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KUWAIT: Head of the parliament’s
health, social affairs and labor com-
mittee MP Talal Al-Jallal said that he
has invited Health Minister Dr Ali Al-
Obaidi to attend the committee’s
meeting today and discuss the new
charter of treatment aboard.
Separately, Chairman of the parlia-
ment’s budgets panel MP Adnan
Abdulsamad said that the committee

discussed the social security authori-
ty’s budget for 2016-2017 and
noticed that the Audit Bureau had
been very cooperative with the
authority but recommended improv-
ing internal auditing to limit financial
and administrative mistakes. The
committee also stressed that the
State Audit Bureau noticed that the
social security had exceeded its
2014-2015 budget by KD 7 million.
The committee also pointed that it

had previously warned that the sug-
gested budget would lead to a KD
8.9 billion actuarial deficit in view of
falling oil prices. The committee also
stressed the need to fill about 300
vacant positions and change the reg-
ulations of accepting recruits, espe-
cially in terms of not appointing non-
Kuwaitis in leading positions. 

Weapons embezzlement
The court of appeal annulled the

criminal court’s verdict sentencing a
special forces agent to seven years
with labor, dismissal and a KD 1,500
fine for embezzling weapons and
ammunition worth KD 780,000
without a license or prior permis-
sion, and only sentenced him to
one year in jail. The defendant’s
lawyer Mohammed Al-Mutairi
argued that the previous verdict
was void because the court passing
it was not the same that heard the
case from the beginning. He also
argued that his client’s confessions
were made under threat and that
he was framed. 

Ramadan donations
The Ministry of Social Affairs and

Labor (MSAL) has started receiving
the names of charities’ representa-
tives who would be authorized to
collect donations during Ramadan,
so that the Ministry of Interior could
be consulted about them security-
wise. The ministry added that no
written receipts would be given on
collecting donations this year and
that they would be substituted by
electronic ones directly linked with
MSAL in order to have more control
over the process. 
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A public school security guard
was arrested abusing drugs on the school
premises in Saad Al-Abdullah along with
two school students, said security sources,
noting that one of the students managed
to flee while the other was arrested.
Commenting on the case, the Ministry of
Education stressed that an investigation
was in progress to determine whether this
was an individual case or the suspect had
other accomplices in other schools.

Direct purchase
The direct system of purchasing vegeta-

bles and fruits that the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor (MSAL) had been urging
co-op boards to adopt aims at achieving

food security with competitive prices and
high quality products, Undersecretary Dr
Mutar Al-Mutairi stressed. Speaking during
MSAL’s fourth meeting to adjust the co-op
sector’s working systems, Mutairi stressed
that it would be the auditors’ task to follow
up daily records of direct purchases from
main local outlets and that any violations
would be punishable by as far as dissolving
co-ops’ boards of directors. 

Road project
The Ministry of Public Works’ (MPW )

Assistant Undersecretary for Road
Engineering Affairs Ahmad Al-Hassan
announced commencing work on a project
to build and maintain road and bridges
linking Sabah Al-Ahmad City and Khairan
at a total cost of KD 45.75 million.  

Public school guard
arrested for drug abuse

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Responding to social media
videos showing two reckless drivers driving
vehicles dangerously in Jahra, police
patrols were dispatched to the scene and
identified the two vehicles, one of them
with a GCC license plate number. Both
vehicles were impounded while the drivers
were arrested and referred to Taima police
station for further investigations. 

Two injured in fire
A Kuwaiti couple was injured in a fire in

their Mahboula apartment, said security
sources, noting that firemen from
Mahboula Fire Station rushed to the scene
where they managed to control the blaze

and rescue the couple, taking them to hos-
pital. A case was filed and further investiga-
tions are in progress to find the reason for
the blaze. 

Kitchen fire
A fire broke in a Wafra farm’s kitchen,

said security sources, noting that firemen
from Wafra brigade rushed to the scene
and managed to control the blaze without
reporting any casualties. 

Contrabands
A citizen with a criminal record was

arrested at a checkpoint in Ahmadi with 65
illicit pills, some witchcraft items and three
blades. He was taken to the proper authori-
ties for further action.

A vehicle impounded in Jahra for reckless driving.
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Another vehicle impounded for the same charges.

The scene after a fire was put out inside a Wafra farm’s kitchen.

Contrabands found with a man arrested in Ahmadi.

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Works
announced yesterday the permanent closure of
the current ramp connecting Jahra Road to the
Al-Ghazali bridge. A detour will be made avail-
able and users of this road will be able to access
Al-Ghazali through the ramp on the intersection
with Abdulaziz Al-Musaeed Road (Canada Dry
Street). 

This closure is of particular importance as
it allows for the Jahra Road Development
Project to continue works on Al-Ghazali. 

The detour was opened in coordination
with the General  Direc torate  of  Traf f ic .
Following the site inspection and ensuring
the necessary traffic safety conditions were
met, permits for the opening of the detour
were issued. The Ministry of Public Works
requests all drivers to comply with traffic safe-

ty rules and follow the designated detour
speed limits, to ensure minimum disruption,
and maximum safety, during the construction
work.

This mega project involves the construc-
tion of 17.7 km of viaducts (7.3 km of main-
line Jahra Road, 2.4 km of bridges on linked
roads and 8 .0  k m of  ramps) ,  including a
trough at the 2nd Ring Road intersection, and
10 pedestrian bridges. 

The at-grade road works include 3.4 km of
mainline Jahra Road, connecting roads and 15
km of service roads. The Jahra Road project
also includes major util ity relocation and
works, such as 3.5 km of storm water box cul-
verts, 33 km of water lines, 8.0 km of sanitary
sewer, 51 km of electric cables, and 12 km of
communication ducts. 
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KUWAIT: On the occasion of National and
Liberation Day, Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait’s (ABK)
Corporate Communications team visited the
Elderly Home in the Ministry of Social Affairs
compound,  spreading the national  spir it
among the senior citizens of Kuwait and bring-
ing the joy and festivities of this occasion to

them. The visit took place on 24 February,
2016. 

The Bank’s team distributed special themed
gifts along with pins and flags to the residents
of the home, reinforcing its commitment to
playing an active role in the Kuwait community
and engaging with its members on all levels. 

ABK participated in a series of activities on
this occasion, such as lighting the Bank’s head-
quarters with the colors of the flag for the
whole of February, celebrating with its staff
members across all branches and sponsoring
the Special Needs Operetta at the Ministry of
Social Affairs.
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education stressed
the importance of taking part in the Hamdan
Bin R ashid Al  Maktoum Award for
Distinguished Academic Performance. Teams
representing Kuwait  in  the Dubai-based
Award, taken from among students, teachers,
and school  administrat ions,  have been
involved in an extensive process of vetting in
preparation for the 19th holding of this high-
ly-coveted educational award in the GCC
region, said Award coordinator in Kuwait
Mansour Al-Daihani said in a press statement
yesterday.

He said the committee he supervises for
the preparation of the Award is currently
awaiting the announcement as to the winners
of the 18th edition of the Award who will get
their accolades in a ceremony in Dubai next
April. He urged students, teachers, and school

administrators seeking to take part in the
19th edition of the Award to equip them-
selves well for the fierce competition ahead. 

The Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award
for Distinguished Academic Performance is a
government entity that is responsible for
upgrading academic performance for all edu-
cational entities under the UAE Ministry of
Education.  It was created in March 1998, by
Sheik h Hamdan Bin R ashid Al  Maktoum,
Deputy Ruler of Dubai and the UAE Minister
of Finance. 

The Award seeks to improve the quality of
the educational system and encourage initia-
tives, innovation and excellence in all literary
and scientific domains. Initially limited in
scope to Dubai, the Award was expanded to
cover all the emirates, followed by the GCC
countries. —KUNA

Kuwaitis eager to compete at
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Defense Ministry
denies rumors

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Defense on Friday
denied rumors that went abuzz on social
media about salvaging a submarine off
Ohah island. The ministry in a statement
indicated that personnel lifted remnants of
targets used in military drills, and not a
submarine hulk belonging to a neighbor-
ing country. It urged the media to abstain
from broadcasting reports about Kuwait
Army, adding that Morale Guidance and
Public Relations Department is reachable
for any inquiry or checking on unsubstanti-
ated reports. —KUNA


