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THE HAGUE: Eurosceptics were
triumphant yesterday after Britain
voted to leave the EU and swiftly
demanded referendums in their
own countries in what could
sound the death knell for the
European project. “Yes, I think this
is the end of EU. There is no way
back from that. The EU has
already passed away already,”
Dutch anti-Islam MP Geert Wilders
told AFP. “The genie cannot go
back into the bottle, the patient
has already passed away.” He
vowed to make a Dutch referen-
dum on whether to leave the
European Union a central plank in
his Freedom Party’s (PVV) cam-
paign for parliamentary elections
due by mid-March.

Britons voted 52 percent to 48
percent to quit the bloc, a margin
of more than one million votes,
according to final results from
Thursday’s referendum. “Victory
for Freedom! As I have been ask-
ing for years, we must now have
the same referendum in France
and EU countries,” French far-right

leader Marine Le Pen wrote on
Twitter shortly after the results
were announced. “Europe will be
at the heart of the next (French)
presidential election” in April 2017,
she told a later press conference.

Since last year, polls have con-
sistently shown support for
Wilders’ PVV party as Europe has
struggled with its worst migration
crisis since World War II. And if
held today, polls say the party
would win 31 seats, more than
doubling the 15 it currently holds,
to become the largest party in the
150-seat parliament.

‘You Need National Identity’  
Speaking to AFP, Wilders

vowed that if he becomes prime
minister next year, he would form
a coalition government with par-
ties with whom “a deal has been
made that there would be a refer-
endum. “So I would govern with
parties that would want such a
referendum.” There have been
growing fears the British vote
could trigger a domino effect,

thereby threatening the core of
the European project. “The EU is
failing, the EU is dying, I hope that
we’ve got the first brick out of the
wall,” said Britain’s jubilant top
anti-EU campaigner Nigel Farage,
leader of the UK Independence
Party.

As EU leaders gathered for cri-
sis talks in Brussels, EU President
Donald Tusk rushed to offer assur-
ances the bloc was “determined
to keep our unity”. Wilders dis-
missed concerns about a return to
instability and strife. “Nobody
wants another war, and nobody
wants not to cooperate or trade
with another,” he told AFP. But he
argued that over the past decades
the EU had moved away from its
founding ideals of economic
cooperation to become “a politi-
cal project with the transfer of
sovereign rights”.  “I believe that a
democracy, a true democracy,
needs a nation state. You need a
national identity you need to rally
around a flag, you need to be in
charge of your own borders and

your own budget.”

‘Now It’s Our Turn’  
Italy’s most prominent far-

right politician, Matteo Salvini also
said his country should follow
Britain’s example. “Cheers to the

bravery of free citizens,” the leader
of the anti-immigration, anti-EU
Northern League wrote on
Twitter. “Heart, head and pride
beat lies, threats and blackmail.
THANKS UK, now it is our turn
#Brexit”. —AFP

Eurosceptics say Nexit, Frexit are next

EDINBURGH: A second Scottish independence
referendum is “highly likely”, First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon said yesterday, raising the prospect
that the United Kingdom could tear itself apart
after voting to leave the European Union.
Scotland, a nation of five million people, voted
decisively to stay in the EU by 62 to 38 percent in
a referendum on Thursday, putting it at odds
with the United Kingdom as a whole, which vot-
ed 52-48 in favor of an exit from the EU, or Brexit.

“As things stand, Scotland faces the prospect
of being taken out of the EU against her will. I
regard that as democratically unacceptable,”
Sturgeon told a news conference in Edinburgh. “I
think an independence referendum is now high-
ly likely.” A vote for independence would end
the 300-year-old union between Scotland and
England, its far bigger southern neighbor, deal-
ing a body blow to the United Kingdom at a time
when it is likely to still be dealing with the com-
plex fallout from Brexit.

It would also transform the political land-
scape in the rump of the United Kingdom by
making it much harder for Labour, the main
opposition to the ruling Conservatives, to win
power in London, as the party has relied on
Scottish votes in the past. Scots rejected inde-
pendence by 55 to 45 percent in a 2014 referen-
dum, but since then Sturgeon’s pro-indepen-
dence Scottish National Party (SNP) has become
much more powerful.

EU membership was one of the key issues in
2014, with those campaigning for Scotland to
stick with the United Kingdom arguing that an
independent Scotland would not be able to
remain a member of the bloc. Sturgeon said
many Scots who had voted against independ-
ence for that reason were now re-assessing their
decision. “I intend to take all possible steps and
explore all options to give effect to how people
in Scotland voted (on Thursday), in other words
to secure our continuing place in the EU and in
the single market,” she said.

Ruth Davidson, leader of the Scottish
Conservatives, who are the main opposition
force in Edinburgh politics, said she did not
believe a second independence referendum
would help Scotland achieve stability or be in
the best interests of its people. “The 1.6 million
votes cast in this (EU) referendum in favor of
‘remain’ do not wipe away the 2 million votes
that we cast less than two years ago (to stay in
the UK),” she said.

Independence Before Brexit?
The SNP holds massive sway, however. It

won all but three of Scotland’s 59 seats in the
national parliament in London in a general elec-
tion last year, and holds 63 seats in the devolved
parliament in Edinburgh to 31 for Davidson’s

Conservatives. Nevertheless, calling a new inde-
pendence vote would not be straightforward
and the SNP, tempered by caution since
Sturgeon took over as leader from firebrand Alex
Salmond, would want to first be sure that it
would win.

Where the last independence campaign fell
down is widely considered to be the economic
argument. An independent Scotland would, it
was projected at the time, stick with its old cur-
rency, Britain’s pound, with national finances
underpinned by an oil price then over $100 but
now roughly half that level. Sturgeon would
have to build a robust economic independence
strategy to convince those who in 2014 were
emotionally inclined to leave the UK but voted to
stay in because of the economics. —Reuters

New Scotland independence 
referendum ‘highly likely’

Scotland voted 62-38 to remain in EU

Sinn Fein seeks
Irish unity poll 

DUBLIN: Northern Ireland’s deputy leader Martin McGuinness called
yesterday for a vote to unite the two sides of the Irish border as stocks
tumbled in the economic and political fallout from Britain’s decision
to quit the EU. Ireland has the EU’s fastest-growing economy but also
more to lose from Brexit than any other member state, with far-reach-
ing implications for its trade, economy, security of energy supplies
and peace in British-ruled Northern Ireland.

After 56 percent of Northern Irish voters sought to remain in the
EU compared to the 52 percent of the United Kingdom as a whole
who voted to leave, Sinn Fein’s McGuinness demanded that
London call a referendum on a united Ireland. “The British govern-
ment now has no democratic mandate to represent the views of the
North in any future negotiations with the European Union and I do
believe that there is a democratic imperative for a ‘border poll’ to be
held,” McGuinness told national Irish broadcaster RTE. “The implica-
tions for all of us on the island of Ireland are absolutely massive. This
could have very profound implications for our economy (in
Northern Ireland).”

The call from Sinn Fein, Northern Ireland’s largest Irish nationalist
party, was rebuffed by pro-British First Minister Arlene Foster and Irish
Prime Minister Enda Kenny, who said there were much more serious
issues to deal with. Kenny called an emergency cabinet meeting short-
ly after the result and afterwards published a plan his government had
prepared in advance, listing actions it would take over trade, invest-
ment, British-Irish relations and Northern Ireland. —Reuters

CALAIS, France: The initials of the United Kingdom are
seen tagged into heart-shape logos onto some tents of
migrants inside the “Jungle” camp for migrants and
refugees yesterday. —AFP

BELFAST: Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams (left) and Sinn
Fein politician and Northern Ireland’s Deputy First
Minister, Martin McGuiness speak during a press con-
ference outside Stormont Castle yesterday. —AFP

MADRID: Spain said yesterday it was closer to
bringing Gibraltar under its control after Britain
voted to leave the European Union, prompting
London to jump in to ease concerns in the
overseas territory. The tiny rocky outcrop on
Spain’s southern tip has long been the subject
of an acrimonious sovereignty row between
London and Madrid, which wants Gibraltar
back after it was ceded to Britain in 1713.

“Our formula... is British-Spanish co-sover-
eignty for a determined period of time, which
after that time has elapsed, will head towards
the restitution of Gibraltar to Spanish sover-
eignty,” Spain’s acting Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel Garcia-Margallo told Spanish radio.
“The Spanish flag is much closer to the Rock.”
But Britain’s Minister for Europe David
Lidington sought to ease concerns in the
33,000-strong territory. “I want to be absolute-

ly clear. The United Kingdom will continue to
stand beside Gibraltar,” he said in a statement.
“We will never enter into arrangements under
which the people of Gibraltar would pass
under the sovereignty of another state against
your wishes.”

‘Time for Unity’ 
Spain’s conservative government, which

has been in place since 2011 and is expected
to win elections tomorrow - albeit without an
absolute majority - has been particularly
vocal about its desire to see Gibraltar come
back into its fold. The Rock is now worried
that it will be at the mercy of Madrid without
the protection of the EU, which has had to
intervene in the past to ease rows between
the two, particularly over the flashpoint bor-
der crossing. —AFP
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