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Studio ‘Job Mad House’ is the first
American solo museum exhibition of
the work of collaborators Job Smeets

(Belgian, b 1970) and Nynke Tynagel (Dutch, b
1977), who established their atelier, Studio
Job, in Antwerp in 2000. Since then, they have
developed a distinctive body of highly
expressive and opulent work, characterized
by pattern, ornament, humor, and historical,
sociocultural, and personal narrative.

Smeets and Tynagel draw inspiration from
an itinerant education, traveling throughout
Europe and studying important historical col-
lections of art and decorative arts. Their com-
mitment to craftsmanship reflects an ongoing
interest in the revival of traditional applied
arts practices, such as bronze casting, gilding,
marquetry, stained glass, and faience, but
with a contemporary approach. The atelier
operates in the manner of an Old Master artist
studio by engaging the skills of the most tal-
ented artisans in the production of their work.

The interdisciplinary nature of Studio Job’s
oeuvre makes it difficult to categorize. Their
work is deliberately provocative and uncon-
ventional, giving them the reputation of
enfants terribles of the art and design world.

This exhibition will feature a variety of media
and forms, including art objects, furniture,
sculpture, lighting, interiors, and wall and
floor coverings in an immersive installation
conceived by the artists uniquely for MAD.
Studio ‘Job Mad House’ is organized by the
Museum of Arts and Design’s Marcia Docter
Senior Curator, Ronald T Labaco, with Project
Managers Riva Arnold and Angelik
Vizcarrondo-Laboy.

Major support for Studio ‘Job Mad House’
is provided by Marian C Burke and KLM Royal
Dutch Airlines, the Official Airline of MAD.
Additional support is generously provided by
the Consulate General of the Netherlands in
New York as part of the Dutch Culture USA
program; Swarovski; Creative Industries Fund
NL; Marcia and Richard Mishaan; Amy Gold
and Brett Gorvy; and the Director’s Circle and
the International Council,  two leading
Museum support groups. MAD gratefully
acknowledges the in-kind support of
Carpenters Workshop Gallery, Exposize, NLXL,
and Chamber.-madmuseum.org

Studio ‘Job Mad House’

This undated installations view show part of the exhibit ‘Studio Job Mad House’ at the Museum of Arts and Design in New York. The museum is the first
in the US to focus solely on the eye-popping works of Belgian art and design duo Studio Job and runs through August 21. — AP photos

Historic sites connected to Alexander
Hamilton are getting a lot more visitors
than they used to, thanks to a little

Broadway show you might have heard about. Fans
of the musical “Hamilton,” which won 11 Tony
Awards Sunday, are hunting down every Hamilton
spot they can think of, from his home in Harlem, to
his burial site in Lower Manhattan, to Hamilton
Park in Weehawken, New Jersey, near the dueling
grounds where he was shot by Aaron Burr.

Kerissa Bearce, 25, an instructional technology
coach from Fort Worth, Texas, visited all those sites
and many more when she came to New York to see
the show with two friends. “I pretty much don’t
remember anything about the founding of my
country, but now I’m learning all of it,” Bearce said.
Bearce is among thousands of “Hamilton” fans
boosting visitor numbers at historic sites that in the
past were barely on tourists’ radars. Hamilton
Grange, his Harlem home and a National Park site,
had as many visitors in the first five months of this
year as it did in all of 2015 - more than 35,000 peo-
ple. And that’s a 75 percent increase over the
21,000 visitors who toured the Grange in 2014, the
year before “Hamilton” opened. 

They’re questioning us
Artifacts at the site include a piano that

Hamilton’s daughter Angelica played. A replica of
the instrument is featured in the show. But fans are
also finding their way to more obscure spots, like
the Schuyler-Hamilton House in Morristown, New
Jersey, where Hamilton courted his wife Eliza. “We
have 5-year-olds, 16-year-olds, 30-year-olds com-
ing here now,” said Pat Sanftner, who gives tours of
the Schuyler-Hamilton House. “We did not have
that audience in our museum before. We had 60-
year-olds. It’s wonderful to have these conversa-
tions now with visitors. We’re not just teaching.
They’re questioning us and they’re thinking.”

Tourists have always visited Hamilton’s tomb in
the graveyard at Trinity Church in Lower
Manhattan. But now, not only are more people
paying their respects, but they’re also looking for
the graves of Hamilton’s wife, sister-in-law, son and
his buddy Hercules Mulligan. “Visitors also now
leave flowers, stones, coins, notes, even a potted
plant, at Hamilton’s monument and on Eliza’s stone
just in front of it,” said Trinity spokeswoman Lynn
Goswick.

The show’s star and creator, Lin-Manuel
Miranda, wrote part of “Hamilton” at the Morris-
Jumel Mansion in Manhattan’s Washington
Heights. The mansion’s executive director Carol
Ward estimates that half of their visitors now come
because of the show. “We’ve been riding the wave,”
Ward said. “The show has gotten people interested
in history in a completely new, fresh way.”

The Morris-Jumel Mansion is known for a dinner
party hosted there by President George
Washington for his cabinet, attended by Hamilton,
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. (A different
dinner party depicted in the show’s song “The
Room Where It Happens” took place at Jefferson’s
residence, now marked with a plaque at 57 Maiden
Lane in Lower Manhattan.) But the mansion has a
Burr connection too: Burr married the rich widow

who owned the house. She later divorced Burr, and
her lawyer was Hamilton’s son.

Spring Street
A truly obscure spot on the Hamilton trail is a

well where a woman’s body was found in 1800,
located in Manhattan’s SoHo neighborhood.
Hamilton and Burr defended the woman’s lover
against a murder charge, and while the well isn’t
mentioned in the musical, the trial is referenced in
one song. That was enough to send Bearce and her
friends looking for the well, now located inside the
COS clothing store on Spring Street. “We were in
pursuit of that well,” said Bearce. Other pilgrimage
sites include Hamilton statues in Central Park and
at Columbia University. A sign outside 82 Jane St in
Greenwich Village marks the site where Hamilton
was taken to die after the duel left him mortally
wounded.

Some destinations are advertising in the
Broadway Playbill for “Hamilton,” including the
Caribbean island of Nevis, where Hamilton was
born, and the Museum of American Finance on
Wall Street, where Hamilton founded the Bank of
New York. The museum has an Alexander Hamilton
Room. The Alexander Hamilton Awareness Society
(AHA) has been holding Hamilton celebrations
since 2012, but bigger turnouts are expected this
year for AHA’s Celebrate Hamilton programs. 

‘I Love NY’
Events scheduled for July include the “Young

Immigrant Hamilton Tour,” July 7-8, in Elizabeth,
New Jersey, where Hamilton attended prep school,
and a July 7 talk about Hamilton as “Spymaster,”
focusing on his espionage work, at Fraunces Tavern
in Lower Manhattan. The New-York Historical
Society launches “Summer of Hamilton” July 4 with
a variety of programs plus artifacts like the pam-
phlet admitting Hamilton’s affair with Maria
Reynolds. Hamilton items already on display at the
society include a pair of statues depicting him and
Burr facing off in the duel, along with replicas of
their pistols.

The “I Love NY” tourism campaign is pitching
sites from a “Path Through History” trail using lyrics
from the show. For example, as Washington’s “right-
hand man,” Hamilton was a guest at the Van Wyck
Homestead in Fishkill, New York. Eliza’s sister
Angelica sings she’s “always by your side” at Eliza’s
wedding to Hamilton at the Schuyler Mansion in
Albany. And at the Dutchess County Courthouse in
Poughkeepsie, Hamilton argued for ratification of
the Constitution, as in, “We’re making history.” — AP

A black plaque at 82 Jane St in New York marking the site where Alexander Hamilton died
in 1804. — AP photos

Photo shows Alexander Hamilton’s tomb in the graveyard at Trinity Church in Lower
Manhattan.

Photo shows the Alexander Hamilton Room at the
Museum of American Finance in Lower Manhattan.

Historic sites get more visitors, 
thanks to ‘Hamilton’ fans 

File photo taken in the
Schuyler-Hamilton House in

Morristown, NJ, shows curator
Patricia Sanftner holding pic-

tures of Alexander Hamilton
and his wife, Elizabeth

Schuyler.

Photo shows The Grange, the home that
Alexander Hamilton moved his family into in
1802 in the Harlem section of New York City.

A visitor to the cemetery of Trinity Church, stops at the grave of Alexander Hamilton, in
New York’s Financial District.

The dining room at the Morris-Jumel Mansion in New York.

Photo shows the grave of Alexander Hamilton in the cemetery of Trinity Church, in New
York’s Financial District.


