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BAGO, Myanmar: Scores of Buddhists ran-
sacked a mosque in central Myanmar forc-
ing Muslims to seek refuge in a police sta-
tion overnight, officials and residents said
yesterday, as tensions between the two
groups continues to plague the Southeast
Asian nation. Bouts of anti-Muslim violence
have left scores dead across Myanmar since
2012 and the febrile atmosphere has seen
Aung San Suu Kyi’s new government come
under pressure to address the country’s
sectarian divides. 

The most recent violence erupted on
Thursday afternoon as a mob of around 200
Buddhists rampaged through a Muslim area
of a village in Bago province following an
argument between neighbors over the
building of a Muslim school. “It started
when a Muslim man and Buddhist women
started to argue and then people came to
fight him,” Hla Tint, the village administra-
tor, told AFP. “Parts of the mosque were
destroyed... they also destroyed the fence
of the Muslim cemetery,” he added. 

Around 70 Muslims, including children,
sought shelter in a police station overnight
on Thursday, he said, adding there were no
serious injuries and peace had been
restored. But one Muslim resident told AFP
his community of around 150 people is now

living in fear. “We had to hide as some peo-
ple were threatening to kill Muslims. The sit-
uation has never been like this before,” Tin
Shwe Oo, 29, told AFP, adding his family
stayed at the small police station overnight.
“I do not dare to stay at my house. For the
safety of my family, I want to stay some-
where else for about a week or so.”

Police confirmed the damage, while the

mosque’s secretary, Win Shwe, told AFP it is
now “impossible” for the Muslims to wor-
ship. Outbreaks of deadly violence have
roiled the country in recent years threaten-
ing to unpick democratic gains since the
army began loosening its stranglehold in
2011. The worst violence struck central
Myanmar and western Rakhine State which
is home to the stateless Rohingya Muslim

minority, tens of thousands of whom still lan-
guish in displacement camps after rioting.

UN Warning 
Buddhist nationalists vigorously oppose

moves to recognize the Rohingya as an offi-
cial minority group, instead labelling them
“Bengali” - shorthand for illegal migrants
from the border with Bangladesh. The
Information Ministry this week ordered
Myanmar officials to refer to the oppressed
minority as “people who believe in Islam”
rather than Rohingya or Bengali, while the
UN warned violations against the group
could amount to “crimes against humanity”.

Suu Kyi, who is currently visiting
Thailand, has come under fire for failing to
speak up for the Rohingya or strongly con-
demn the abuse they face. Analysts say the
veteran activist, for years celebrated around
the world as a vocal champion of human
rights, is choosing her words carefully to
avoid sparking unrest in a country she now
leads. Her ruling pro-democracy party is
dominated by ethnic Bamar Buddhists and
did not field any Muslim MPs in the election
last year that drove it to power. Hardline
monks - known as the Ma Ba Tha - are
accused of stoking violence and tensions
with hate speech. — AFP 

Myanmar Buddhists ransack mosque 

BAGO, Myanmar: Ali Ahmed, secretary of the mosque, cries inside the
destroyed mosque in Thuye Tha Mein village in this province yesterday after
violence erupted. — AFP 

YANCHENG, China: Survivors scrabbled
through the rubble of their homes yester-
day after hurricane-force winds and a tor-
nado left at least 98 dead in China, with
hundreds more injured. Whole villages
were levelled and huge trees felled when
winds of up to 125 km per hour struck
around Yancheng city in the eastern
province of Jiangsu on Thursday, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said. In
Shizhuang, scores gathered beside a large
fishing pond where a male corpse floated
in the water, as workers cleared up fallen
electricity poles nearby.

A distraught woman who thought he
was her missing husband was held up by
relatives, as another bystander asked: “How
come no one is pulling him out yet?” So far
98 people have been confirmed dead in the
storm and 846 hospitalized with injuries,
Yancheng’s deputy mayor Wu Xiaodan told
a briefing, according to the city’s verified
microblog.  President Xi Jinping ordered
“all-out rescue efforts” after what Xinhua
said was one of the worst disasters ever to
hit Jiangsu, including the worst tornado to
hit China in half a century. In Funing
County, one of the hardest-hit areas, resi-
dents shifted through the fallen bricks and
pillars of their destroyed homes, many with
their roofs torn off, and rubble spilled into a
river. Wu, the official, said that 28,104 hous-
es in the county had been affected. Funing
resident Sun Yazhou was driving a concrete
mixer truck when a tornado passed him,
tearing the glass out of his vehicle win-
dows. “The sky was completely dark. I was
scared, but I had nowhere to run. I had to
wait it out,” he told AFP.  Zhou Xiang, head
of the provincial fire corps, said the search

for survivors in the debris had been com-
pleted, according to Xinhua, and the clean-
up was now underway. More than 1,300
police officers had been mobilized to help,
the agency added.

‘I Can’t Believe I’m Still Alive’ 
The wards of a hospital in Funing coun-

ty were all full, with extra beds crowding
the hallways. Sitting on a gurney in the
hospital corridor, Chen Shaoxi nursed a
head injury and broken leg that he sus-
tained while saving his elderly neighbors
from the storm. “If it weren’t for my dad,
those two would have been dead,” his son
Wang Minming said. A factory worker with
head and arm injuries and on an intra-
venous drip told AFP he had been swept
out of his workplace by the tornado,

despite clinging to a door as he tried to
hold it shut against the storm.  “It all hap-
pened so fast. I have never seen anything
like this before in my life,” he said. “I
thought for sure I was going to die,” he
added. “I can’t believe I am still alive.”

The Canadian Solar solar panel factory
- which employed around 1,000 workers -
and its  dormitory were destroyed.
Workers and People’s Liberation Army
soldiers were removing fallen high volt-
age electricity poles around the factory,
where buildings had been stripped of
their roofs by the storm and their win-
dows blown out. Reports said more than
360 rescuers were deployed at the facto-
ry, where two employees of the firm,
which is based in West Guelph, Ontario,
were missing. — AFP
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Tornado overturns cars, rips off roofs

FUNING, China: Residents walk in the rubble of destroyed houses after a torna-
do hit Yancheng in China’s Jiangsu province yesterday. — AFP 

PHNOM PENH: Suspects sit as Chinese police officials
stand guard before boarding a plane at the Phnom Penh
International Airport yesterday. — AFP 

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia deported 25 Taiwanese nationals
wanted on fraud charges to China yesterday, an official said,
prompting an angry rebuke from Taipei which wanted the
suspects returned to Taiwan. Taipei accuses Beijing of
“abducting” its citizens from countries that do not recognize
the island’s government - such as close China ally Cambodia.
Immigration officer Uk Heisela confirmed a Chinese plane left
Phnom Penh “with the suspects” on Thursday morning.
“Chinese police came with the plane. Each suspect was escort-
ed by two Chinese police,” he said.

He added that the 25 Taiwanese suspects were joined by
14 Chinese nationals, all of whom were recently arrested for
allegedly running a telephone fraud scam targeting victims
on the mainland. Taiwan’s foreign ministry slammed the
move Friday and said Cambodia went ahead with the depor-
tation “despite strong demand from our side”. It added that
Cambodia faces significant pressure from Beijing to uphold its
‘one China’ policy.

The island’s Mainland Affairs Council, which handles rela-
tions with Beijing, said it would “continue to negotiate with
the Chinese side in the hope that those involved will be sent
back to Taiwan for trial”. Taiwan is self-ruling after a civil war
split with China in 1949, but Beijing still sees it as a part of its
territory waiting to be reunified. — AFP
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