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KUWAIT: Iqbal Hadi Zaidi and his
wife Shireen were welcomed with
lots of enthusiasm yesterday at the
Crowne Plaza/Holiday Inn Hotel by
the management and staff. The loy-
alty of this couple is unquestionable
as they have booked over the years
the same room number on the same
date at the same hotel, since their
wedding in 1985. Iqbal, a former
Pakistani diplomat, married compa-
triot Shireen on June 29, 1985 at
Holiday Inn Islamabad. At that time,
he was an administration manager
at a US company in Kuwait. 

According to Iqbal, he proposed

to marry Shireen even though she
was a complete stranger to him and
he did not even know her family
name. At that time, he offered only
500 rupees as dowry. Shireen’s fami-
ly objected as they wanted her to
get married to someone wealthy,
but Iqbal promised Shireen to love
her till death. 

The couple has been making
headlines all over the world for stay-
ing at the same hotel brand, same
room and same date wherever they
happen to be. “Never in the history
of mankind has a couple stayed in
the same hotel, same date and same
room on their anniversaries, but we
did. We promised to each other that we will keep our vows and we’re

maintaining it like a tradition for the
last 31 years,” said Iqbal, who was
welcomed by Antoine Flouty,
Intercontinental Hotels Group, Area
General Manager, in the auditorium
of the hotel. 

In 1985, Iqbal booked Room 306
at Islamabad Holiday Inn for their
wedding ceremony. From then
onwards, they have been celebrat-
ing their anniversaries at the same
hotel, staying in the same room
number and on the same date. The
couple has a daughter who is a doc-
tor at Amiri Hospital. “Today, we join
the couple in their remarkable love
story shared in our hotel. We
became a part of their love story and
we thank them both for keeping
their vows and loyalty towards our

hotel over the years. I sincerely con-
gratulate the couple, Mr and Mrs
Iqbal. We are giving them a memen-
to for being our most valued and
loyal guest for so many years, and
we pray that there will be more
anniversaries to come. The story of
your love and loyalty has been fol-
lowed, especially by IHG, and we
congratulate you on this special
occasion,” Flouty said. 

Iqbal, 72, and wife, 62, are both
retired and still reside in Kuwait
with their daughter, who is a very
successful doctor. “I am thankful to
Crowne Plaza/Holiday Inn for the
attention and comfort given to us,
to my wife and my daughter, I can-
not even think about anything but
Crowne Plaza on this special day,”
he said. 

‘Same hotel, room, date’: Celebrating 31 glorious years of marriage
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KUWAIT: The Grand Mosque situated in the heart of downtown Kuwait City is filled with Ramadan
pure spirit particularly on the blessed Al-Qadir Night, which falls during the last ten days of the holy
month of fasting. The faithful perform overnight ‘Qiyam’ prayers at the grand mosque, seeking the
Almighty’s blessing and mercy. —KUNA

Faithful perform Qiyam prayers at Grand Mosque

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of international Ooredoo
Group, along with members of its volunteers program, has
recently conducted visits to both ‘Yadawi’ center for arts and
crafts, and the Sadu house.

The main objective behind the visit to ‘Yadawi’ was to give the
volunteers a comprehensive idea about how to recycle waste,
sort, and reuse it in manufacturing children toys to be donated to
children in need. Additionally, volunteers where able to con-
tribute to some arts and crafts activities such as: knitting, manu-
facturing tools, wooden carvings, and many more.

The Sadu house visit’s main purpose was to introduce to the
volunteers with all traditional Kuwaiti arts and crafts, in addition
to the tools and material used in the knitting process of the Sadu.
The hosts were keen on keeping visitors interested by taking
them through stories of the deep rooted Kuwaiti history. Through
these field trips, Ooredoo aims at encouraging youth to take part
of projects and activities that support Kuwaiti culture and raise
awareness of history of Kuwait and heritage of its people. 

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) was
recently honored at the Annual Insights
Middle East Call Center Awards, where it
received two coveted awards; the ‘Best
Small Call Center’ and ‘Best Escalation
Management’. Sawsan Abdulla, Senior
Manager Alternative Delivery Channels
and Nawaf Al-Khrayef,  Call  Center
Manager at ABK attended the ceremony
on behalf of the bank. 

The ‘Best Small Call Center’ and the
‘Best Escalation Management’ awards
highlight the professionalism of the Banks
people in addressing customers’ requests
and issues, and the Bank’s innovative and
up to date Call Center solutions and sys-
tems that allow it to efficiently manage sit-
uations that require increased awareness
and swift action. 

ABK has been active in rolling out a
series of enhancements and developments
that have transformed the Bank’s opera-

tions, which fall in line with its ‘Simpler
Banking’ strategy that aims to enhance sys-
tems and procedures and ultimately offer a
more superior service and a simpler bank-
ing model for its customers. 

The bank’s tremendous efforts in the
past year have been recognized through a
series of awards. The Bank was recently
named ‘Bank of the Year ’ by Arabian
Business Magazine, and received the ‘Best
Commercial Bank in Kuwait’ by Banker
Middle East, who also named Michel Accad,
ABK’s Chief Executive Officer as ‘Banker of
the Year’ for his outstanding leadership and
work with the Bank. The Bank’s strategic
expansion into the Egypt market through
the acquisition of Piraeus Bank (PBE) was
also acknowledged as ‘The Deal of the Year
for Africa’ by The Banker, an FT affiliate and
ABK recently received the coveted 2016
‘Best Bank Transformation’ in the Middle
East by Euromoney.  

ABK receives regional recognition
at Insights Awards in Dubai

Sawsan Abdulla, Senior Manager Alternative Delivery Channels and Nawaf Al-
Khrayef, Call Center Manager at ABK attend the ceremony.

KUWAIT: In line with its diverse activities
throughout the Holy month of Ramadan in col-
laboration with LoYAC, Ahli United Bank (AUB)
celebrated girgian with special needs children
at the Kuwait Down Syndrome Society, and
Souad Al Sabah Special Needs Care Center.
Through these visits, the Bank distributed a
range of gifts and shared the joy of girgian spir-
it with special needs children. The initiative is in
line with AUB’s social role and overall commit-
ment towards all segments across the society.

Ahli United Bank declared that the visits
aim at integrating special needs children with
the wider society, and help them participate
in Eid festivities, a core belief within AUB’s
strategy to support special needs (children in
particular) and to continue providing more
support to them in different ways. The chil-
dren’s reaction to gifts and happiness is a

major driver to the Bank’s efforts to continue
increasing similar activities.

Ahli United Bank continues to implement
its social responsibility strategy through real
contribution and direct participation of the
Bank’s volunteers across a wide range of chari-
ty initiatives that have a positive impact on
the local social fabric - not just through finan-
cial contributions.

Ahli United Bank is very pleased with its tie
up with LoYAC. These activities are the initial
results of the strong partnership between both
organizations. The Bank looks forward to more
activities in the near future with an aim of
achieving long term objectives of supporting
the Kuwaiti society through strong partner-
ships between financial institutions and the
youth who are able to innovate, lead and deliv-
er meaningful initiatives.

Ahli United Bank celebrates girgian
spirit with special needs children

Ahli United Bank (AUB) celebrate girgian with special needs children.

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait continues distributing
suhoor meals to construction and cleaning workers as part of its
ongoing campaign to distribute gifts to outdoor laborers.

Ooredoo volunteers visit
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Supporting culture and raising awareness of history

of Kuwait and heritage of its people


