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Angela Cox a reporter with Seven Network Australia takes a photo with her phone as she takes ride down a glass slide during a media preview day at the U.S.
Bank Tower building in downtown Los Angeles. (Right) A member of the media rides down a glass slide during a media preview. — AP photos 

By Amanda Lee Myers, Associated Press

I’ve jumped out of a plane from 13,000
feet. I’ve ridden 400-foot-tall roller coast-
ers that top speeds of 100 mph, and I once

found myself using my fingernails to clutch
the side of a rock face way too steep to climb
without gear. Heights have never fazed me.
Until the Skyslide, a terrifying glass tube on
the outside of the US Bank Tower in down-
town Los Angeles. It’s open to the public
Saturday, and journalists were given an early
chance to try it out.

Perched 1,000 feet above the ground on the
side of the tallest skyscraper west of the
Mississippi, the 360-degree glass slide is utterly
terrifying. It’s is nearly a straight shot down,
except for a small turn at the beginning that
causes riders to bump against the side of the
glass, much to their horror. I tried not to pay
attention to the screams from other people rid-
ing the slide as I waited in what seemed like an
interminable line. I tried not to think about the
fact that just 11/4 inches separated me from a
1,000-foot drop.

My heart thumped as I approached the top
of the slide. I could see the streets below me
and the infinite city straight ahead. As I hooked
each foot into a little mat that helps riders pick
up speed and avoid skidding on the glass, I felt
my hands trembling. And when I scooched
slowly toward the point of no return, I thought
strongly about turning around. I forged on,
unable to contain a terrified squeal as I flew
down. “Oh my God, Richard!” I yelled to my
friend, an AP photographer at the bottom of
the slide. All I wanted was to see him again. I
shot out of the bottom and am proud to say I
stuck the landing. Others have tumbled nearly
head over heels. Was it one of the scariest
things I’ve ever done? Absolutely. Would I do it
again? I just did.

The Skyslide opens to the public for the
first time today. It spans 45 feet from the 70th
to the 69th floor of the US Bank Tower in
downtown Los Angeles. The slide is part of a
$50 million renovation that includes an open-
air observation desk and a bar. Tickets to
reach the deck are $25. It costs $8 more to
ride the slide. — AP 

A terrifying trip on 1,000-foot glass slide

A member of the media prepares to take a ride down a glass slide during a media
preview day.

Multifaceted actor Al
Pacino, acclaimed for his
movie roles as a mob

boss, a druglord and even Satan, is
among the performers to receive
this year’s Kennedy Center Honors,
one of America’s top awards in the
arts. Pacino joins a wide-ranging
group of musicians-rock band the
Eagles, rhythm-and-blues legend
Mavis Staples, singer-songwriter
James Taylor and pianist Martha
Argerich-on the roster of Kennedy
Center award winners announced
Thursday.

President Barack Obama will
receive the honorees at the White
House for the 39th annual gala on
December 4, and footage of the
star-studded event will air in a
primetime special on December
29. “These honorees represent
what is possible when creativity is
not just cultivated, but unleashed,”
Kennedy Center Chairman David
Rubenstein said in a statement.

Pacino’s nomination comes as
little surprise: The star of “The

Godfather” trilogy has long been
considered one of America’s finest
actors. “Al Pacino has embodied
some of the most powerful charac-
ters of our time on both the stage
and the silver screen,” said
Rubenstein.

The Eagles might also seem
overdue, if only because the band

was to have received the award
last year but had to withdraw
because of frontman Glenn Frey’s
failing health. Frey had planned to
attend this year’s celebration but
died in January. 

“The Eagles’ ambitiously
themed albums epically merged
the American West and rock n’ roll,

paving the way for unconventional
music makers and artists to come,”
said Rubenstein.

Three more solo musicians filled
out the group, including gospel
and blues singer Staples, whose
music “served as a musical back-
drop” to the Civil Rights move-
ment, Rubenstein noted. The

chairman called Taylor “one of the
defining musical figures of our
time,” dubbing his music “the
soundtrack of our country.” Born in
Buenos Aires, Argerich made her
US debut in 1965 and went on to
become “one of the greatest
pianists of the 20th and 21st cen-
turies,” said Rubenstein. — AFP 
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