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FAN FERVOR

England fans are no angels, says Russia striker Dzyuba
LILLE: Russia striker Artem Dzyuba yesterday hit out
at English fans following trouble in Marseille, saying
that they were being depicted as “angels” and that
there were political motivations for blaming Russian
supporters. The Zenit St Petersburg forward spoke
after UEFA warned Russia they would be kicked out of
Euro 2016 if their fans caused one more incident of
stadium trouble during the tournament.

Fighting marred Saturday’s 1-1 draw between
Russia and England at Marseille’s Stade Velodrome,
which followed confrontations on the streets of the
southern French city.

“I dont really understand this kind of reaction of
the British media. We have this impression that
English supporters are like angels coming to this
country and behaving themselves,” Dzyuba said,
angrily refuting claims from England that Russian
hooligans were to blame.

Russian fans crossed security barriers inside the
Stade Velodrome and attacked England fans. Dozens
of English supporters, including women and children,
had to flee across security barriers to escape.

But Dzyuba indicated that England fans were
equally to blame for the violence and that there was a
campaign to take the 2018 World Cup away from the
country. “I cannot affirm it, but it is possible, it is prob-
able. We see the things that the British media are talk-
ing about, about the 2018 World Cup and that it
should be taken away from Russia, so these are
thoughts I have sometimes.

“It is 50-50 and in every conflict there are two
parts. I am not saying only Russians are at fault,”
added Dzyuba, who spoke in Lille, where Russia face
Slovakia in their second Group B game on
Wednesday. Local authorities are fearful of more trou-
ble in the northern city, especially as England fans are
set to gather there ahead of their match with Wales
on Thursday in the much smaller town of Lens, just
down the road. “Please can we talk about the game,”
he appealed. “This is not a street-fighting champi-
onship, this is football. “We have already said several
times that we hope the fans will behave properly.

“Our supporters have to focus on just supporting
us and we will try to show our best qualities. We want

to play this competition. “We are happy to be here
and it will be a big disappointment if we go out.”

ENGLISH FANS ‘UNETHICAL’ 
Russia coach Leonid Slutsky appeared unwilling to

overtly condemn any involvement of Russian fans in
last weekend’s violence. He was also confident that
UEFA would not follow through on any threat to kick
them out of the tournament.

“We are sure that we are not going to be kicked
out. There is not going to be any injustice,” said
Slutsky. “We would like to repeat we are sure that our
supporters will not do the same and will not give any
reasons to disqualify our team.

“We do not know what happened on the streets of
course, but when the Russian national anthem was
played there were England supporters shouting. 

“This was unethical as were all the gestures we
received from England fans on the way to the stadi-
um. “There are some people who come to the game
to watch and others who come to behave as badly as
possible.” — AFP

EVIAN-LES-BAINS: Germany needs to focus on its
defensive weaknesses as it prepares to play Poland, the
top-scorers in qualifying for the European
Championship. The world champions opened their cam-
paign Sunday with a 2-0 win against Ukraine but were
grateful to goalkeeper Manuel Neuer for three outstand-
ing saves and Jerome Boateng for a goal-line clearance.

Poland, which is led by qualifying top scorer
Robert Lewandowski, will present a bigger challenge
for Germany’s defense with both sides eyeing first
place in Group C on Thursday at the Stade de France.
Poland also won its first match, beating Northern
Ireland 1-1. “We have to be careful,” Boateng said at
the team’s tournament base at Evian-les-Bains on
Tuesday. “They have good offensive people and not
just Lewandowski.” One positive development for
Germany is that defender Mats Hummels is fit after
recovering from a calf injury he sustained in the
German Cup final last month in his last game for
Borussia Dortmund.

Germany coach Joachim Loew needs to decide
whether to risk Hummels, who hasn’t played in
almost four weeks, or continue with his stop-gap
solution of Shkodran Mustafi partnering Boateng in
central defense. Mustafi opened the scoring against
Ukraine but looked vulnerable at times against
speedy wingers Andriy Yarmolenko and Yevhen
Konoplyanka, and the Valencia defender almost gift-
ed a late equalizer in a mix-up with Neuer.

Bayern Munich midfielder Joshua Kimmich could
also fill in, as could Bayer Leverkusen’s Jonathan Tah,
though both players are short of experience. The 20-
year-old Tah was a late call up for original Hummels-
replacement Antonio Ruediger, who tore a cruciate
ligament in his right knee in training.

Poland’s victory over Northern Ireland in Nice on
Sunday was the country’s fist victory at a European
Championship. The team is unlikely to be overawed
after beating Germany in qualifying - its first win over

its neighbor in 19 games. Lewandowski said it is “the
best Polish team in which I have ever played.”
Lewandowski is partnered in attack by Ajax striker
Arkadiusz Milik, familiar to Bundesliga  fans from his
time at Leverkusen and Augsburg. Though
Lewandowski was quiet against the Northern Irish -
no shots on goal and only 49 touches of the ball - he
created space for Milik to score the only goal.

“The goal was important, I’m really happy about it,”
the 22-year-old Milik said. “But even more important
are the three points. We still have a few steps ahead of
us; this is not the end of the journey.”

The game will see Germany return to the Stade de
France for the first time since the stadium  was target-
ed during its friendly with France in the attacks that
killed 130 people in Paris on Nov. 13.

Boateng said the players were not thinking of the
security arrangements. “We’re concentrating on the
sporting aspects,” Boateng said. “We’re traveling
tomorrow as normal and we’ll be well-prepared for
the game.” Boateng had previously said his family and
children would not attend games because “the risk is
too great for me.”

“It ’s not for one reason,” the Bayern Munich
defender said yesterday, “but for many from the last
tournaments, from the traveling. Because I have two
small daughters, I decided this time that they should-
n’t travel here and there for the whole tournament
and come to every stadium.”

It promises to be a special game for Germany for-
ward Lukas Podolski, who was born in Poland and still
maintains strong links with the country.

“The Poles have made great strides in recent
years,” said Podolski, appearing at his seventh major
tournament. “Players are playing abroad and they
have lots of young players coming through. It’s the
most dangerous opponent in the group for us. I
hope we’re first and the Poles second coming out of
the group.” —AP

Germany to shore up defense ahead of Poland clash

UEFA EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Russia v Slovakia 16:00
beIN MAX 2 HD
beIN MAX 3 HD EN
beIN MAX 1 HD
beIN MAX 4 HD FR

Romania v Switzerland 19:00
beIN MAX 2 HD
beIN MAX 3 HD EN
beIN MAX 1 HD
beIN MAX 4 HD FR

France v Albania 22:00
beIN MAX 2 HD
beIN MAX 3 HD EN
beIN MAX 1 HD
beIN MAX 4 HD FR

COPA AMERICA CENTENARIO

Chile v Panama 3:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD FR
beIN MAX 2 HD
beIN MAX 3 HD EN
beIN MAX 4 HD FR

Argentina v Bolivia 5:00 
beIN SPORTS 1 HD FR
beIN MAX 2 HD
beIN MAX 3 HD EN
beIN MAX 4 HD FR

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LYON: Emanuele Giaccherini and Graziano Pelle
sparked wild celebrations by Italy after scoring the
goals in a 2-0 win over world number two side
Belgium in their opening Euro 2016 match.

Defending champions Spain, seeking an unprece-
dented third triumph, also started with a hard fought
1-0 win over Czech Republic. Zlatani Ibrahimovic’s
Sweden and Irish Republic drew 1-1.

Belgium’s Red Devils were punished by a ruthless
Italian performance despite dominating for long
spells of the Group E clash in Lyon. Italy’s coach said
the team’s first round failure at the 2014 World Cup
should inspire the Azzurri to success at the European
Championship.

“That open wound from two years ago needs to
burn in the players,” Conte said. Giaccherini’s strike
just after the half hour put future Chelsea manager
Conte’s men in front before Southampton striker Pelle
sealed the win with a thumping finish from Antonio
Candreva’s cross. Veteran goalkeeper and captain
Gianluigi Buffon sprinted the length of the pitch to
join in the celebrations. Pelle also jumped as though
he had won the tournament.

Belgium now face a crucial clash with Ireland on
Saturday in Bordeaux if they are to avoid an embar-
rassing early exit.

A star-studded Belgian attack containing Eden
Hazard, Kevin de Bruyne and Romelu Lukaku were
frustrated throughout by Italy’s ‘BBC’ defence of
Andre Barzagli,  Leonardo Bonucci and Giorgio
Chiellini. “The defence was fantastic, I think we have
the best back line in the competition, they made the
difference,” said goalscorer Giaccherini. At the other
end, the Belgians were exposed  when Bonucci’s long
floated pass found Giaccherini in behind the Belgium
defence to stroke his shot past the exposed Thibaut
Courtois.

Belgium upped the intensity after the break and
twice came close when Lukaku clipped the post
before his replacement Divock Origi headed over
when unmarked from close range.

But Italy continued to pose a threat on the count-
er-attack and sealed a massive three points when
Pelle volleyed into an unguarded goal from
Candreva’s unselfish cross.

PIQUE TO THE RESCUE 
Spain’s quest to win an unprecedented third con-

secutive European championship got off to a winning
start as Barcelona defender Gerard Pique overcame
dogged Czech defence to seal a 1-0 win in Toulouse.

Pique, a target of abuse from Spain fans this sea-
son due to unflattering comments about Barca’s rivals
Real Madrid, was the unlikely hero as he powered
home man-of-the-match Andres Iniesta’s cross at the
far post three minutes from time.

“It is very important to start well,” said Pique.

“We played well, controlled the game, created
chances, but the ball didn’t want to go in. In the end I
had the luck to score the goal.” Spain’s build-up to the
tournament was rocked by reports last week claiming
goalkeeper David de Gea had been involved in a sex
scandal. But coach Vicente del Bosque kept faith in
the Manchester United shot-stopper by handing him
the gloves ahead of the legendary Iker Casillas.

De Gea’s opposite number was much busier.
Arsenal’s Petr Cech kept the European champions at
bay with fine saves to deny Alvaro Morata, Jordi Alba
and David Silva. Cech’s resistence was finally broken
in uncharacteristic fashion when Pique was on hand
to turn home Iniesta’s inch-perfect cross at the back
post. However, there was still time for De Gea to justi-
fy his inclusion as he parried Vladimir Darida’s thun-
derous volley to safety.

SWEDEN FIGHTBACK 
Ireland and Sweden remain in the fight to make

the last 16 after Ciaran Clark’s own goal cancelled out

Wes Hoolahan’s brilliant finish for the Irish in Paris.
Hoolahan met Seamus Coleman’s flighted ball with

a controlled first-time strike three minutes into the
second-half at the Stade de France to give Ireland a
lead they fully deserved.

However, having been kept quiet for long spells by
the Irish defence, Sweden captain Zlatan Ibrahimovic
created the equaliser in the 71st minute when his cut-
back was turned into his own net by Aston Villa
defender Clark. “Of course the goal deflates you and
there is disappointment in the dressing room, but I
don’t think the players should be downhearted with
their performance,” said Ireland manager Martin
O’Neill “I think they should be absolutely thrilled with
the way we played.”

By contrast, Sweden boss Erik Hamren admitted
his side need to improve drastically if they are to
reach the knockout stages. “Even though we man-
aged to come back and equalise, I am disappointed.
We will need to play at 300 percent to get through,”
he said. — AFP

Italy celebrate on road to 

redemption at Euro 2016

LYON: Belgium’s Divock Origi, center, heads the ball during the Euro 2016 Group E soccer match
between Belgium and Italy at the Grand Stade in Decines-Charpieu, near Lyon, France, Monday. — AP


