
BRUSSELS: EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker (left) and EU Council President Donald Tusk talk prior to a press conference
during a EU summit meeting at the EU headquarters yesterday. — AFP 
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SAO PAULO: Even under three blankets, Marcio
Carvalho can’t stop shaking as he seeks shelter on the
streets of Brazil’s biggest and richest city, Sao Paulo. The
teeming central streets of a city that is home to 20 mil-
lion people are deserted at night except for members of
the estimated 16,000 homeless population. And while
much of Brazil basks in tropical conditions, a chilly wave
in the first days of the southern hemisphere winter has
already claimed the lives of six people this month.

Among their few lifelines are volunteers from the
aid group Anjos da Noite (Angels of the Night), who
distribute food, water and blankets to the hundreds
sleeping rough. Carvalho, 41, who moved to Sao Paulo
from the northeastern state of Bahia to improve his life,
said he has been homeless for three years. “I was work-
ing as a plumber but I separated (from his wife) and I
couldn’t stay in the house,” he said. “That’s how I ended
up here. Life on the street is very difficult and danger-
ous,” he added. “I’ve been attacked several times.
They’ve stolen my things and I’ve been very cold. I’ve
had a drinking problem since I got here. To live on the
street you have to drink.”

Cold is his latest enemy. Temperatures hit a 22-year
low in early June to 3.5 degrees Celsius. Homeless peo-
ple and local media also accused security officers of
stripping street people of their blankets and mattresses,
prompting an outcry. The leftist mayor, Fernando
Haddad, initially said he didn’t want squatters occupy-

ing public squares with shacks and other gear, but later
backtracked, making clear that personal belongings
can’t be taken from the homeless.

Mean Streets 
Sao Paulo’s population has risen around 0.7 per-

cent each year over the last decade-and-a-half, but
the homeless number has gone up by almost five per-
cent annually. More than 80 percent are men and 2.5
percent children - 403 in all, according to the most
recent study. For those who fall through the cracks in
Brazil’s crumbling economy, the landing is brutal, says
Silvia Schor, an economics professor at Sao Paulo
University. “Survival conditions in Sao Paulo are cruel,”
she said. “The city has inacceptable inequality, where
income distribution means a lot of families can’t have
their own house.”

Some two million residents live in slums called fave-
las, she added. The severe recession has resulted in a 10
percent increase in homeless numbers, says Kaka
Ferreira, head of Anjos da Noite and a 27-year veteran of
helping the city’s homeless. “There are the unemployed,
the sick, those with no family,” said Ferreira, who works
at the agriculture ministry and devotes Saturdays to car-
ing for the homeless along with a network of 80 others.

One of those gratefully collecting a plate of dinner
recently was Marina Mayara da Silva, 19. Homeless with
her two-year-old son and five months pregnant with

another child, she sells sweets during the day. “I’ve been
here for two months because I couldn’t pay the rent
anymore,” she said. “I used to live with my mother but
there came a time when I couldn’t.” Just along the street

was Carvalho, wrapping himself in the blankets and say-
ing he dreamed of being able to return to his onetime
home in Bahia, where Brazil is tropical and even the win-
ters are hot. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: European leaders met yesterday with-
out Britain for the first time in 40 years to prepare
for life after the Brexit bombshell, as the race began
to succeed Prime Minister David Cameron.
Highlighting the seismic shock from last week’s ref-
erendum, one person who was in Brussels however
was Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, “utterly
determined” to see Scotland remain in the EU.
Britain “made the decision that it did. And this
morning it looks like they aren’t sitting at the table
anymore,” European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker said as he arrived Wednesday.

At a summit described as “sad” on Tuesday,
Cameron won some breathing space from the
remaining 27 leaders of the bloc five days after
Britain rocked financial markets by voting 52 to 48
percent to leave the bloc. EU President Donald Tusk
said he understood that time was needed “for the
dust to settle” before the next steps can be taken.
However, Juncker warned Britain did not have
“months to meditate” before triggering Article 50 -
the EU treaty clause that begins the two-year with-
drawal process - after Cameron’s successor takes
office in early September.

And German Chancellor Angela Merkel warned
that London could not “cherry-pick” the terms of
the exit negotiations. Some in Brussels are con-

cerned that giving Britain favorable divorce terms
will spark a domino effect of others leaving the
union, set up six decades ago to foster peace on
the continent after World War II. “We need more
than ever a united Europe, in contrast to a disunit-
ed UK,” Luxembourg’s Prime Minister Xavier Bettel
said yesterday.

Cameron Out, Sturgeon In 
Cameron flew back to London after Tuesday’s

summit, as Sturgeon headed in the opposite direc-
tion to test the waters in Brussels for her country
joining the bloc as a separate entity. Scotland over-
whelmingly backed “Remain” in last Thursday’s vote,
and the combative Sturgeon has said she was “utter-
ly determined to preserve Scotland’s relationship
and place within the EU”. That may require a new ref-
erendum on Scottish independence, with Sturgeon
saying that the Britain from the last vote in 2014
“does not exist anymore” following the Brexit vote.

Sturgeon met yesterday morning with European
Parliament President Martin Schulz and was to hold
talks with Juncker later. Top of the agenda at yester-
day’s EU meeting was how the remaining 27 mem-
bers can bolster unity after the shock of the British
vote. Cameron has urged a reform the rules of free-
dom of movement, with officials seeing the large

influx of eastern European workers as a key factor
behind the referendum outcome. Merkel has called
for a “new impulse” for the EU and stepped-up
cooperation in areas including defence, jobs and
competitiveness.

Corbyn Hangs On 
Meanwhile, both main political parties in

Britain are in turmoil with the opposition Labour
leader Jeremy Corbyn refusing to resign despite a
crushing no-confidence vote. Within the govern-
ing Conservatives,  nominations opened
Wednesday for a successor to Cameron. The cut-
off is noon on Thursday and the winner will be
named on Sept 9. Pro-EU finance minister George
Osborne, long seen as a possible Cameron succes-
sor, has ruled himself out.

Boris Johnson, the charismatic blond-mopped
former London mayor and a leading Brexiteer, was
expected to throw his hat in the ring along with
Interior Minister Theresa May. A new poll Tuesday
put May in the lead with 31 percent, against 24 per-
cent for Johnson. Meanwhile, on Tuesday thou-
sands protested in London, which voted to stay in
the EU by a 60-percent margin, waving EU flags and
placards saying: “Stop Brexit” and chanting
“Fromage (cheese), not Farage!” — AFP 

Cold kills homeless in Sao Paulo, Brazil’s richest city

BOSTON, United Kingdom: Eastern European immi-
grants in Britain’s Brexit capital are defiant despite
over three quarters of locals voting to leave the EU.
“Are British people going to the factory working? I
don’t think so,” said Aurelia, a Lithuanian factory
worker in the town of Boston, near England’s east
coast. “I’m not scared. This referendum, for me - no
problem,” added the 28-year-old of Britain’s vote to
leave the European Union last Thursday.

The historic Lincolnshire market town has
changed dramatically since eight ex-communist
nations entered the EU in 2004, with thousands

chiefly from Poland, Latvia and Lithuania drawn by
ready work in England’s food-producing heartland.
Twelve years on, Boston is the most eastern
European town in Britain.  Its population hailing
from the eight new EU countries had surged to 10.6
percent by the time of the 2011 census. The vote to
leave the bloc won by its highest margin in Boston,
at 75.6 percent.

Despite the town’s rejection - undoubtedly
fuelled by the immigration issue - east Europeans
such as Aurelia, who was eating dumplings in a
Lithuanian restaurant, feel completely convinced

that their future remains in Lincolnshire. Piotr
Untermann, 35, who is Boston’s longest-serving
Polish taxi driver, said: “Polish people are not both-
ered. They are not scared. “I know they cannot do
anything because I’ve lived here 11 years. My daugh-
ter, she has a British passport. I pay taxes, I have my
life here, I have a mortgage. “If they want me to
leave, OK: give me money for my house I can leave
straight away!” he laughed.

‘I’m Having an English Baby’ 
One young woman heading to a Polish butcher’s

shop was completely unmoved by the stark local ref-
erendum vote. “For me, it doesn’t matter. My
boyfriend is English and we are not bothered about
that. And I’m having an English baby,” she said, pat-
ting her midriff but declining to give her name. And
Jeff, 28, a fork lift driver from Lithuania, also felt on
solid ground despite Thursday’s momentous national
vote. “If everybody goes home, who will work here?”
he asked. “I’ve lived here nine years, I spend my mon-
ey here. I pay tax, everything here. I’m not taking any-
thing out,” he added. Boston’s shopping streets are
dotted with Polish bakeries, Lithuanian eateries and
outlets servicing the eastern European population.
Both Bostonians and eastern Europeans alike talk of
different communities living separate lives: working,
eating and socializing apart. In a study in January, the
Policy Exchange think-tank found Boston was the
least-integrated town in Britain. “I know many English
but I also know people who don’t want to interact
with the English,” said Untermann. “We work hard -
we have no time to socialize!” he joked. — AFP 

E Europeans defiant in Brexit heartland

LONDON: The race to choose a successor to
Prime Minister David Cameron got underway
yesterday after last week’s stunning Brexit
vote, with former London mayor and top
“Leave” campaigner Boris Johnson tipped as
the narrow frontrunner. With turmoil surging
through both of Britain’s main parties, defi-
ant opposition Labour chief Jeremy Corbyn
meanwhile faced a looming leadership chal-
lenge after last Thursday’s referendum.

Johnson, who led the “Leave” campaign to
victory, tops the opinion polls along with
interior minister Theresa May for the
Conservative leadership. But the first to
throw his hat into the ring was work and
pensions minister Stephen Crabb, a virtual
unknown to the British public. The 43-year-
old called on the party to “get past this
Boris/stop Boris dichotomy”, in reference to
the divisive Johnson.

The party will official open nominations at
5.00pm (1600 GMT). Johnson and May are
expected to announce their bids Thursday,
before nominations close at noon. The new
leader, who will be chosen by a postal ballot
of party members currently numbering
around 150,000, is expected to be
announced on September 9.

Boris Bookies’ Favorite 
Bookmakers make Johnson slight favorite

over May, and The Sun newspaper reported
Wednesday that he had already secured the
backing of 100 of the Tory MPs who will vote
next week to whittle down the field to two
nominees. The ConservativeHome blog sur-
veyed more than 1,300 members and found
the slimmest of leads for May, mirroring the
results of a YouGov poll published Tuesday.
Pro-EU finance minister George Osborne,
long seen as a possible Cameron successor,
has ruled himself out.

Critics have questioned whether the
“Leave” camp - and Johnson in particular -
has any idea how to manage the unprece-
dented situation left by last week’s vote. “He
has still to offer anything like a concrete plan
on how he would negotiate the post-Brexit
future,” wrote former BBC political editor Nick
Robinson. The political chaos was not con-
fined to the ruling party, with opposition
Labour leader Corbyn arming himself for bat-
tle against a huge majority of his own MPs.

Corbyn was defeated by 172 to 40 in a
non-binding no-confidence vote held by
Labour lawmakers late Tuesday, and specula-
tion was mounting that a candidate would
come forward and challenge him. “It looks as
though we will have a leadership election
now,” Corbyn loyalist and shadow finance
minister John McDonnell told reporters yes-
terday. Media reports suggested that his for-
mer business spokeswoman Angela Eagle
could be preparing to launch a bid.

For Heaven’s Sake, Go! 
Even Cameron weighed in, telling Corbyn

“for heaven’s sake man, go!” during parlia-
ment’s weekly Prime Minister’s Questions
session. That followed former leader Ed
Miliband’s declaration that he had “reluctant-
ly reached the conclusion that his position is
untenable.” Corbyn is due later Wednesday to
rally trade unions and the Labour members
who helped him win last year’s leadership
vote by a landslide margin, and a fierce bat-
tle is looming over who owns the soul of the
party - parliamentarians or members.

“I was democratically elected leader of
our party for a new kind of politics by 60
percent of Labour members and supporters,
and I will not betray them by resigning,” the
67-year-old self-declared pacifist said in a
statement.

Apocalypse 
The Labour turmoil comes amid specula-

tion that Cameron’s successor as
Conservative leader and prime minister may

be tempted to call an early election later this
year. Labour, which has lurched to the left
under Corbyn’s leadership, is viewed by some
as unelectable in a general election while he
remains in charge. Former foreign minister
Jack Straw said his party faced an “apoca-
lypse” if an election was held with Corbyn
still in office. “It’s probably the worst crisis
since Labour’s formation,” he told Sky News. 

The leadership ructions of both parties
dominated the front pages of yesterday’s
newspapers, with the Metro calling on
Corbyn to “Please Jez go!” and The Sun
declaring it “Boris day”. In a sign of the depth
of the crisis, the Scottish National Party,
which has 54 seats in the House of Commons
to Labour’s 229, announced it would make a
bid to take over as the official opposition
party in parliament. — AFP 

EU leaves UK out in cold, 
meets without Cameron 

Scotland determined to remain in EU

Race opens to succeed 
Cameron amid disarray

BOSTON, England: This file photo taken on Feb 19, 2013 shows a couple walking past
shops catering for eastern Europeans in Boston, in Lincolnshire, eastern England. — AFP 

SAO PAULO: A homeless man spends the night on the street in downtown Sao Paulo on
June 26, 2016. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Hoping to make amends for
a tragic accident, the United States has pro-
vided a wide range of compensation to a
Cameroonian family whose child was killed
by a vehicle in UN Ambassador Samantha
Power’s motorcade. The package included
everything from cash to cows, US officials
said. The incident occurred in April as Power
visited the front lines in the war against Boko
Haram. Traveling near the remote, northern
Cameroon city of Mokolo, an armored jeep in
her caravan struck 7-year-old Birwe Toussem
at high speed after he darted into the road,
killing him instantly.

Power returned later that day for a tense
and emotionally fraught gathering with
Birwe’s family and community members. She
promised to compensate them for their loss.
State Department officials said the cash pay-
ment was 1 million Central African francs,
roughly $1,700. Cameroon’s GDP per person
is about $1,300. Cameroon’s government, aid
organizations operating in the area and the
UN - which also had officials in the convoy -
contributed another 5 million francs, bring-
ing the total cash payout to more than
$10,000. In addition to money, officials said
the US government provided a pair of cows;
hundreds of kilograms of flour, onions, rice,
salt and sugar; and cartons of soap and oil.
Still to come: A well that will provide the vil-

lage with fresh drinking water. State
Department spokesman Jeffrey Loree called
it a “compensation package commensurate
with local custom, as well as the needs of the
family and village”.

“This package included a potable water
well in the boy’s community that will serve
as a lasting memory and some monetary,
food, and other support,” Loree said. “US
diplomats have visited the family on several
occasions following the accident and will
continue to provide all support possible.”
Power was on the first leg of a weeklong trip
through West African countries bearing the
scars of Boko Haram’s Islamist insurgency.
Traveling through territory that had wit-
nessed previous Boko Haram attacks,
Power’s motorcade was moving at a fast
clip, at times exceeding 60 mph. Villagers
lined up along the sides of the road to greet
the ambassador as US and Cameroonian
special forces ensured her security.

But when Birwe darted onto the two-
lane highway, perhaps distracted by a
Cameroonian helicopter monitoring over-
head, there was no time for the sixth vehi-
cle in Power’s convoy to react. The vehicle
that hit the boy initially stopped, only to be
ordered by American security forces to
continue traveling through the unsecured
area. — AP 

US compensates family of 
child killed by motorcade 
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