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Britain and the European Union are likely to take years to
rewrite the rules that govern their business ties after the
UK voted to leave the bloc. Mike Ashmead can’t wait that

long. The managing director of Encocam, a company that makes
crash-test dummies, had planned to hire 120 people between
now and 2018 to work at the company’s design and production
base near Cambridge. But at a hastily called meeting on Monday,
four days after the so-called Brexit referendum, Ashmead and his
management team shifted their sights to the continent.

The firm, which currently employs 172 people, immediately
began enquiring about grants to open a design centre in Spain
and is considering Portugal, Ireland, Germany and Poland too.
“We cannot wait for two years to see what will come out of this,”
Ashmead said in an interview at the firm’s headquarters in the
town of Huntingdon, part of a high-tech cluster centered around
Cambridge. His worry is not the markets meltdown that was
unleashed by Thursday’s vote. A plunge in the value of sterling,
which touched a 31-year-low against the US dollar earlier this
week, is likely to help Encocam’s bottom line.

Eighty percent of its revenues come from exports - includ-
ing motorcycles and lightweight panels for high-speed trains -
which will now be cheaper for buyers, although the aluminum
it imports from Germany and Italy will be more expensive. What
worries Ashmead is the likelihood of new immigration rules
that could hinder his ability to hire engineers, designers and
other skilled workers from abroad. It is a concern that is rever-
berating among many British employers who have long relied
on foreign workers.

Telecoms giant Vodafone has said the continued freedom
of movement of people is vital for its choice of location.
According to the Office for National Statistics, 2.1 million peo-
ple from other EU countries and 1.2 million non-EU nationals
are working in Britain, compared with 28.2 million Britons. One
of the key pledges of politicians who campaigned to leave the
UK has been to introduce more selective immigration rules,
responding to widespread concerns among voters about
strains on public services.

It is not clear whether those promises will survive the renego-
tiation of Britain’s entire relationship with the EU as a non-mem-
ber. Many issues will be on the table, including the rights of UK
banks to sell their services in the EU and myriad other trade
issues. The issue of foreign workers promises to be one of the
thorniest because migration featured so prominently in the
Leave campaign while the free movement of people is a key ele-
ment of the EU’s single market for goods and services - some-
thing to which the UK wants to keep as much access as possible.

Ashmead expects it will become too hard to keep on hiring
from abroad as his firm has done until now. While most of its
employees are British, a quarter come from other EU countries. “We
love making things in this country and we will continue operations
here, that is for sure,” Ashmead said as workers from Poland, Spain
and Britain prepared high-tech replicas of human legs for simula-
tions of a pedestrian being hit by a vehicle. “But we have to have
the ability to do it. I need the people who can make it happen.”

Selective or restrictive?
Leaders of the Leave campaign say their planned changes

would give priority to immigrants who are most needed by
British employers. Under the current system, EU citizens can
work in Britain without visas, unlike workers from outside the
bloc who often have to pass a complicated application
process. Employers have long complained that they cannot
find enough British workers with the right skills to fill their
vacancies, especially in areas such as engineering and pro-
gramming.  Recruiting from abroad has been an answer to
that problem.

Extending administrative controls to workers from Britain’s
neighboring countries does not sound promising to Encocam.
It took the company 18 months to get a work visa for an engi-
neer from India. The process at one point required three man-
agers to travel to Birmingham to explain how the engineer had
skills they could not find among workers locally nor in the EU.
Helen Dighton, Encocam’s head of sales, said Britain was
unlikely to be able to spend sufficient time on designing a visa
system that worked well for employers, given how many other
issues it will have to deal with as it leaves the EU.

Within hours of the announcement of the referendum
result on Friday, she called Spain’s embassy in London to ask
about grants and other assistance for foreign investors and has
followed up with enquiries with other EU embassies. By decid-
ing to focus abroad, the firm is necessarily reining in its plans
for Britain. It cancelled a 500,000-pound ($668,500) investment
in 20 metre-tall, automated storage tower which would have
stood in a forecourt of one of the company’s sites to open up
space for more production on its shopfloor. Encocam also
dropped a plan to buy a four-bedroom home for employees
moving to the Huntingdon area which would have added to
the five others it owns for staff accommodation. —Reuters
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Turkey has been hit by a wave of
attacks over the past year that
have claimed the lives of more

than 260 people, mainly in the capital
Ankara and the country’s biggest city
Istanbul.  The military is also waging an
offensive against Kurdish rebels in the
southeast of the country that has left
hundreds dead on both sides since the
conflict reignited last year.

Islamic State group 
IS jihadists have been blamed for

some of the bloodiest assaults in
Turkey, including an October 2015
attack on a pro-Kurdish peace rally in
Ankara that killed 103 people in the
worst attack in Turkey’s modern history.
Prime Minister Binali  Yildirim said
Wednesday that the group, also known
as Daesh, was l ikely to have been
behind the carnage at Istanbul airport
which killed 41 people including for-
eigners and wounded more than 200.
Turkey was initially criticized by its
NATO allies for not doing enough to
crack down on IS as its fighters seized
large swathes of neighboring Iraq and
Syria in 2014. But after a bombing
blamed on the jihadists in the town of
Suruc near the Syrian border in July last

year, Turkey swiftly went on the offen-
sive, hitting IS targets in Syria as well as
Kurdish militants.

I t  has lumped both campaigns
together in a broad “war on terror”,
even though the secular Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) and the jihadists
are bitterly opposed to each other, and
Kurdish fighters are at the forefront of
the battle against IS in Syria. Over the
past year, Turkey has rounded up scores
of suspected Islamic State members,
which is thought to have set up sleeper
cells in many areas.  In the face of sus-
tained US pressure, Turkey launched its
first air strikes on Syria as part of the US-
led coalition in August last year, and
authorized the US to use its strategic air
base at Incirlik. IS has claimed attacks
targeting Syrian activists in Turkey but
none of the major bombings.

The PKK
The PKK and the Turkish military

have been locked in a year of deadly
tit-for-tat violence that shattered a
fragile March 2013 truce and ended
hopes of a lasting peace. The Kurdish
militant group-outlawed by Turkey and
its Western allies as a terrorist outfit-
has waged an armed campaign against

Ankara for three decades that has
killed 45,000 people, mainly in the
Kurdish-dominated southeast.  PKK
fighters have carried out a wave of
attacks against police and the military,
mainly in the southeast, since the col-
lapse of the truce triggered by the
Suruc bombing. It has not claimed any
of the attacks over the past year in
Istanbul and Ankara. But the govern-
ment has vowed no let-up in its cam-
paign to wipe the rebels from urban
centers in the southeast, often impos-
ing punishing curfews on towns and
villages and bombarding hideouts in
northern Iraq.

The PKK, which has its main com-
mand base across the border in Iraq,
has narrowed its demands from out-
right independence to autonomy as
well as cultural and language rights. In
2012, Turkish intell igence officials
resumed talks aimed at ending the
conflict, holding several meetings with
jailed PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan in
his remote island prison cell. In March
the following year, Ocalan called on his
fighters to lay down their arms and
withdraw to their Iraq bases and the
fragile ceasefire held until mid-2015.
The PKK is believed to have between

3,000 and 5,000 active guerrillas.

TAK 
The shadowy Kurdistan Freedom

Falcons (TAK) has claimed a string of
deadly bombings in Istanbul and
Ankara, warning foreigners that Turkey
was no longer a safe place for them to
visit. The TAK-seen as a PKK splinter
group-has said its actions are in
revenge for Turkish army operations in
the southeast. It claimed an attack on a
police vehicle in Istanbul in June that
killed 11 people, as well as bombings in
Ankara in February and March that left
a total of 63 people dead.

It also said it was behind an April
attack in Turkey’s former Ottoman capi-
tal of Bursa, where the female assailant
only k il led herself.  The group also
claimed to have shelled Istanbul’s sec-
ond international airport,  Sabiha
Gokcen, in December. TAK’s founders
are believed to have broken away sev-
eral years ago from the PKK. Although
little is known about the group, analysts
consider its aims and methods to be
more radical than those of the PKK,
which usually concentrates its attacks in
the southeast conflict zone rather than
cities like Istanbul or Ankara.—AFP

Turkey terror: The militant groups behind attacks

By Briseida Mema, Nicolas Gaudichet

Albania’s Prime Minister says his resolve to join
the European Union has not been shaken by
Brexit but has called for a “substantial change”

in the nature of the bloc’s leadership to ensure its
survival. In an interview with AFP in Tirana, Edi Rama
also described the migration crisis-which saw hun-
dreds of thousands of displaced people cross the
Balkans as a “disgrace for Europe”.

Rama, 51, described the vote by British people
to leave the European Union as the “most impor-
tant” shock for the 28-member bloc, stressing the
EU’s importance for peace and security in the
Balkans. In his region, he said, there remained
something “which was somewhat lost in the most
developed countries: the true meaning of Europe
as a large project for peace”-as well as security and
development.

After Brexit, a “substantial change in the nature of
European leadership” is required, otherwise the EU
risks “being dismantled piece by piece with conse-
quences that cannot be positive”, Rama warned.
Albania has been a candidate for EU accession since
mid-2014, and Rama believes membership will hap-
pen “if the European Union exists on the day when
Albania is ready”. The Socialist Party leader, a former
mayor of Tirana and head of government since 2013,
spoke to AFP on Tuesday ahead of a Balkans summit
in Paris next week.

Failure over migrants 
He slammed Europe’s lack of planning over the

migration crisis as “a disgrace for Europe” and “a dis-
grace for the countries which rid themselves of the
problem” under the pretext that “geographically
they were not affected”. Rama said Albania had from
the beginning been “ready to take responsibility” for
welcoming “a number of refugees, in proportion to
the country, and in a European plan. “The European
Union has failed to live up to Angela Merkel and
Germany,” he added, saying the German Chancellor
had “saved the honor of Europeans”.

Albania, population 2.8 million, did not become a
major crossing point for migrants trying to reach
western Europe, although hundreds of thousands
have crossed through neighboring nations over the
past year.One of Europe’s poorest countries, Albania

remained on the margins of the crisis even after other
Balkan countries closed their doors to migrants in
March. Rama has meanwhile been working to get his
parliament to adopt reform of a corruption-plagued
judicial system, a precondition set by the EU to acces-
sion.”Albania’s justice is the most extraordinary exam-
ple of why it is not a member of the European Union,
and why we need another ten years to become one.
It is the shame of this country,” said Rama.

‘Unthinkable reconciliations’ 
Rama acknowledged other difficult issues fac-

ing the Balkans, such as the refusal of Belgrade to

recognize Kosovo’s independence, Macedonia’s
political instability and Bosnia’s fragility. But he
insisted: “The changes in each country and in the
Balkans are linked to a simple fact: the Balkan
people want to be part of Europe.” He pointed to
his landmark visit to Serbia in 2013 - the first by
an Albanian head of government in 68 years-and
the reciprocal visit to Tirana by Serbian premier
Aleksandar Vucic. Rama concluded that “Europe is
a natural force” towards “an area of peace, securi-
ty  and cooperat ion”.  Thanks to the European
dream, he said, “we saw unthinkable reconcilia-
tions.”—AFP

Albanian PM calls for European revival

TIRANA: Albanian Prime Minister Edi Rama speaks during an interview in Tirana. When Albanian Prime
Minister Edi Rama wrote to the London Times about the risk of Brexit, his message was clear-and
echoed other Balkan nations desperate to join the European Union. —AFP

By  William Schomberg


