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Finalists with the trophy during press meet. Gibbs addressing the press.

Herschelle Gibbs, IDP Education create history for KC finals

KUWAIT: Kuwait Cricket (KC), the official body
of governing cricket in Kuwait in association
with IDP Education - official IELTS centre in
Kuwait invited South African legend
Herschelle Herman Gibbs as the guest of hon-
or in order to give yet another boost to the
overall development of domestic cricket in
Kuwait. As many as 7 finals took place over an
action packed weekend that saw the entire
Kuwait Cricket fraternity celebrate the
National and Liberation day of Kuwait T20
style. KC-SDL & KC-DTDL were the on-going
turf tournaments that concluded on the 25th
& 26th of February respectively at TACK enter-
tainment city cricket ground - Doha in a lively
atmosphere created by DJ flames that kept
the entire audience present at the ground fully
entertained. KC - DTDL saw as many as 20
teams participate in the tournament.

It was undoubtedly a privilege for all the
finalist teams and their respective players
along with the entire Kuwait Cricket fraternity
to have someone of Gibbs’s stature not only to
witness the finals but also give his expert
opinions and pitch reports during the process. 

When Johnty Rhodes retired, South
Africans wondered where they would find a
replacement fielder of the most predatory
type; Herschelle Gibbs answered the call and
was as good, if not better than the great
Johnty himself. Gibbs started his international
career in 1996 and played many match win-
ning innings for his country; none better than
his 175 off just 111 balls against Australia at
the Wanderers in 2006. 

Earlier in the weekend, a one of its kind
press meet took place on Thursday the 25th at
TACK-TEC in the presence of all the KC council

members including the chairman Emad Al
Jassam who was ecstatic to see the prepara-
tions and build up. 

Sajid Ashraf, the director of domestic crick-
et and marketing at Kuwait Cricket while con-
ducting the press meet asked Gibbs about his
thoughts on the development of cricket in
Kuwait to which the super star enthusiastically
responded “I was here for Huawei 4 nations
T20 festival which was a fantastic tournament,
professionally managed and organized, and
therefore had every reason to come back and
will keep coming back in the future as I see a
lot of potential in Kuwait Cricket”. Gibbs added
that more needs to be done on building an
international training facility giving example
of the ICC academy in Dubai while praising the
picturesque look of TACK entertainment city
cricket ground - Doha. 

The first of the seven mega finals took
place on Thursday (25th Feb) evening right
after the press meet and saw Bangladesh
friends take on gulf cable in KC-SDL division 5
finals. Gulf cable won the match by 5 wickets
and Breitner George was announced the man
of the finals for his crucial 40 runs in 47 balls. 

MAN OF THE FINALS
KC-SDL division 4 finals were played

between Al Bader and Afghan tigers and Al
Bader comfortably won the match by 44 runs
and Yohan was declared the man of the finals.
Q8 falcons won the KC-SDL division 3 finals in
a nail biting finish against Royal Kings by a
mere 5 runs only with the very experienced
Rasheed Ismail taking away the man of the
finals trophy by scoring a valuable 54 runs in
37 balls. KC-SDL division 2 finals was played

between Kuwait Hawks and Lanka Lions and
Nikhil Kulkarni was declared man of the finals
for his outstanding batting of 94 runs in 56
balls that sealed the deal for Kuwait hawks. 

KC-SDL division 1 final was a treat to watch
and the aptitude at display was appreciated by

the crowd and Herschelle Gibbs as the
extremely talented future stars took on the star
studded team of Petrofac. Future stars put on a
fighting score of 172 runs batting first with
Naeem Choudhry first stealing the show with a
strike rate of over 200 going all guns blazing at
65 off 31 balls and was very well supported by
Hisham Mirza who scored 40 off 28 balls.
Skipper Ramaraju of Petrofac was the pick of
the bowlers picking up 3 wickets in 4 overs and
going for only 22 runs. With more than 100
runs left to be chased down, Petrofac was reel-
ing at 72 for 8 when Mudassar Ali and the ever-
green Azmatullah Mohammed were on the
crease. What happened after will undoubtedly
go down as one of the best chases in a final in

Kuwait ’s T20 domestic cricket history.
Mudassar Ali scored a match winning 47 not
out and was equally well supported by
Azmatullah Mohammed who was at his vin-
tage best scoring 37 not out. Mudassari Ali
was declared the man of the finals for his over-
all match winning performance.

KC-DTDL division B finals saw the rivalry of
Sky Lark CC and Kuwait Hawks come to life as
the two went head to head on Friday the 26th
of Feb at 4:30pm onwards. Kuwait hawks who
have had a fantastic run this domestic season
continued their winning streak with yet anoth-
er match winning performance by the talent-
ed Nikhil Kulkarni who scored 93 runs in 47
balls and helped his side win two back to back
division b finals over the weekend. 

The grand finale of KC-DTDL division A was
by far the most awaited game of the weekend
as it had the top two teams of Kuwait, Petrofac
and Aroma, in terms of wins and players take
on the center stage at prime time 7:30 pm
onwards in front of the entire Kuwait Cricket
fraternity including the event sponsors and
His Excellency the Ambassador of South
Africa to Kuwait MP Bona, and His Excellency,
the acting ambassador of Afghanistan to
Kuwait, Sheikh. The toss was conducted by
director of domestic cricket and marketing
Sajid Ashraf along with Herschelle Gibbs,
deputy chairman of the council Iqbal Vanoo,
director technical Sudhakar Shetty, director
general Asad Baig, president TACK
International Mohammed Ashraf and the
team of match officials headed by Imran Haji
Mustafa. Ramaraju of Petrofac won the toss
and elected to bat first. It was a fascinating
sight to see Gibbs interview the captains of

both the sides, Amjad of Aroma and Ramaraju
of Petrofac as it gave a very international feel
to the buildup. 

GIBBS WAS MESMERIZED
The dashing Amir Javed (41 off 15) and

Hassan Arif of Petrofac (23 off 10) were on fire
as they took the score to 80 runs in as less as 5
overs before a bullet throw from Raveja saw
the back of Amir Javed. Boundaries were as
easily hit as taking a single and Gibbs was
mesmerized to see such strong batting on
display. The skipper Amjad Ashraf of Aroma
got his side back in to the game by picking up
three crucial wickets of Nadeem Malik ,
Mustansar Butt and Bilal Ali in a match win-
ning spell of 4 - 25 - 3. However, it was out
and out an evening that belonged to
Mohammed Asghar who absolutely murdered
the bowling attack of petrofac and scored a
sizzling 65 runs off 28 balls with 7 fours and 4
humongous sixes. Usman Waheed played the
anchor role and scored a composed knock of
50 runs off 37 balls with four 4’s and one 6.
Aroma chased down the target with two
overs to spare and that saw the entire club
rush to the pitch upon scoring the winning
runs with Ashghar declared the man of the
finals.  The presentation party and the entire
event was headed and conducted by Sajid
Ashraf. In order to make the most of Gibbs’s
tour to Kuwait, KC had set up a unique coach-
ing clinic in association with IDP and indi-
ansinkuwait.com that saw as many as 50 reg-
istered kids between the ages of 8 - 19 learn
batting, bowling, fielding and confidence
building skills from the legend himself on
Saturday, February 27.

Chairman KC Council Emad Al Jassam

WASHINGTON: New York’s Finnish goaltender
Antti Raanta made 32 saves while subbing for
the injured Henrik Lundqvist and helped the
Rangers win 3-2 at Washington on Friday in a
clash of the top teams in the NHL’s Eastern
Conference. Raanta was pressed into duty after
Lundqvist was ruled out because of neck
spasms. He was stellar against the NHL’s top
team, helping the Rangers extend their streak of
not losing consecutive games that dates to mid-
December. Derek Stepan, Jesper Fast and Keith
Yandle scored for the Rangers against Braden
Holtby, who made 20 saves. Jay Beagle and T.J.
Oshie had the Capitals’ goals. Washington’s lead
over the Rangers was trimmed to 16 games.

STARS 4, DEVILS 2
Valeri Nichushkin had a goal and an assist on

his 21st birthday, and the Stars stopped a four-
game slide. Vernon Fiddler, Jason Spezza and
Colton Sceviour also scored for Dallas, and Kari
Lehtonen made 18 saves. Fiddler’s short-handed
score into an empty net with 20 seconds left was
his 100th career goal. With about a month left in
the season, Dallas, Chicago and St. Louis are
locked up in a tough race for the Central Division
title. The Stars (39-20-7) and Blackhawks (40-21-
5) each have 85 points, followed by the Blues
(37-20-9) with 83. New Jersey has lost seven of
nine. Adam Henrique and Devante Smith-Pelly
scored for the Devils, and Cory Schneider had 15
saves before leaving at 2:05 of the third due to

an injury. Keith Kinkaid made six saves.

BLUE JACKETS 6, OILERS 3
Defenseman David Savard had two goals,

and the Blue Jackets scored on their first two
shots. Boone Jenner and Scott Hartnell each
had a goal and an assist as last-place Columbus
won for the third time in four games. Cam

Atkinson and Fedor Tyutin also scored, and
Joonas Korpisalo had 25 saves. Connor McDavid
had a goal and an assist for Edmonton, which
had won three in a row. Taylor Hall and Leon
Draisaitl also scored. McDavid, the No. 1 overall
pick in last year’s draft, has eight goals and 14
assists in 17 games since returning from a bro-
ken left collarbone. —AP

WASHINGTON: Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals jumps as a shot comes in on Antti Raanta #32 of the New York Rangers at the
Verizon Center on Friday in Washington, DC. The Rangers defeated the Capitals 3-2.  — AFP

Raanta steps up for Lundqvist, 
helps Rangers down Capitals

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

PL W L OT GF GAPTS
Tampa Bay 64 38 22 4179 152 80
Florida 64 36 20 8176 151 80
Boston 65 36 23 6 201 178 78
Detroit 64 32 21 11 163 168 75
Ottawa 65 30 28 7189 204 67
Montreal 65 30 29 6177 181 66
Buffalo 65 26 31 8154 175 60
Toronto 63 21 32 10 150 187 52

Metropolitan Division
Washington 64 47 13 4 210 149 98
NY Rangers 65 38 21 6 184 165 82
NY Islanders 62 35 20 7178 154 77
Pittsburgh 63 33 22 8171 161 74
Philadelphia 63 29 23 11 157 172 69
New Jersey 66 31 28 7147 164 69
Carolina 65 29 26 10158 174 68
Columbus 65 27 30 8173 199 62

Western Conference
Central Division

Chicago 66 40 21 5187 159 85
Dallas 66 39 20 7213 191 85
St. Louis 66 37 20 9166 162 83
Nashville 65 32 21 12176 166 76
Minnesota 65 30 25 10 172 163 70
Colorado 66 33 29 4 178 189 70
Winnipeg 63 26 32 5164 190 57

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 63 38 21 4 168 145 80
Anaheim 63 36 19 8 161 147 80
San Jose 63 35 22 6 191 169 76
Vancouver 63 24 27 12 152 181 60
Arizona 64 27 31 6169 203 60
Edmonton 67 25 35 7165 200 57
Calgary 64 26 34 4173 203 56
Note: Overtime losses (OT) worth 1 pt and not included
in loss column (L).

NHL results/standings
Dallas 4, New Jersey 2; Washington 2, NY Rangers 3; Columbus 6, Edmonton 3.

KUWAIT: The late Khalid Saleh Al-
Ghunaim Annual Billiards Tournament
will kick off tomorrow, March 7, at Hot
Shot Plaza in Hawally. This tournament
began in the 80s, to encourage youth to
practice this “technical” game, and
among the results of these participations
is the formation of a group of highly
experienced players who were able to
win Gulf, Arab and international tourna-
ments, while the organizing committee is
trying to take it from being a Kuwaiti-
Gulf tournament to become an interna-
tional one. The late Khalid Saleh Al-
Ghunaim is considered among the pio-
neers in supporting this game and this
tournament is a continuation of his good
efforts. The number of participants in this
tournament reached 176, and this will
help go international later on.

The final ceremony will be held on
Saturday March 12, 2016 at 7 pm.

Late Khalid Saleh Al-Ghunaim 
billiards tournament begins

Khalid Saleh Al-Ghunaim

Bangladesh take on
India in Asia Cup final

DHAKA: Bangladesh are hoping to cause a
major upset in the Asia Cup final in Dhaka
today by spoiling favourites India’s prepara-
tions for the World Twenty20, which starts
next week.

Top-ranked India crushed Bangladesh
by 45 runs in the opening match of the
tournament, but the hosts have since exe-
cuted a turnaround, winning three matches
on the trot to qualify for the final.  

Bangladesh’s five-wicket win over
Pakistan on Wednesday, watched by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina from a packed
gallery, sparked jubilation in the cricket-
mad nation.   “Any good team, if they are
the home team, they will always know the
conditions very well. So to beat a home
team is always difficult,” Indian captain MS
Dhoni told reporters.

“Also Bangladesh, over the years has
developed a lot. They have improved their
strength,” said the skipper, predicting: “It
will be a good final.”  

Dhoni’s side, the pre-tournament
favourites, defeated the UAE by nine wick-
ets on Thursday to end the league phase
with a 100 percent success rate.

India-who have won nine of their last 10
Twenty20 internationals-will start the final
as favourites, but Dhoni said nothing could
be taken for granted, especially in the
shortest format of international cricket.  

His side are five-times winners of the
Asia Cup, which takes place every two
years, although India’s winning meets were
all held in the previous 50-over one-day
international format.   

“In this format the difference between
the two teams can often be just one knock,
one individual having a very good day or
one bowler having a very good day,” Dhoni
said. “The difference between a good team
and not-so-good team can be just a per-
formance on that particular day.”

Dhoni, whose illustrious trophy case

includes one Asia Cup from 2010, would
like to end the 12-day meet on a high
before India hosts the World Cup T20
Championship starting on March 8.

Hosts Bangladesh have qualified for the
Asia Cup final only once in 2012, when they
lost to Pakistan at home by just two runs. 

“For us it ’s obvious to be emotional
because we don’t always get such chances
and this is happening at home,” Bangladesh
captain Mashrafe Mortaza said Saturday.

Clashes broke out yesterday between
police and hundreds of fans queuing for
tickets, local Bangladesh media reported.
Police fired tear gas to disperse the fans,
according to the online edition of Prothom
Alo, a Bengali-language daily.

Earlier, paceman Taskin Ahmed had
appeared determined to make India’s job
difficult in today’s match. 

“India without a doubt is one of the best
teams in the world,” Taskin told reporters in
Dhaka on Thursday.  “But if we can play up
to our potential, good things are possible. I
would say it’s a 50-50 game.” 

Indian team director Ravi Shastri said
that a boisterous crowd would not be a
problem for his side in the final. 

“We’re used to noise,” Shastri said on
Saturday. “Who cares? When you play at
that level, you are immune to that.”

Bangladesh: Mashrafe Mortaza (capt),
Tamim Iqbal,  Soumya Sarkar, Sabbir
Rahman, Imrul Kayes, Shakib Al Hasan,
Mahmudullah Riyad, Mohammad Mithun,
Mushfiqur Rahim, Nasir Hossain, Nurul
Hasan, Taskin Ahmed Abu Hider, Al-Amin
Hossain, Arafat Sunny.

India: MS Dhoni (capt), Shikhar Dhawan,
Rohit Sharma, Ajinkya Rahane, Virat Kohli,
Suresh Raina, Yuvraj Singh, Hardik Pandya,
Ravindra Jadeja, Ravichandran Ashwin,
Jasprit Bumrah, Harbhajan Singh,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Pawan Negi, Ashish
Nehra. — AFP


