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KATHMANDU: A handful of fad-
ed photographs have long been
Suntali Rasaili’s only treasured
memento of her teenage daugh-
ter, allegedly executed by Nepali
soldiers at the height of the
Maoist insurgency. But a decade
after Maoist rebels signed a
peace pact, families of victims are
also hoping for justice, as Nepal
prepares this month to start
investigations into crimes com-
mitted during the conflict. Rasaili
is among thousands filing com-
plaints with two commissions,
one of which is headed by a high-
ranking judge and the other by a
senior parliamentary official. 

The commissions have a two-
year term and were set up to
probe murders, rapes, forced dis-
appearances and other atrocities.
“I feel like I won’t find any peace
until I die... not unless I get justice
for my daughter,” Rasaili told
AFP. One night in February 2004,
dozens of soldiers turned up at
Rasaili’s home, demanding to see
her daughter Reena whom they

suspected of being a Maoist.
Plucking the 17-year-old from her
bed, the soldiers barred her par-
ents from leaving the house, the
family says. Hours later, three
gunshots rang out across the iso-
lated hamlet.

Reena’s body was found

slumped next to a tree and the
soldiers were gone.  She had
been shot in the head, eye and
chest, according to activists who
took up the case. “Reena enjoyed
school, she used to say that once
she finished her studies and got
a job, she would take care of the

family and look after us in our
old age,” Rasaili said. “Her death
tore apart our family. After that I
never wanted to let any of my
children out of my sight, I was
scared they would never come
back,” she added. 

More than 17,000 people
were killed, 1,300 people disap-
peared and thousands were dis-
placed during the decade-long
war that ended in 2006. The
peace deal signed between
Maoists and government forces
included plans for a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and a
Commission for Enforced
Disappearances. But Nepal only
established the two bodies in
2015 after years of political
infighting over how to bring jus-
tice to victims of abuses commit-
ted by both sides.  

Amnesty Concerns 
Activists  say the delay

reflects authorities’ reluctance to
find the perpetrators, many of
whom still occupy positions in

the military and political parties.
“Whether it’s the Maoists or the
police or the army, all the people
involved in these crimes are on
the same page,” said Ram Kumar
Bhandari ,  coordinator of  the
National Network of Families of
the Disappeared and the
Missing.  “They have come
together to cover the truth and
hide the truth.” 

The commissions have
already received some 27,000
complaints of abuse, and one of
the commissions has extended
this month’s filing deadline
because of the huge response.
But concerns have been raised
about the safety of those willing
to testify to investigators,
because there is no protection
program for witnesses.  Local
media recently reported that
security forces had tried to gain
details of complainants in west-
ern Nepal, prompting the army to
issue a statement saying such
attempts do not reflect official
policy. —AFP

Decade after Nepal pact, war crimes probed

MANILA: A Filipina hostage released by
southern Philippine militants yesterday
broke down in tears as she recounted
how her Canadian boyfriend had been
beheaded a week earlier. Marites Flor
was abducted in September by Abu
Sayyaf militants, along with three oth-
ers, two of whom - Flor’s partner Robert
Hall and fellow Canadian John Ridsdel -
were killed. Flor cried as she recounted
how the kidnappers led away Hall to be
beheaded after a ransom deadline
lapsed last week. Ridsdel had been killed
in April. “It was painful to see them so
happy before they did the beheading.

They just put handcuffs on him and took
him out,” she said.

The four were seized in September
aboard yachts at a tourist resort on
Samal island, about 500 km to the west
of Sulu, known as a hideout of the mili-
tants. Yesterday, Flor was dropped off at
dawn outside the house of a local politi-
cian on Sulu, provincial police chief
Wilfredo Cayat told AFP. Incoming
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
has said he and his aides were “able to
negotiate” for her release.

Duterte says he is currently trying to
secure the release of the fourth hostage,

Norwegian national Kjartan Sekkingstad.
“Hopefully, God willing, the Norwegian
will be freed soon,” the firebrand politi-
cian - who has vowed to crack down on
crime - said in a speech from his home-
town of Davao, with Flor beside him.

Indonesian Sailors Kidnapped 
Flor was released the same day Jakarta

announced that seven Indonesian sailors
had been kidnapped at sea off the south-
ern Philippines, in waters where Abu
Sayyaf is known to operate. Following the
announcement Jakarta banned any
Indonesian-flagged vessels from sailing to
the Philippines. “This hijacking issue is a
serious matter and cannot be tolerated
anymore,” senior transport ministry offi-
cial A Tonny Budiono said in a statement.
It’s not yet clear how significantly trade
will be affected by the ban, but it could
severely disrupt a major flow of goods
from Southeast Asia’s largest economy -
including natural resources like coal - to
the Philippines.

Philippine authorities told AFP they
were working to verify the report but a
local analyst said it was likely Abu Sayyaf
was behind the abduction. Earlier this
year the group kidnapped 14
Indonesian sailors, holding them in their
stronghold in the southern Philippines.
They were later freed but there was no
information on whether a ransom was
paid. The defense ministers of the
Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia
agreed this week to consider coordinat-
ed steps including possible joint patrols
to tackle a wave of seaborne crime in
the Sulu and Celebes seas, which
together form a key waterway among
the three countries. —AFP
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Sri Lanka close to 
approving freedom 
of information law

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan lawmakers are close to giving citizens the
right to demand public information - a move many hope will
restore transparency and good governance to a nation long
plagued by corruption and misrule. Parliament was expected to
approve the Right to Information bill late yesterday. Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe said the lack of such legislation
has led to large-scale corruption and financial losses to the coun-
try through questionable deals.

The bill proposes to give citizens access to public information
except personal information, information relating to national
security, financial and commercial policy decisions, intellectual
property and medical reports. Information also could be with-
held if its release is deemed to be in violation of parliamentary
privileges. Sri Lanka has a long history of official secrecy.
Information has frequently reached the public only through the
leaking of documents to the media, and in recent years the gov-
ernment has cracked down on that as well. The bill, a longstand-
ing demand from journalists and activists, is part of reforms
President Maithripala Sirisena promised before winning the 2015
presidential election. Under his
predecessor, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
access to government information
was greatly limited and journalists
were regularly threatened, attacked
or even killed.

Media and Information Minister
Gayantha Karunatillaka told
Parliament that 4,000 state institu-
tions will be covered by the law
and 8,000 officials will be trained to
provide requested information.
The government says it will take
about one year to complete logis-
tics and training and for the law to
become fully operational. At least 95 countries, from Iceland to
Iran, have some form of freedom of information laws on the
books, according to Right2Info, a website launched by the Open
Society Justice Initiative. Still, enforcement varies considerably
and some of those governments routinely ignore or refuse
requests.  “This is a huge victory for a nation that had nothing of
this sort,” said K W Janaranjana, an activist lawyer and newspa-
per editor. He said the law will take time to be successful. “It is
not enough bringing in laws; we have to build up an informa-
tion culture. People are not used to it so we must encourage
them to practice this frequently.” —AP

KATHMANDU: This picture taken on May 12, 2016 shows
Nepalese woman Suntali Rasaili holding a photo of her
daughter during an interview at her house. —AFP


