfers who have had back prob-
lems and are back playing have bent
down to line up a putt and felt pain. “This
places doubt in their mind and upsets
their focus on the job in hand.” — AFP

US team happy to have Woods along for Ryder Cup ride

OAKLAND: Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James, bottom, dunks past Golden State Warriors forward Harrison Barnes during the second
half of Game 5 of basketball’s NBA Finals in Oakland, Calif., Monday. The Cavaliers won 112-97. — AP

OAKLAND: Kyrie Irving and LeBron James each
scored 41 points Monday to power Cleveland
over defending champion Golden State 112-97,
keeping the Cavaliers’ championship hopes alive
in the NBA Finals.

Faced with a must-win game, the Cavaliers
stars became the first teammates to crack 40
points in the same finals game and scored more
than any players facing NBA Finals elimination in
20 years. Golden State still leads the best-of-sev-
en series 3-2 with game six tomorrow at
Cleveland. A seventh game if needed would be
Sunday back in California. The Warriors, playing
without suspended forward Draymond Green,
were undone when a left knee injury sidelined
Australian center Andrew Bogut early in the
third quarter.  James, who became the ninth
player in NBA history with 1,000 career NBA
Finals points, and Irving each scored 11 points in
the third quarter. Irving netted 12 more in the
fourth. Golden State trimmed an 11-point deficit
to 102-96 on a Curry basket with 6:39 to play,
but Irving scored the next seven points, James
added a 3-pointer for a 112-96 Cleveland lead,
the Warriors going more than five minutes with-
out scoring to seal their fate.

Klay Thompson led Golden State with 37

points while NBA Most Valuable Player Stephen
Curry added 25. The Warriors were without
Green after the NBA issued a one-game ban to
the forward on Sunday. Green was given a fla-
grant foul for striking James in the groin with a
flailing hand in game four and was banned
based on accumulation of such fouls.

Green was the only Warrior to play in every
Golden State regular season and playoff victory
this season.

BOGUT STRUCK
No team has ever recovered from a 3-1 deficit

to win the NBA Finals, but the Cavaliers could
become the first. James, in his sixth consecutive
NBA Finals and seventh overall, extended a per-
sonal streak with at least one road win in an NBA
record 26 consecutive playoff series.

Bogut was struck by Cleveland’s J.R. Smith as
he drove to the basket early in the third quarter
and the Aussie big man landed awkwardly on
his left leg, writhing in pain on the court. He had
to be helped to the locker room with what
appeared to be a severe left knee injury.

With Green gone and Bogut out, the Warriors
went with a smaller and faster lineup, but more
space inside was open for James to drive to the

basket.  Leading 74-71 after Golden State’s Klay
Thompson made five points in a row, the
Cavaliers went on a 19-11 run, with James and
Tristan Thompson each scoring six in the spurt
for a 93-82 Cleveland edge.

James entered the fourth quarter with 36
points, 12 rebounds and six assists-the best
three-quarter figures of his NBA career.  In a
physical and fast-paced first half, Klay Thompson
scored 26 points while James had 25, his most in
any half in this year’s playoffs or any of his seven
finals appearances, as the teams were dead-
locked 61-61 at half-time.  Hot-handed
Thompson, who had 18 points in the second
period alone, made 6-of-8 3-pointers, 3-of-4
from 2-point range and 4-of-4 from the free
throw line to power the Warriors.

James connected on 10-of-18 from the floor,
including 2-of-4 3-pointers, and grabbed nine
rebounds in the first half while Irving added 18
points, hitting 8-of-10 from the floor.

Fans chanted “Free Draymond” and booed
James as the Warriors jumped ahead 9-3, aided
by four Cavaliers turnovers, but James and J.R.
Smith sank back-to-back 3-pointers to lift
Cleveland level at 22-22 and the first half stayed
tight from there. —  AFP

Irving, LeBron power Cavaliers 
over Warriors to extend Finals

NEW DELHI: Spin bowling great Anil
Kumble is among the biggest names to
have applied for the high-profile job as
India head coach, according to media
reports.

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India (BCCI) said Sunday that it had
received 57 applications for the post but
did not reveal any names. Former team
director Ravi Shastri, current chief selec-
tor Sandeep Patil and ex-pace bowler
Venkatesh Prasad were among a few top
former players who made their coaching
intentions public.

But on Monday Kumble, who has
mentored Indian Premier League sides
such as Mumbai Indians and Royal
Challengers Bangalore, was reported to
have also thrown his hat in the ring. “Yes,
I have applied,” the former India skipper
was quoted as saying by The Indian
Express newspaper.

The 45-year-old bagged 619 Test wick-
ets in 132 matches and is only the sec-
ond bowler in cricket history after
England’s Jim Laker to have taken all 10
in a Test innings.

Kumble has previously served as the
president of his state association in
Karnataka and headed BCCI’s technical
committee. He is currently the chairman
of the ICC cricket committee. However
Kumble does not fit the BCCI criteria of
having “coached a cricket team of any of
the member countries of the ICC
(International Cricket Council), at the first
class or at the International level”.

Overseas coaches such as Australia’s
Stuart Law and Dav Whatmore, who was

recently sacked by Zimbabwe, are also
being floated by India’s media as possi-
ble applicants. 

The list will now be pruned by board
secretary Ajay Shirke and the appoint-
ment of the new coach is expected to be
made before India’s tour to the West
Indies in July. — AFP

BASSETERRE: Marlon Samuels produced
his best batting effort in One-Day
International cricket against Australia to
lead the West Indies to a six-wicket victory
in the fifth match of the Tri-Nation series at
Warner Park in St Kitts on Monday.  Set a
challenging target after Usman Khawaja’s
98 and supporting half-centuries from skip-
per Steve Smith (74) and George Bailey (55)
lifted the visitors to 265 for seven batting
first, the enigmatic Samuels stroked 92 to
ensure that the target was reached with 20
deliveries to spare.  “It’s all about delivering
for the team and keeping us in contention
in the competition,” Man of the Match
Samuels said.

With a previous best of 63 from 27 ODIs
against the most dominant team in this
form of the game, the Jamaican right-han-
der made an important deposit on a signifi-
cant overdraft against the World Cup-hold-
ers, his innings spanning 87 deliveries and
decorated with eight fours and four sixes
—  the last three of which came off consec-
utive balls from leg-spinner Adam Zampa
over long-off.  In keeping with his mercurial
nature, he was run out off the very next
delivery to have the West Indies at 240 for
four in the 41st over. Two more wickets fell
to Nathan Coulter-Nile with the score at
254 before Kieron Pollard and Carlos
Brathwaite formalised victory in the 46th
over.  Denesh Ramdin also played a key role
in the run-chase. He supported Samuels in
a 73-run fourth-wicket stand and contin-
ued to play sensibly following the demise
of his senior partner before being bowled
by Coulter-Nile for 29.

WEST INDIES NARROW THE GAP 
Victory pulled the West Indies within a

point of leaders Australia in the three-team
standings.

West Indies next play South Africa on
Wednesday at the same venue.  Samuels
had joined Darren Bravo at the crease fol-

lowing a rollicking opening stand of 74 in
ten overs from Johnson Charles and Andre
Fletcher. Both benefited from dropped
chances by Khawaja before all-rounder
James Faulker removed Fletcher for 27
while Zampa trapped Charles in front for
48.  Bravo and Samuels then steadied the
West Indies chase, keeping them well on
course in an 82-run third-wicket partner-
ship that was broken when Zampa was
summoned back into the attack and
removed Bravo for 39 via at bat-pad catch
that lobbed comfortably to wicketkeeper
Matthew Wade.  

Earlier, Khawaja’s promotion to open the
batting in the absence of the injured David
Warner paid immediate dividends.  He lost
Aaron Finch in the very first over to West
Indies captain Jason Holder but then fea-
tured in a 170-run second-wicket partner-
ship with Smith, who overcame the nag-
ging discomfort of a right leg injury to help
put his team in a commanding position by
the time he departed in the 35th over, the
victim of a clever change of pace from all-
rounder Carlos Brathwaite.  

Khawaja was on the verge of a maiden
ODI hundred but, becalmed in the nineties,
he took on the challenge of a third run for
his third-wicket partner, Bailey, and was
found short of his ground by Jerome
Taylor’s return from the boundary to stand-
in wicketkeeper Fletcher.

His innings occupied 123 deliveries and
was embellished by three sixes and four
fours. Fletcher ’s position behind the
stumps was the result of an injury to
Ramdin who fell heavily on his right shoul-
der when attempting to effect a run out a
few overs earlier. He returned for the final
overs, taking two catches to dismiss Travis
Head and Bailey off Pollard.

Head earned his selection after Warner
was ruled out of the rest of the tournament
with a broken finger sustained against
South Africa on Saturday. — AFP

BASSETERRE: West Indies cricketer Marlon Samuels plays a shot off Australian
bowler Adam Zampa during their One Day International match of the Tri-nation
Series at the Warner Park stadium in Basseterre, Saint Kitts, on Monday. —  AFP 

Samuels sparks West 
Indies over Australia

Australia Innings:      
U. Khawaja run out (Taylor, Fletcher) 98  
A. Finch c Benn b Holder 0   
S. Smith c&amp;b C. Brathwaite 74
G. Bailey c Ramdin b Pollard 55
M. Marsh c Holder b C. Brathwaite 16  
T. Head c Ramdin b Pollard 1   
M. Wade b Holder 5   
J. Faulkner not out 4   
N. Coulter-Nile not out 1   
Extras (lb-2 w-9) 11  
Total (for 7 wickets, 50 overs) 265 
Fall of wickets: 1-1 A. Finch, 2-171 S.
Smith, 3-196 U. Khawaja, 4-245 M. Marsh,
5-249 T. Head, 6-257 M.Wade, 7-259 G.
Bailey
Did not bat: A. Zampa, J. Hazlewood
Bowling: J. Holder 10-0-44-2 (w-1), J.
Taylor 5-0-31-0, S. Narine 10-0-44-0, C.
Brathwaite 10-0-60-2, S. Benn 9-0-52-0
(w-2), K. Pollard 6-0-32-2 (w-2). 

West Indies Innings:
J. Charles lbw b Zampa 48  
A. Fletcher c Bailey b Faulkner 27  
Da. Bravo c Wade b Zampa 39  
M. Samuels run out (Wade) 92  
D. Ramdin b Coulter-Nile 29  
K. Pollard not out 16  
J. Holder c Wade b Coulter-Nile 0   
C. Brathwaite not out 3   
Extras (lb-3 w-9) 12  
Total (for 6 wickets, 45.4 overs) 266 
Fall of wickets: 1-74 A. Fletcher, 2-85 J.
Charles, 3-167 Da. Bravo, 4-240 M.
Samuels, 5-254 D. Ramdin, 6-254 J.
Holder.
Did not bat: S. Narine, S. Benn, J. Taylor.
Bowling: J.  Hazlewood 9-0-46-0, N.
Coulter-Nile 9.4-0-67-2 (w-4), J. Faulkner
6-0-31-1, T. Head 6-0-29-0 (w-1), M. Marsh
8-0-30-0, A. Zampa 7-0-60-2.                  
Result: West Indies won by 4 wickets.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of play in the fifth Triangular Series match between West Indies
and Australia on Monday in Basseterre, St Kitts and Nevis. 

Cook says England ready 
for Pakistan, hails Hales

LONDON: England test skipper Alastair Cook believes his
batsmen are well-prepared to deal with Pakistan’s fiery
attack next month after getting plenty of practice in the
middle against a weakened Sri Lanka side.

England crushed Sri Lanka 2-0 in the three-test home
series that concluded on Monday, facing little resistance
from a team shorn of frontline pacemen Dushmantha
Chameera and Dhammika Prasad through injury at differ-
ent stages during the tour.

However, Cook’s side can expect a far bigger challenge
from a formidable Pakistani pace attack spearheaded by
left-armers Mohammad Amir and Wahab Riaz, supple-
mented by tricky leg-spinner Yasir Shah.

“They’ve got a very good pace attack, backed up with
spinners,” Cook said after the rain-hit final test against Sri
Lanka ended in a tame draw at Lord’s. “But we’re ready for
them. We scored a lot of runs against Australia’s attack
here last year. I think it’s going to be a brilliant series.”

Amir will be returning to test cricket after serving a
five-year ban following a spot-fixing scandal in England,
while the four-test series will be Shah’s first since he
served a three-month suspension for a doping violation.

Cook will also be delighted to have finally found a sta-
ble opening partner in Alex Hales, who finished the series
against Sri Lanka as the second highest scorer on 292
runs from five innings. His performance marked a signifi-
cant improvement by the 27-year-old Hales, who aver-
aged just 17 in his debut test series in South Africa earlier
this year as he struggled to make the transition from lim-
ited-overs cricket.

“Three scores of 80 and above from Alex Hales was
really pleasing,” Cook said of his eighth opening partner
since Andrew Strauss retired in 2012.

“He’s certainly tightened up his game from South
Africa and probably just learned about test cricket.”

It was a satisfying series for Jonny Bairstow too, the
English wicketkeeper-batsman emerging as the top-scor-
er and walking away with the man-of-the-series award.
Cook hailed Bairstow’s batting prowess but admitted the
26-year-old had room for improvement behind the
stumps. “It’s great to have an attacking batsman coming
in and taking it to the opposition. — Reuters

Kumble applies for 
India coaching job 

Anil Kumble 


