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It was yet another twist in the case that even two
decades later remains at the center of American
attention. Warning that the story behind it could well

amount to nothing, police nevertheless said they are
examining a knife that was reportedly found at the
home where OJ Simpson was living in 1994 when his ex-
wife and her friend were stabbed to death.

The knife was believed to have been recovered by a
construction worker tearing down the house. The work-
er then gave it to an off-duty police officer who was
working as a security guard at a filming location, police
said.

It was unclear when the knife was found and how
long it was held by the officer, who is now retired. The
knife was being analyzed by a Los Angeles Police
Department crime lab for DNA or other material that
could possibly link it to the killings.

Capt Andy Neiman stressed Friday that the authen-
ticity of the story was not confirmed and that investiga-
tors were looking into whether “this whole story is possi-
bly bogus from the get-go.” “It’s unusual how this all of a
sudden becomes a huge story during this time,” Neiman
added, referring to the popular “People v. OJ Simpson:
American Crime Story” anthology that is airing on the FX
television channel.

Simpson was charged and acquitted in the slayings.
Even if the knife is linked to him, legal experts say he
could not be criminally charged again because of pro-

tections against double jeopardy. “If they were going to
find this knife and make it useful in the murder trial, they
should have found it 20 years ago, and they didn’t,” said
Loyola Law School professor Laurie Levenson, a former
federal prosecutor and longtime observer of the
Simpson case. “It will just raise more questions about the
incompetence of the investigation and probably lead to
more books and more movies.”

Decade long mystery 
The weapon used in the killings has been a mystery

for decades. Other knives have surfaced during the case,
but they were not linked to the crimes. In 1994, a sales-
man testified at a preliminary hearing that he sold
Simpson a knife before the killings. That same month a
woman turned in a red-stained kitchen knife she said
she found near Simpson’s home, and a handle and a
piece of blade of a knife were found in a tank that col-
lects waste from airplanes at O’Hare International
Airport in Chicago, where Simpson flew the night of the
killings.

In 1998, a residential construction crew found a fold-
ing-blade knife in Simpson’s former neighborhood, but
police said there was no evidence to show it was related
to any crime. The bodies of Nicole Brown Simpson and
friend Ronald Goldman were found stabbed multiple
times outside her home on June 12, 1994.

The discovery led to the so-called “Trial of the

Century,” in which Simpson was represented by a team
of high-profile attorneys led by the flamboyant Johnnie
Cochran. A jury acquitted Simpson in 1995 after deliber-
ating only four hours. In 1997, a civil court jury found
him liable for the slayings and awarded $33.5 million in
damages to the victims’ families.

Simpson’s Brentwood mansion was torn down after
he moved to Florida following his acquittal. Simpson,
who has always maintained his innocence in the killings,
is now serving a sentence of nine to 33 years in a Nevada
prison for a 2007 armed robbery and kidnapping convic-
tion in which he tried to retrieve football memorabilia.
He is eligible for parole next year.

His Las Vegas lawyer said he had not talked to
Simpson about the knife but questioned who was in
possession of it over the years. “The only thing I’ve heard
is that some cop claims some other guy claims he found
a knife on some property,” attorney Malcolm LaVergne
said. “From what I can see, there’s no chain of custody.”

If the knife turns out to be linked to Simpson, that
fact could be raised at his parole hearing. “The Nevada
Parole Board may consider and give relevant weight to
any evidence that bears on whether the release of the
petitioning inmate could constitute a danger to the
public,” the state attorney general’s office said in a state-
ment. — AP 

OJ Simpson’s former estate and pool are shown from the backyard, Tuesday, Nov 4, 1997 in the Brentwood section of Los Angeles. — AP photos  The body of Nicole Brown Simpson is seen where she was found on the
bloodstained walkway of her Bundy Drive condominium as seen in this
LAPD evidence photo, introduced and accepted as evidence and released
for publication, in the OJ Simpson wrongful-death civil trial.

In this Oct3, 1995 file photo, OJ Simpson, center, reacts as he is found not guilty
of murdering his ex-wife Nicole Brown and her friend Ron Goldman, as members
of his defense team, F Lee Bailey, left, and Johnnie Cochran Jr, right, look on, in
court.

Latest twist in OJ Simpson case: Discovery of knife

Lady Gaga on Friday described her Oscar performance
with rape survivors as the most difficult of her life, saying
that she remains in chronic pain from a decade-old

assault. The pop star on Sunday offered an emotional per-
formance of her song “Till It Happens To You” at the film indus-
try’s gala awards, with university students who have experi-
enced rape joining her on stage with arms joined in solidarity.

“I was never such a wreck as I was the week before this per-
formance,” Gaga told New York radio station Z100. Speaking of
her rape, she said: “It’s the thing that I am the most ashamed
of in my life and I have always felt that it was my fault until this
week.”Gaga, who turns 30 this month, has previously revealed
that she was raped by an older man when she was 19.

But she said that the Academy Awards performance
marked a coming out of sorts, as previously the issue was
“swept under” with people quickly moving on to other topics.
“People don’t know this about me because I don’t share it, and
I know they see me as this kind of celebrity that has success
and money and the world watching and that I must have no
problems. “But I actually suffer from chronic pain all the time
and it’s from this paralyzing fear that I’ve experienced for
almost 10 years,” she said.

Gaga, whose real name is Stefani Germanotta, said that she
had compartmentalized the experience in the back of her
mind but that it “stays in your body, in your tissues.” “So I feel
physical pain, and there are a lot of people who suffer from
chronic pain who have been through a traumatic experience,”
she said.

Gaga said that she later got matching tattoos with some of
the young people at the performance, who had come on
stage with slogans written on their arms such as “Not At All
Your Fault” and “Unbreakable.” Gaga was nominated for an
Oscar for the song which appears in “The Hunting Ground,” a
documentary about rape on university campuses.

She was introduced by Vice President Joe Biden who
encouraged viewers to sign a pledge on the site itsonus.org.
The pledge, which has seen a surge of interest since the
Oscars, commits the signatory to intervene in situations when
a person has not or cannot consent to sex. — AFP 
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Disney’s “Zootopia” is showing plenty of bounce at the US
box office with a dominating $67 million weekend at
3,827 sites, according to early projections Friday. The ani-

mated comedy leads all weekend moviegoing with Gramercy’s
action sequel “London Has Fallen” taking a solid $23 million
while Paramount’s Tina Fey comedy “Whiskey Tango Foxtrot”
fades quickly with less than $8 million.

Fox’s fourth weekend of surprise hit “Deadpool” remains a
player with about $16 million-which will lift it past the $300 mil-
lion mark. “Zootopia” showed clearly that it was drawing from
outside its core audience of children with $1.7 million in
Thursday night previews, making it Disney’s top non-summer
preview gross for an animated movie. The film centers on a rab-
bit (voiced by Ginnifer Goodwin) trying to establish herself as a
cop in a city filled with anthropomorphic animals.

With a plus $65 million opening, “Zootopia” will replace
2014’s “Big Hero 6” as the top launch weekend for a non-Pixar
Disney title. It has a chance at becoming the 12th animated
movie to open at more than $70 million, a list led by the 2007
launch of “Shrek the Third” at $121 million. Paul Dergarabedian,
senior media analyst with comScore, credited Disney with
adept handling.

“‘Zootopia’ is off to a rollicking start and with great reviews, a
terrific marketing campaign and a family film marketplace that
has seen a mere trickle of product over the past few month, the
marketplace is primed and ready to make this one of the most
successful Walt Disney Animation Studios titles ever and in the
process kicks off a box office month of March that will clearly
start on a high note,” he said.

Dergarabedian also pointed out that moviegoers are begin-
ning to take note of the March 25 debut of “Batman v

Superman: Dawn of Justice.” “‘London Has Fallen’ and ‘Whiskey
Tango Foxtrot’ will have more modest debuts, but will nonethe-
less enhance and overall weekend that along with the ubiqui-
tous ‘Deadpool’ that will generate strong overall returns over
this early March frame,” he added.

“Zootopia” was projected with $18 million on Friday com-
pared with $8 million for “London Has Fallen” at 3,490 locations.
“Zootopia” reviews have been stellar with a Rotten Tomatoes
score at 99%. The international total is $98 million after three
weekends with openings in China, Germany and Russia this
weekend.

The performance of “London Has Fallen” is a quick redemp-
tion for star Gerard Butler a week after his “Gods of Egypt”
under-performed in its opening with just $14 million-problem-
atic given the $140 million price tag for “Egypt,” more than dou-

ble the $60 million budget for “London.” Butler returns as a
Secret Service agent three years after “Olympus Has Fallen”
along with Aaron Eckhart and Morgan Freeman returning as
the president and vice president. “Olympus” opened to $30 mil-
lion in 2013 on its way to a $99 million domestic total

“Whiskey Tango Foxtrot,” a comedy that finds Fey’s character
reporting from the Afghanistan a war zone, appears to be
underperforming recent estimates of $10 million to $12 million
2,374 sites.  “Whiskey” has a $35 million production price tag
and a respectable 61% “fresh” rating on Rotten Tomatoes so it
may be helped by word of mouth in coming weeks. — Reuters 

Leslie Jones ain’t afraid of no ghost - or playing a transit
worker. The co-star of the upcoming all-female version of
“Ghostbusters” took to Twitter to defend her role as a

member of the paranormal-fighting group who appears in
footage released Thursday to be an employee of the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

The portrayal of the team’s only non-white member as a
subway worker in filmmaker Paul Feig’s new “Ghostbusters”
came under fire on social media after the trailer debuted
online. “Why can’t a regular person be a Ghostbuster?” the
African-American actress-comedienne posted on Twitter. “I’m
confused. And why can’t I be the one who plays them? I am a
performer. Just go see the movie!”

Jones’ character Patty teams up to fight ghosts and other
apparitions in the film with Kristen Wiig’s particle physicist
Erin, Melissa McCarthy’s paranormal researcher Abby and Kate
McKinnon’s nuclear engineer Jillian. In one scene, Jones’ char-
acter tells them, “You guys are really smart about this science
stuff, but I know New York - and I can borrow a car from my
uncle.”

A poster for the character released earlier this year referred
to Patty as a “ghost tracker, municipal historian, metaphysical
commando.” “I understand this is a reboot of ‘Ghostbusters’
from 1984 and the new characters mirror their male counter-
parts,” wrote Donna Dickens on the pop culture site HitFix.com
on Friday. “But it’s been over 30 years and the dynamic of
three white scientists and ‘street-wise’ minority is dated.”

Jones, who serves as a “Saturday Night Live” cast member
and appeared in the film “Top Five,” made it clear she was not
personally offended by the part, adding on Twitter: “IT’S NOT
A MAN, WOMAN, RACE, CLASS THANG!! IT’S A GHOSTBUSTER
THANG!!” A spokeswoman for “Ghostbusters” writer-director
Feig did not immediately return messages seeking comment.

In the original “Ghostbusters” films, Ernie Hudson por-
trayed the team’s only non-white member, Winston. He
joined the group by responding to a help wanted ad and did
not have any prior experience with paranormal activity. The
new “Ghostbusters” installment is scheduled for release July
15. — AP 

Leslie Jones reacts to criticism 
of ‘Ghostbusters’ character

Actress Leslie Jones poses at the “Top Five” premiere at
the Princess of Wales Theatre during the Toronto
International Film Festival in Toronto. — AFP 

‘Zootopia’ running wild for $67m opening

This image released by Disney shows Chief Bogo, voiced by Idris Elba, a scene from the animated film, “Zootopia.”— AP


