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FAN FERVOR

Former rebel Evra now France’s wise old man
PARIS: It has been a tortuous journey for France’s
Patrice Evra, once blamed for playing a dark role in
the worst scandal in the history of the national team
but now in the limelight as the wise old man of a
team with high hopes.

Leading by example and always careful to send
out a positive message, Evra, the oldest player in the
France squad at 35, offers protection to the young-
sters and his experience to all.

“He is very important to us because he’s been
through many things, has won big titles and played
for big clubs”, said midfielder Moussa Sissoko. “When
he talks, you listen”.

Playing in his fifth major tournament, Evra has an
impressive resume, featuring five Premier League
titles and a Champions League win with Manchester
United as well as two Serie A titles with Juventus, his
current club.

So vital is Evra to France that there was no debate
on whether he should remain in the starting lineup
despite giving away a penalty in a dismal perform-
ance in Les Bleus’ opening 2-1 win over Romania at
Euro 2016 on Friday.

“I had the feeling there were 12 Romanians out
there,” he said afterwards, not sounding a bit worried
about his immediate future. “It was tough because

we were under a great deal of pressure but this will
allow us to play more freely now.”

France coach Didier Deschamps, who had Evra in
his team when he coached AS Monaco in the 2004
Champions League final, has the inexperienced
Lucas Digne as his only other option at left back.

It would thus be surprising if Evra did not start
France’s second Group A game against Albania on
Wednesday in Marseille before they face Switzerland
in their final game in the section.

WORLD CUP FIASCO
It was a very different story six years ago at the

World Cup in South Africa, when Evra was captain of
the team who went to their bus, pulled the curtains
shut and refused to train at their base which had the
misnomer of the “Field of dreams”.

The unprecedented strike was aimed at protest-
ing against a decision by the French Football
Federation (FFF) to kick striker Nicolas Anelka out of
the squad after he insulted then coach Raymond
Domenech at halftime of a game against Mexico.

Evra’s first comments after that were to blame the
“traitor” inside the squad who had leaked Anelka’s
crude words to the press. His behaviour during that
fiasco resulted in a five-match ban handed down by

the disciplinary committee of the FFF.
The traumatic events that unfolded on the shores

of the Knysna lagoon prompted a nationwide debate
about what it meant to wear the France colours.

It took years for the wounds to heal and for the
France team to redeem themselves but now the fans
are back behind Les Bleus and Evra can be seen chat-
ting with them and cheerfully signing autographs.

Once reluctant to talk to the media, he shows up
at news conferences in a relaxed mood and, after the
game against Romania, he was one of few France
players to make a lengthy stop in the mixed zone
where journalists meet players.

“I always said I was ready to take blows if it could
protect the other players,” said Evra, who had used a
similar formula to explain his attitude during the
Knysna scandal. “When I feel that one of the players is
not feeling well, it hurts me.”

Evra said his approach to life had changed at the
World Cup in Brazil two years ago after he read a
book about the power of mindfulness by NBA coach
Phil Jackson.

“It helped me a lot,” he told Le Parisien newspaper.
“I see things differently, I see people differently. You
may laugh but I also see trees differently. I can feel
they’re alive”. — Reuters

CHANTILLY: Exchanges this week between Wales
star Gareth Bale and England manager Roy Hodgson
represented the latest potshots in an uneven football
rivalry that stretches back 137 years.

Speaking ahead of his side’s 2-1 win over Slovakia
in their Euro 2016 opener, Bale said that England, who
Wales face in Lens on Thursday, “big themselves up
before they’ve done anything”.

It prompted Hodgson to shoot back that the Real
Madrid forward had been “disrespectful”. England
midfielder Jack Wilshere upped the ante by declaring
that the dislike between the countries was mutual.

England’s 1-1 draw with Russia in their first Group
B game means that Wales will go into the match with
the upper hand, which is not a position to which they
are accustomed. A goal by Thomas Heathcote Sorby
earned England a 2-1 victory over Wales when the
teams first met at London’s Kennington Oval in
January 1879. It set the tone for much of what was to
follow. In 101 meetings between the teams, England
have lost on only 14 occasions. Between 1946 and
1976 they tasted defeat just once in 33 encounters.
Wales’s few wins have been celebrated exuberantly,
most notably in the 1980 edition of the now-defunct
British Home Championship, when an England team
that had beaten world champions Argentina four
days earlier was thrashed 4-1 at Wrexham’s
Racecourse Ground. In the main, however, England
have had things their way. This century, the teams
have only met four times and England have won all
four games without conceding a goal.

Historically, the relationship between the two
nations has been one of English incursions and Welsh
resentment, from King Edward I’s invasion of Wales in
the 13th century to Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher’s war on striking Welsh coalminers in the
1980s. Today, Wales answers to the British govern-
ment in London, although it was given a degree of
political autonomy by the creation of the Welsh
Assembly in 1999. “Wales is administratively part of
England and so Welsh national identity is a rather
contested area,” Huw Richards, a Welsh journalist and
academic, told AFP. “An awful lot of Welsh national
identity is tied into the relationship with England and

is about not being England, being different.”
Welsh mistrust of England was encapsulated by

former Wales rugby player Phil Bennett in a speech to
his team-mates prior to a game against England in
1977. “Look what these bastards have done to Wales,”
Bennett is reputed to have bellowed in the Cardiff
Arms Park changing room. “They’ve taken our coal,
our water, our steel. They buy our homes and only live
in them for a fortnight every year. What have they giv-
en us? Absolutely nothing.” Wales won the game that
followed, but while the rugby pitches of London and

Cardiff have long been level playing fields, competing
on a par with England in football is a novelty. “On the
football pitch, they’re the ones we want to beat above
all others,” says Christian Mason, a 46-year-old Wales
fan from Gwent in southeast Wales. “It’s about prov-
ing who we are. If they don’t beat us, they’re going to
get absolutely hammered by their press and their
supporters because they just see us as a nothing.”
Whereas England see Germany and Argentina as their
biggest football rivals, Wales only have eyes for their
neighbours. — AFP

Wales versus England, a 
tale of fraternal friction

LENS: A combination of two file pictures made on June 13, 2016 shows Wales’ forward Gareth Bale (L) on
June 8, 2016, in Dinard, western France, and England’s forward Harry Kane (R), on March 29, 2016, in
London. England will faces Wales in their Euro 2016 group B football match tomorrow in Lens. — AFP 

PARIS:  Russia could be thrown out of Euro 2016 if their
fans cause further trouble inside a stadium after UEFA
imposed a suspended disqualification and a 150,000
euro ($168,300.00) fine on the Russian Football Union
(RFU) yesterday. Masked Russia supporters charged at
England fans, punching and kicking them, after the final
whistle of the 1-1 Group B draw at the Stade Velodrome
in Marseille on Saturday.  Russia’s fans were also involved
in violent clashes with England supporters in the port
city before and after the match.  “Charges relating to
crowd disturbances, use of fireworks and racist behav-
iour had been brought against the RFU (Russian Football
Union),” UEFA said in a statement, adding its ethics com-
mittee had imposed a suspended disqualification and
fine.  “Such suspension will be lifted if incidents of a simi-
lar nature (crowd disturbances) happen inside the stadi-
um at any of the remaining matches of the Russian team
during the tournament,” it added.

Sports minister Vitaly Mutko told the R-Sport news
agency that Russia, who have been chosen to stage the
2018 World Cup, would not appeal against the sanction.

“This decision (to fine Russia) was pre-determined.
There was the decision of the executive committee, now
they just confirmed this decision,” said Mutko.

“The punishment is excessive, but we cannot influ-
ence it.  The fine is enormous as the Russian Football
Union is a non-commercial organisation. There is no
sense to appeal. But what (has) the team has to do with
that? It is not guilty.”

STRONG RESPONSE
The violence in the stadium followed three days of

clashes between English, Russian and French fans in the
Mediterranean port city that drew a strong response
from riot police.  French Prime Minister Manuel Valls said
on Tuesday that some football fans will be deported from
France after violent clashes marred the start of the Euro
2016 tournament, and a group of Russia fans was
detained near Cannes on the French Riviera.  While
UEFA’s sanctions announced on Tuesday relate to inci-
dents inside stadiums, the governing body warned last
Sunday that it could throw England or Russia out of the

tournament “irrespective of any decisions taken by the
independent disciplinary bodies relating to incidents
inside the stadium” if violence continues in areas outside.

Russia next face Slovakia in Group B in Lille, while
England take on Wales in neighbouring Lens on
Thursday. Wales are top with three points followed by
England and Russia with a point apiece and Slovakia
who are yet to get off the mark.  Security has been
beefed up for the two games, UEFA said.  “We will imple-
ment additional corrective measures for the games com-

ing up in Lens and Lille and we hope that those meas-
ures will be sufficient to avoid any other crowd trouble
during the matches,” a spokesman said.  It is the second
time in as many European Championship tournaments
that the Russian federation has faced sanctions because
of the behaviour of its supporters.  The RFU was fined
and given a suspended six-point deduction for its Euro
2016 qualifying campaign after fans assaulted stadium
security staff and displayed illicit banners at the 2012
tournament in Poland and Ukraine. — Reuters

Russia handed suspended 
Euro 2016 disqualification

MARSEILLE: In this Saturday, June 11, 2016 file photo, stewards speak to Russian supporters after clash-
es broke out in the stands during the Euro 2016 Group B soccer match between England and Russia, at
the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, France. UEFA’s disciplinary body says yesterday Russia will be dis-
qualified from the European Championship if there is more fan violence inside stadiums in France. —AP


