
LYON: Hungary’s rollercoaster 3-3 draw
with Portugal was not just the most enter-
taining match of Euro 2016 so far, but also
the game of Balazs Dzsudzsak’s life. The
Hungary captain’s two-goal haul matched
that of Portuguese superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo and helped propel the unfancied
Magyars into dreamland with a last-16
showdown with Belgium in Toulouse on
Sunday. “My time came at last in this game, I
had to wait a long time for it but patience
finally paid off,” said Dzsudzsak. The dis-
plays of one of the pre-tournament rank
outsiders have sparked wild celebrations in
Budapest with thousands bringing traffic to
a standstill.

After the Portugal match, with replays of
Dzsudzsak’s two goals in the background,
Hungary’s most famous football commenta-
tor even recited an ode in his honor on
national television. “His left leg swings, our
hope stays alive!” the poem read. With
Dzsudzsak beating his chest while singing
Hungary’s national anthem 

together with the fans after each game,
Euro 2016 has been cathartic for both the
player and the success-starved country. To
put Hungary’s achievement into perspec-
tive, the 29-year-old was not even born the
last time his nation took part in its last major
tournament, the 1986 World Cup.

Rejected big clubs
For almost a decade though the blond

winger has been Hungary’s talisman, their
most valuable player, and the nearest the
Magyars have come since the 1980s to pro-
ducing a star. A baby-faced village boy from
remote eastern Hungary, his breakthrough
came in 2007. His speed, pinpoint crossing
and goalscoring threat, particularly from
dead-ball situations, made him a key figure
for Hungarian club Debreceni VSC in the
third season of a three-in-row title-winning
run. His performances caught the attention
of a scout from Dutch giants PSV
Eindhoven, and Dzsudzsak made his

Eredivisie debut in 2008 to the delight of
Magyar fans who watched his games broad-
cast live on Hungarian TV.

He was top scorer for PSV in the 2010
and 2011 seasons and their fans loved the
way he tormented arch-rivals Ajax, nicking
five goals and three goal passes against the
Amsterdam side in seven games.

After 55 goals in three and a half sea-
sons in the Netherlands, Dzsudzsak was
drawing comparisons with Dutch legend
Arjen Robben, and the attention of clubs
including Juventus, Liverpool and Villarreal.
Aged 24, he seemed poised for a leap into
the big time, but he dismayed fans at home
yearning to see a Hungarian at the very top

when he opted for a move to the ambitious
and cash-rich Russian Premier League side
Anzhi Makhachkala. “It’s true I didn’t go to a
top club as many were expecting of me,”
Dzsudzsak said at the time. “But this club
has a bright future, within four years it will
be doing well in the Champions League.” It
was not to be. After an injury-plagued spell
and just eight appearances for Anzhi,
Dzsudzsak was sold to Dynamo Moscow in
2012, but scored just 19 goals in three years.
He has spent the just-completed season at
Bursaspor in Turkey, but the Hungarian’s
form was patchy and he was often relegat-
ed to the bench while some fans com-
plained about his work ethic. — AFP 

RHONE: Hungary’s midfielder Balazs Dzsudzsak celebrates after scoring a goal during the Euro 2016 group F football
match between Hungary and Portugal at the Parc Olympique Lyonnais stadium. — AFP 

Hungary’s Dzsudzsak enjoys 
redemption at Euro 2016

Germany’s Loew relishing 
business end of Euro 2016

EVIAN: Germany have built a reputation as a tournament team
under Joachim Loew and two below-par years since their
World Cup triumph, he is relishing the business end of Euro
2016. After a flattering scoreline in the 2-0 win over Ukraine
and an unimpressive goalless draw with Poland, Germany
booked their last 16 berth with a 1-0 win over Northern Ireland.
Now comes the moment of truth for Loew’s Germany. They
face Slovakia in Lille tomorrow and, should they advance, their
Euro 2016 title credentials will be put to the test against Italy or
Spain in the quarter-finals. As any Germany fan knows, die
Mannschaft have never beaten Italy at either a World Cup or
European Championship finals in eight attempts. The feeling
back in Berlin is that the German team and head coach Loew
have rested on their laurels since Brazil 2014. Two years after
right-back Philipp Lahm and striker Miroslav Klose retired,
Loew has yet to settle on full-time replacements.  

Loew, Mario Goetze and Thomas Mueller have all bitten back
at thinly-veiled criticism from the German media in press confer-
ences in France. Michael Ballack, Loew’s captain at Euro 2008
when they lost the final to Spain, has been the loudest critic of
Loew’s side. In a newspaper column, the ex-Chelsea star
described the goalless draw against Poland as a “wake-up call at
the right time” adding “you can’t say everything’s rosy”. “It’s good
that there is a discussion in Germany whether this team has the
character to sometimes win ugly,” wrote the 39-year-old.

Germany had the world at their feet when Goetze’s volley
sealed their fourth World Cup title at the iconic Maracana stadi-
um. The performance in the Rio de Janeiro final cemented coach
Loew’s status as  a national treasure and made his players heroes
in football-mad Germany. But now the German public want a
fourth European title after their triumphs in 1972, 1980 and 1996.

Misfiring attack   
While Germany left golden memories in Brazil, they forgot to

bring their eye-catching brand of attacking football back home
with them. From the dizzy heights of their 1-0 win over
Argentina, Germany crashed back down to earth with away
defeats to Poland and the Republic of Ireland in Euro 2016 quali-
fiers. They also threw away a two-goal lead in a 3-2 friendly
defeat to England in Berlin in March. Now Loew must prove his
side can still cut the mustard on the big stage. They face Slovakia
having lost 3-1 to Jan Kozak’s side in a May friendly in Augsburg.

Mario Gomez’s early penalty was cancelled out by three unan-
swered goals from Marek Hamsik, Michal Duris and Juraj Kucka as
Loew blooded four new caps. “We lost to Slovakia at the end of
May, so we know what’s coming,” said Loew, who fielded an inex-
perienced side for the friendly. “From now on, opponents are
going to have to do something or they know they’ll be going
home. “It’s one of the reasons I’m looking forward to the knock-
out stages.” But Loew has a few issues to address. Captain Bastian
Schweinsteiger is waiting in the wings and has yet to start in
France after a knee injury. Finishing is a problem too as Germany
converted just one of their 29 chances against Northern Ireland.
Forwards Goetze and Thomas Mueller have yet to get on the
scoresheet.

Pundits criticism
Ex-international Christoph Metzelder says Goetze is showing

signs of what he can do after a season spent mainly on the bench
at Bayern Munich. “Mario has improved after three games, he has
rhythm and confidence, so I think he should keep his place,”
Metzelder told SID, an AFP subsidiary. But the inclusion of Gomez,
the match-winner against Northern Ireland, is seen as a step back.
Many pundits see the burly striker as ill-suited to Germany’s fast-
footed attack. “Gomez was very dangerous in the penalty area,
but I don’t know if he is the long-term solution,” said ex-Germany
goalkeeper Jens Lehmann.

Loew will celebrate a decade in charge after Euro 2016 and
under his guidance, Germany have always reached at least the
last four at major tournaments. Criticism from pundits and former
players is water off a duck’s back to the 56-year-old. “Nothing sur-
prises me anymore,” Loew has said on the subject of whether
Germany have the mettle and leadership to reach the later stages
in France. “I read something from a former leading player and it
conjures up a smile on my face. “In 2014, we already had the
same discussion. Then we won the World Cup and suddenly
everyone was an awesome leader. “In all honesty, it’s all been
said before.” Now his team must deliver. — AFP 
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WARSAW: Poland’s gladatorial displays
at Euro 2016 have attracted a new fan
with star actor Russell Crowe jumping on
the bandwagon as Jakub “Kuba”
Blaszczykowski booked their place in the
knockout stages for the first time. “Kuba !!
Well done Poland. More hard work to
come. Do boju Polska !!,” the Oscar-win-
ner reacted on Twitter, urging “Poland,
go to battle!!” in a message that has
attracted thousands of retweets and likes.

While the 30-year-old midfielder
Blaszczykowski has had a stellar career
with German giants Borussia Dortmund
on the pitch, his life off it has been any-
thing but easy. Hailed as Polish player of
the year in 2008 and 2010,
Blaszczykowski won Polish and German
titles with Wisla Krakow and Dortmund,
as well as reaching Champions League
final in 2013. Along with star compatriot
Robert Lewandowski and Lukasz
Piszczek, Blaszczykowski made up a
Polish core to now Liverpool manager
Juergen Klopp’s Dortmund dream team

that dominated German football
between 2010 and 2012.

But luck has not always been on his
side. He had to sit out Euro 2008 after an
injury sustained during the last friendly
match before the squad was named.
Meanwhile, a severe knee injury meant
he had to sit out all of 2014. This season
limited opportunities at Dortmund under
new boss Thomas Tuchel  forced him to
go on loan to Italian club Fiorentina to
make his case just to be included in the
Poland squad for Euro 2016.

Gazing up to the sky
Born in the southern city of

Czestochowa-more known for its Black
Madonna icon that is reputed to work
miracles-Blaszczykowski’s life was
marked by tragedy at the tender age of
11. Blaszczykowski’s mother died in his
arms, stabbed by his father during a
domestic dispute. He was then brought
up by his grandmother with help from
his brother.  — AFP 

‘Gladiator’ Crowe hails 
Poland’s Blaszczykowski


