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3-D pens, moldable 
earbuds take stage 
at tech show in NY

NEW YORK: From a 3-D pen that lets kids safely doodle with melted
plastic to an electrically charged glass that makes beer taste bubblier,
there was no shortage of fun and quirky gadgets at this year’s CE
Week. The annual, three-day gadget show in New York is meant as a
showcase for products coming out for the holidays, though many
items are still in development or seeking investments through group-
fundraising sites such as Indiegogo.

Here are five notable gadgets at the show, which ends Thursday.

PEN FOR “DRAWING” 3-D SCULPTURES
There’s now a kid-safe version of the 3Doodler 3-D printing pen,

which melts sticks of colored plastic into goo that shoots out of the
pen tip to create 3-D sculptures. With both versions, the plastic hard-
ens quickly, so you can draw into the air without worrying about your
creation collapsing.

The kids’ version has no hot parts. The plastic coming out is cool
enough to touch. A kids’ starter pack includes a pen, an ideas book
and two packs of plastic sticks. The kid-friendly set costs $50, half the
price of the regular version. The kids’ version is for ages 8 and up and
will be in stores in a few months.

EARBUDS FOR EVERYONE
Finding earbuds that fit comfortably and don’t fall out can be a

challenge, especially for people with uniquely shaped ears. Decibullz
touts its earbuds as the first to be both custom and wireless. They are
made of a plastic that softens in hot water. The putty conforms to the
inside shapes of your ears and hardens in about two minutes. If you
don’t get it right the first time, just pop the earbuds back in hot water
and start over.

And don’t worry about mixing electronics and water. The buds
come off the wireless headset while you’re adjusting the fit. The set
sells for $120 through the company’s website.

FOR BEER WITH AN EXTRA BUZZ
Global Ionics has a glass that uses a small amount of electric cur-

rent to boost the flavor and fizziness of drinks, be it flavored water,
fruit juice or wine. The current is generated by one AAA battery
housed in the base of the glass. The current flows from the glass
through its beverage into the mouth. During a demo, the charge gave
beer a pleasant extra fizziness when taking little sips. But it can make
your face numb when you drink continually. So, best not to overdo it.

This technology is still in the ideas stage. Global Ionics says it hopes
to license it to a beer company or a medical-device manufacturer - for
instance, to boost the effectiveness of bubbly flu treatments.

GAMING WITHOUT SCREENS
ROXs, billed as a “real-life gaming console,” is designed to get

gamer kids active and away from their screens. The kit from A-
Champs comes with three ROXs, which look like flat stones about the
size of a saucer. You strap them to kids, trees or just about anything
else. Kids can choose one of 10 games. “Crazy Chicken,” for instance,
challenges kids to race between ROXs and touch as many as they can,
as fast as they can, as the gadgets beep and light up.

The starter package is expected to sell for $130 through the com-
pany’s website, though you can order one now through Indiegogo
for $10 less. It’s expected to start shipping this fall.

HD IN 3-D
GoPro cameras are great for action footage, but they don’t shoot

in 3-D. Fantem now has a clip-on 3-D lens for it. Fantem’s Vitrima 3-D
lens costs $80 through Indiegogo. The company plans to start ship-
ping them next month and says it’s in talks to get them on store
shelves.  —AP

NEW YORK: June Lai, founder and CEO of Catalyst, submerges a 12.9-inch iPad Pro in one of her company’s
waterproof cases, during a preview of products at CE Week in New York. —AP

NEW YORK: HP Inc and Apple Inc topped a list issued on
Thursday ranking how well technology companies combat the
risk of forced labor in their supply chains. Workers who make
components in information and communications technology
(ICT) companies’ supply chains are often migrants who are vul-
nerable to becoming forced labor, said the report by
KnowTheChain, an online resource for business. An estimated
21 million people are victims of forced labor around the world,
according to the International Labour Organization. Forced
labor is estimated to generate some $150 billion in illegal prof-
its every year.

Forced laborers may be charged high recruitment fees to
get jobs, be trapped in debt servitude, deprived of their pass-
ports or other documents, or made to work excessive hours
for low pay, the report said.

KnowTheChain was founded by Humanity United, a U.S.-
based foundation, and other organizations in 2013. HP, Apple,
Intel Corp, Cisco Systems Inc and Microsoft scored highest on
the list of 20 publicly traded ICT companies.  At the bottom
were Keyence, BOE Technology and Canon.

Eighteen of the 20 companies have publicly demonstrated
a commitment to eradicating forced labor in their supply
chain, the report said. “However, far fewer of these companies
also have strong processes in place to implement these com-
mitments,” it said.

Overall, ICT companies are doing little to give workers a
voice in their supply chains, such as enabling freedom of asso-
ciation or providing access to grievance mechanisms.

On the other hand, most companies are making efforts to
trace their supply chains all the way down to the providers of
commodities, such as minerals, it said.

Intel surveys its suppliers and visits smelters and refiners in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, it said. Companies were
rated on factors such as public awareness and commitment,
purchasing practices, monitoring and auditing processes. In a
statement, Apple said it was committed to treating everyone
in its supply chain with dignity and respect.

“We are working hard to raise the bar every year to improve
working conditions and protect human rights,” it said. “We are
committed to the highest standards of social responsibility
and continue working with industries toward combating
human trafficking and slavery in supply chains.”

An HP spokesman said: “At HP we believe that our actions
must focus on addressing some of the greatest challenges we
face as a society, including combating human trafficking,
forced labor, and other forms of exploitation of vulnerable
workers.”

Intel, Microsoft, Kayence and Canon did not immediately
respond to requests for comment, and BOE Technology could
not be reached. —Reuters

HP, Apple top list of firms 
fighting forced labor risk
Migrant workers vulnerable to becoming forced labor

SEOUL: Hyper-wired South Korea is considering
legislation that would ban bosses from bothering
their staff at home, after growing complaints
about the country’s already onerous work-life
imbalance.

A bill prohibiting managers from badgering
staff at home was submitted to parliament on
Wednesday, sponsored by 12 lawmakers from the
main opposition Minjoo party. “As more firms use
social media or mobile messengers to send work
orders, regardless of time, the stress inflicted on

workers has reached a serious level,” they said in a
statement.

The bi l l  seeks to ban f i rms from sending
employees work-related messages by telephone,
text, social media or via mobile messaging apps
after official working hours. The document special-
ly references KakaoTalk, a chat app used by around
80 percent of the South Korean population.

The MPs’ statement noted that too many work-
ers were expected to be constantly on call, even
when on holiday or late at night.

“More people are demanding rights to discon-
nect after work hours,” it said, adding that the bill
would allow workers a personal life free of work-
place intrusion. Similar legislation prohibiting e-
mails after regular work hours has been proposed
in countries such as France and Germany.

More than 80 percent of South Koreans have
smartphones-one of the highest penetration rates
in the world. Couple that with the country’s noto-
rious workaholic corporate culture, and you have a
system ripe for abuse, the MPs say. —AFP

S Korea mulls law to keep office out of the home


