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KUWAIT: Personnel of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) work hard throughout the year including during the
fasting month of Ramadan to fight fires and guide the public
about means to protect themselves against blazes and acci-
dents. The firefighters often face various problems such as
gathering of curious onlookers at the scene and confusion
among the people at or around the affected location, thus
hampering their life-saving mission. 

Their missions include combating fires, rescue, medical aid,
inspecting safety precautions at places with stored inflamma-
ble materials namely warehouses and examining buildings,
forecast to crumble. The Directorate advises against usage of
poor-quality electrical and electronic appliances to avert high
risks of circuits, a major cause of the blazes in the country.

According to its statistics, accidents in Kuwait increased by
10 percent in 2015 as compared to the previous year. The
Directorate had to deal with 4,914 fires during 2015, higher by
14 percent in contrast to 2015.  Electrical circuit is the most
recurrent cause of fires in residential and non-residential
areas. Some of the fires have been categorized as arsons. The
Directorate has developed schemes for effective and speedy
evacuation at the scenes. It advises people to acquire fire
extinguishers and install automatic fire suppression systems,
as some of the safety precautions. — KUNA

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A house in a residential Shuwaikh
area went up in flames prompting the inter-
vention of Madina and Industrial Shuwaikh
Fire Centers. The firemen found out that it
was an old, dilapidated and abandoned
house which was used for storing blankets

and wood helping the fire to spread fast. It
took 90 minutes for the firemen to put out
the fire. No injuries were reported. Kuwait
Fire Service Director General Lt General
Yousuf Al-Ansari visited corporal Muneef Al-
Mutairi at Sabah Hospital where he was
admitted following extreme exhaustion
after the fire-fighting mission at the Central

Prison which occurred two days before.
Al-Ansari informed him about the letter

State Minister for Cabinet Affairs received
from HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, thanking fire-

men for their efforts in combating the fire.
Pol ice  authority  arrested a  Kuwait i ,
Abdullah Shihab from his Salwa house for
possessing 150g of shabu and illicit pills in
addition to 2.5 kg heroin. They also found
four spoons and a scale. The suspect was
found to be an ex-convict and was sent to
concerned authorities.

Shuwaikh house gutted in fire

Kuwait firefighters battling to save lives

KUWAIT: Personnel of the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) are pictured while performing their duties. — KUNA photos 


