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JAKARTA: The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s (OIC) Fifth Extraordinary
Summit on Palestine and Al-Quds Al-
Sharif will begin in the Indonesian capi-
tal Jakarta today with the participation
of various world leaders. Representative
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah will partake in the conference.

The summit, called upon by
Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, will
focus on the situation in the Middle East
and will touch on efforts to achieve a
just solution to the Palestinian cause.
The event will also address the Israeli
violations against the Palestinian people
in general and Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem in particular. The increase in
settlement activities and the dire eco-
nomic situation of the Palestinians will
also be touched upon during the event.

Last October, Kuwait’s First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah stressed in an urgent
meeting for the OIC on the sideline of
the 70th UN General Assembly that the
international community should take a

more active role in preventing Israel
from continuing its aggression against
the Palestinians. He stressed that the
Palestinians have the right for an inde-
pendent state within the 1967 borders
with east Jerusalem as its capital.
Indonesia hosted on December 14-15
the second international conference on
Al-Quds Al-Sharif which was held under
the sponsorship of the UN. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The International Turnkey Systems
Group (ITS) will be organizing, in cooperation
with NoufEXPO, the Smart Kuwait conference
on March 8, 2016 in Aljahra Hall at JW Marriott
Kuwait. The Conference will be under the
patronage of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
who will be represented by the Minister of
Commerce and Industry Dr Youssef
Mohammad Al-Ali. Commenting on this occa-
sion Fahd Al-Rashdan, the ITS Executive
Manager for Strategy said: “ The patronage of
His Highness the Prime Minister of the Smart
Kuwait conference represents a governmental
and official support for an advanced and
revived futuristic outlook for the State of
Kuwait where modern technology plays the
role of driver and motivator of growth and
economic diversity as well as the nurturing of
productive and efficient individuals who are
capable of integrating with the world. This
kind patronage also represents support for
the private sector initiatives to carry out what
it deems as its national duty in shouldering its
responsibilities. ITS views the patronage of His
Highness as a call for the exertion of greater
effort.”

Information community
Rashdan added that “Smart Kuwait was a

process aiming at developing the information
community in Kuwait. It seeks to develop vari-
ous services and life styles in the state and
society through being the medium for put-
ting the State of Kuwait on the map of the
developed world and to contribute proactive-
ly to its progress, growth and prosperity. This
is not to underestimate the efforts in many
areas to support the development of the e-
government programs and the communica-
tion services in the State of Kuwait, but to
stress that our efforts are directed to support-
ing the policies of the state in this respect
based on the  profound experiences we accu-
mulated at ITS over more than 35 years of
progress and prosperity, and what we can

offer in cooperation with our strategic part-
ners in terms of experiences in developing
smart cities systems in countries and cities
around the world. We should not overlook the
unprecedented pace of technological devel-
opments as can be seen in such phenomena
as that of the Internet of Things (IoT) which
opens up several  undreamt of opportunities
in the areas of education, health, industry,
economy  and services. The challenge today is
not in setting up rigid plans to realize, but in
developing effective ways to keep the plans
alive and responsive to all that is new.”

Necessary experience
As for what ITS can offer in support of the

smart cities plans, Rashdan said: “ The compa-
ny possesses the necessary experience in
advanced information technology through its
presence in most Middle Eastern countries
over many years,  as well as the presence of its
customers in many Asian and African coun-
tries. The company’s expertise is combined
with the huge potentials of its strategic part-
ners such as Microsoft, EMC and ESRI with
each presenting a working paper to the con-

ference about their vision and contributions
in applying the initiatives of smart cities
around the world. We also have the participa-
tion of the Public Authority for Civil
Information to discuss the reality and ambi-
tions of smart cities in the State of Kuwait. We,
at ITS, believe that the process of smart cities
leading up to smart Kuwait can only be the
result of honest effort integrating the efforts
of the governmental agencies represented by
the Central Agency for Information
Technology,  the Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority,  information technolo-
gy and governmental information centers
with the local and international technology
companies.”

In conclusion, Rashdan said: “I  must
express my happiness with this joint effort
with the conference organizing company,
NoufEXPO, which provides effective contribu-
tion in the technological development of the
State of Kuwait through the several forums
and conferences it organizes, such as the E-
Gov Forum. I am confident that our coopera-
tion will continue in the future for the good of
Kuwait and its progress.” 
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KUWAIT: Commemorative coins issued by the Central Bank of Kuwait to celebrate the 55th
anniversary of the National Day (right) and 25th anniversary of the liberation. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: To mark the 55th anniversary of
the National Day and 25th anniversary of
the liberation, the Central Bank of Kuwait
(CBK) issued commemorative coins to cele-
brate both occasions, the bank said in a
statement yesterday. The design of the new
commemorative coins well illustrates each
occasion.

Dr Mohammad Al-Hashel, Governor of
the CBK, said that the bank was proud to
issue the new coins in commemoration of
the national celebrations. He congratulated

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and the Kuwaiti people on
the advent of the national occasions.

The Central Bank announced that those
who wish to buy the gold-plated or silver
commemorative coins should visit the
CBK’s banking hall Sunday, March 6th,
2016. The selling price of the gold-plated
and silver coins is at KD 45 and KD 35
respectively. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The 13th Arab Media Forum will
be held in Kuwait on May 1-2 under the
patronage of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah with the participation of
regional and international figures, an offi-
cial said yesterday. The event will focus on
several major media issues associated with
the developments in the Arab region,
Secretary General of the Forum Madi Al-
Khamees said.

Some 16 sessions will be held during
the event with several important figures
delivering speeches on a variety of issues,
said Khamees, adding that a session
encouraging dialogue with and amongst
the youth will be on the agenda of the
forum. He noted that workshops, sympo-
siums, and other activities will be held dur-
ing the course of the forum with the major
aim being the development of the Arab

media sector.
The forum will present several awards

and prizes to outstanding media personnel,
said Khamees, noting that prize for youth
humanitarian initiatives will be handed out
this year. An exhibition is expected to be
held on the sidelines of the forum, said the
official. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) hon-
ored a group of national champions who
hoisted Kuwait flag in international forums in
recognition of their achievements, and as
part of KFH’s social responsibility and inter-
est in highlighting the achievements of
Kuwaiti talent.  

KFH held a seminar hosting this distin-
guished galaxy of champions at the college of
Business Administration at Kuwait University.
The seminar themed “Kuwait Sun Shines over

the World” was moderated, amid huge stu-
dent attendance, by KFH Public Relations
Team leader Abdullah Al-Saif who found out
about their achievements, experiences and
success stories, while briefed on their interna-
tional participations and outstanding global
titles.  The champions are: the Rider in Kuwait
Motocross Meshari Bu Shayba, the Jest Ski
World Champion Mohammad Bu Rubaiea, the
Skydiver Mohammad Alrefaei, the inventor
who received international recognitions

Mohammad Bin Awon and the Disabled Diver
Faisal Almousawi. It is noteworthy that such
initiatives confirm KFH’s endeavors to opti-
mally assume its social responsibility while
commitment to supporting the youth and
sports, not to mention recognizing the
national talent.  Meanwhile, the honorees
praised KFH’s support and keenness on
appreciating them, which comprises an impe-
tus for further success and achievements in
their upcoming participations.

KUWAIT: KFH’s public relations team honors the Kuwaiti champions.
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TASHKENT: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Uzbekistan Ahmad Al-Jeeran meets with Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Economic Relations, Investments and Trade of
Uzbekistan Elyor Ganiyev. — KUNA

Kuwaiti Ambassador

meets Uzbek official
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti  Ambassador to
Uzbekistan Ahmad Al-Jeeran met with
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Economic Relations, Investments and
Trade of Uzbekistan Elyor Ganiyev, dis-
cussing with him means to develop ties. A
statement by the Kuwaiti  Embassy in
Uzbekistan said yesterday that the
Ambassador welcomed all  steps that
would lead to further enhancing relations

between Kuwait and Uzbekistan. Ganiyev
thanked the Kuwaiti government for its
continuous support to his country, saying
that various projects in Uzbekistan were
funded by Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED). The official wel-
comed more steps to increase Kuwaiti
investments, affirming that Uzbekistan
was eager to boost relations with Kuwait
on all possible domains. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Zain sponsored a carnival organized by the Ministry of Education’s Special Education Department for students with special needs in
Hawally. The event took place in celebration of Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days.


