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Central prison blaze 

KUWAIT: The fire at Kuwait’s Central Prison was caused by a short cir-
cuit, Deputy Director General of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) Maj Gen Jamal Al-Bulaihees said. He thanked firefighters for
their efforts to control the blaze, highly appreciating their hard work
to provide protection for people and property around the clock. Six
firefighting teams managed earlier today to control the blaze in the
prison’s ward four, but one person lost his life and about 55 others
were injured and hurried to hospitals. Meanwhile, His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has sent cables to
Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Minister of Health Dr Ali Saad Al-Obaidi and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah. In his cables, His Highness the Amir expressed his
gratitude to the ministers and staff at the Ministries of Health and
Interior for their efforts exerted in extinguishing the fire that broke
out at the Central Prison, lauding the role of security men in safe-
guarding the prison and curbing damage of the fire. His Highness the
Amir also extolled the role of the firefighters who controlled the blaze
bravely and professionally, and saved lives of prisoners, wishing those
injured a speedy recovery. 

PAM - work permits 

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) said it is
coordinating with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
to allow workers to change their work permits in order to
get employment at cooperative societies provided they
did not violate the terms of their original employment in
the first place. Aseel Al-Maziyad, head of the authority’s
public relations department, said in a statement to KUNA
that employment departments were receiving requests of
workers to change the status of their work permit to quali-
fy them to work at any cooperative society. 

Ban to meet Amir 

NEW YORK: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon is scheduled to
visit Kuwait tomorrow in a regional official trip, that includes
Kuwait, Israel and the State of Palestine. His spokesperson Staffan
Dujarric confirmed, the senior UN official is scheduled to meet
with His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. During his one-day visit, the UN Chief will also
meet His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah as well as the First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khalid Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Since
Kuwait is hosting the Yemeni peace talks, Ban will meet with his
Special Envoy for Yemen, Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, as well as
the Yemeni parties participating in the UN-facilitated peace talks
in Kuwait. After Kuwait, the UN Chief will head for Israel and the
State of Palestine. In Gaza, where he will visit a girls’ school run by
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) and participate in a meeting of the Gaza central school
parliament. He will also visit a reconstruction project and hold a
town hall meeting with UN staff working in Gaza.

KUWAIT: Sea birds roam across Kuwaiti waters as Kuwait temperature soars above 45 degrees Celsius. —KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Salhiya detectives arrested a citizen who stole
gold bracelets from children’s hands in Mubarakiya mar-
ket. The security station at the market received several
complaints about an unknown lady who stalks children

and stealing their jewelry. Police intensified their on-
foot patrols, until they were able to arrest the woman
red-handed while stealing a bracelet of a young girl. The
suspect said she stole three other times in the past few
months and sold them to a store in the same market.
Police are questioning the jeweler who bought them
from her.

Brokers arrested
Residency detectives arrested two brokers in bogus

domestic help offices following information about a group
of Zimbabwe female workers falling victim to brokers who
bring domestic help. The workers were reportedly sur-
prised to find out that the work was different from what
was offered in the bogus contracts they signed. When the
information was authenticated a team was formed and
the two brokers were caught. It was discovered that they
were involved in bringing female workers and trading in
them. They were sent to concerned authorities.

Airport security
RSI department at the Interior Ministry said some social

media rumors that there are plans to move the security of
Kuwait International Airport from the Interior Ministry to
the National Guard is not true. It said the Interior Ministry
looks forward to carrying out its duties and responsibilities
in the best way possible.

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Minister of Public
Works and Minister of State for
National Assembly Affairs Dr Ali Al-
Omair said his country is keen on coop-
eration with other GCC member states
to implement the GCC railway network.
“The GCC leaders instructed their
respective governments to attach great
importance to this vital project which
will facilitate the movement of individ-
uals and commodities among our
countries,” he told reporters. Al-Omair

made the press remarks following the
extraordinary meeting of the GCC min-
isters of transport and communication
at the GCC Secretariat here. “The meet-
ing discussed the progress made in this
mega project,” he said, noting that
some GCC members have finalized the
designing and started implementing of
the project while others are still work-
ing on the designs.  

“We have also discussed the GCC
partnership in navigational assistance

and standard controls for licensing the
ship inspecting companies as well as
the single guidelines for traffic con-
trollers,” he revealed. The planned
2,117 km-long railway will start from
Kuwait and proceed towards
Dammam city in Saudi Arabia where it
will bifurcate into three lines - one to
Manama in Bahrain, another to Doha
in Qatar and a third to Abu-Dhabi and
Al-Ain in the UAE and the Muscat in
Oman. —KUNA
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