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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Nobel Laureate and founder of
Grameen Bank Dr Mohammad Yunus.—Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Al-Jahra Governor Fahad Al-Amir and a
number of Al-Jahra residents.

KUWAIT: Nobel Laureate and founder of
Grameen Bank Dr Mohammad Yunus under-
scored the productiveness of his meeting
yesterday with His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Yunus,
who is on a visit to the country, said that the
meeting primarily focused on “poverty in the
Muslim world and issues related to the
youth.”

Elaborating on his motto of ‘three zeros,’
Yunus said that he has always been driven
by efforts to “rid the world of poverty, unem-
ployment and carbon emission.” “His
Highness the Amir has informed me of
numerous initiatives Kuwait has taken to
eradicate unemployment and poverty,”
Yunus noted. “We had great discussions and
I am very happy to have had the chance to
meet His Highness the Amir,” the Nobel
Laureate said.

A social entrepreneur, banker and econo-
mist, Yunus is championed in his home
country of Bangladesh for pioneering the
concepts of microcredit and microfinance.
His microfinance organization, Grameen
Bank, makes small loans to the impover-
ished as means of helping them cope with
the rising cost of living. In 2006, Yunus was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his
finance work. In addition to meeting His
Highness the Amir, Yunus also met with
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.

Al-Jahra Governorate
In other news, His Highness the Amir

received retired Lieutenant General Fahad Al-
Amir, Al-Jahra Governor, and a number of Al-
Jahra residents at Bayan Palace. In a speech
at the reception, the Governor thanked His
Highness, on behalf of the residents, for

establishing different projects in Al-Jahra
Governorate including a hospital, a court
house, and a hall to celebrate special occa-
sions. He also praised the wise leadership of
His Highness, adding that the governorate’s
officials are set to present to His Highness
ideas on several development projects to be
executed in the area.

After the meeting, a number of Al-Jahra
residents hailed the completion of several
projects in Al-Jahra, namely Sheikh Ahmad
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Hall for social
occasions and soon to be over Al-Jahra
Hospital. In a press statement, Al-Oyon
Mayor Malouh Al-Harbi expressed great

honor to meet His Highness the Amir to
thank him for the various projects that were
completed in the governance.

Meanwhile, Adwan Mohammad Al-
Towalah praised His Highness the Amir’s vast
knowledge of problems in Al-Jahra, includ-
ing the needed vital projects that were done
to help the governorate, thanking as well
the various ministries that took part for their
efforts. Dr Mohammad Al-Busairi said mean-
while he was honored to have met His
Highness the Amir and thanked him for his
care and keenness to ensure projects like a
hospital, a court house, and a banquet hall
were seen through. The delegation later vis-

ited His Highness the Prime Minister as well.

Municipal Council
Also yesterday, His Highness the Amir

received Kuwait ’s Municipal Council
Chairman Muhalhal Al-Khalid, who con-
veyed to His Highness a report on the
achievements of the Council for the 11th
convening term from 21-10-2013 to 30-4-
2015. His Highness the Amir also received
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, and First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His
Highness the Crown Prince received His
Highness Sheikh Nasser, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled and Acting Chairman of the State
Audit Bureau (SAB) Adel Al-Sarawi.

Graduation
Separately, His Highness the Amir is set to

patronize and attend a broad graduation
ceremony of Kuwait University’s students for
the 2014-2015 academic year, including
those with higher education degree. The
ceremony will be held today at the Late
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Theater
in Shuwaikh district. — KUNA

Nobel Laureate ‘very happy’ to have met Amir

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Municipal Council
Chairman Muhalhal Al-Khalid.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets Dr
Mohammad Yunus.

Amir condoles with Tunisia

President over deadly attacks
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of
condolences to Tunisian President Mohamed
Beji Caid Essebsi yesterday after multiple
attacks on Tunisian army and police targets left
scores of casualties in the city of Ben Guerdane,
near the borders with Libya.

His Highness the Amir voiced sincere sym-
pathy with the President Essebsi and the gov-
ernment and people of sisterly Tunisia, as well
as the victims and their families. He prayed to
Almighty God for mercy on the souls of mar-
tyrs and quick recovery for those wounded in
the attacks. He expressed Kuwait’s strong

denunciation of all forms of terrorism or
attacks on innocent lives, saying that such des-
picable acts of violence aimed to destabilize
sisterly Tunisia. The State of Kuwait stands by
Tunisia at these hard times and backs up the
efforts of the international community to eradi-
cate terrorism and dry up the sources of financ-
ing for terrorism, His Highness the Amir wrote.
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to
President Essebsi.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union and Speaker of (Kuwait)
National Assembly Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem
has expressed strong condemnation of the
armed terrorist attacks. The Parliament
Speaker said in a cable to his Tunisian counter-
part, Mohammad Al-Nasser, “We assure you
and the brotherly Tunisian people that we
stand fully on side of Tunisia, as leadership,
parliament and people, in facing such criminal
acts aimed at Tunisia’s security and stability.”
He expressed heartfelt condolences to Tunisia
on the deaths, inflicted as a result of these ter-
rorist attacks, and wished the injured quick
recovery. — KUNA

RIYADH: Kuwaiti Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah yesterday
reaffirmed Kuwait’s total rejection of any insult
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Speaking to reporters following participation
in the 24th meeting of the GCC information
ministers, the minister warned that anyone who
may allow himself to insult GCC member coun-
tries would face legal action. “ This matter
(insult) cannot be condoned since it is pertinent
to international relations in general and rela-
tions with brotherly GCC countries in particular,”
he said.

He quoted the Kuwaiti government, repre-
sented by First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah as having vowed to take nec-
essary measures against those involved in
insulting GCC countries.

On the meeting, which concluded in Riyadh
earlier yesterday, the Kuwaiti minister said Gulf

media should play a more effective role in light
of the current critical and sensitive circum-
stances in the Arab region. He added that the
ministers had discussed the current situation in
Yemen and the role of the Saudi-led operation
aiming to support legitimacy and stability there.

Earlier, Sheikh Salman stressed the impor-
tance of launching a joint Gulf media network
to provide services on both internal and exter-
nal levels. This system will support the stability
and security of “our countries due to accelera-
tion of events and developments at the regional
and international levels,” Minister Sheikh Salman
Al-Humoud said upon his departure to Riyadh
to participate in the meeting.

He also pointed to the importance of the uni-
ty of the media discourse, saying that media
message would entrench the values of citizen-
ship and highlight the noble values of the
Islamic religion, renouncing violence, extrem-
ism, terrorism and upholding love and tolerance
and the values of peace. — KUNA

RIYADH: Information Minister Sheikh Salman
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah attends the 24th meet-
ing of the GCC information ministers. — KUNA

Info Minister reiterates Kuwait’s rejection

of insult against Saudi Arabia, GCC members

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Professor Muhammad Yunus, a
Bangladeshi social entrepreneur, banker, econ-
omist and civil society leader who was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize for founding Grameen
Bank and pioneering the concepts of microcre-
dit and microfinance, was the guest speaker at
the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry yesterday. In his speech, Yunus narrat-
ed how he started lending to the poor and was
able to turn the lives of many Bangladeshis for
the better through his microfinance program,
which started only because he wanted to make
a difference to the lives of many people at a
time of famine in Bangladesh. 

“During the independence of Bangladesh,
we had high hopes and many expectations,
which unfortunately turned into a nightmare. I
was teaching at a university in the US at that
time, earning a very good income. I told myself
this was the time to go back and help
Bangladesh. I went back and saw the situation
in Bangladesh was in a very sorry state,” he said.

When he started work as an academic, he
was happy seeing his students learning some-
thing from him, but he admitted he was not
satisfied and content, seeing his country and
his people in a worsening situation. “I thought
that teaching economics is not helping the
poor at all. I said to myself I was useless - what
is the use of teaching people economics but
they are all struggling on a daily basis? So for
me, it was a totally pointless thing to continue.
Many people were dying because of the
famine, so I decided to go the villages and learn
about the life of the people,” Yunus recalled. 

Yunus said he was a total stranger in his
own country because he grew up and taught
economics in an American university for years.
“So going back to my country and learning
about the lives of people was really difficult,
but I tried. I saw my people trying to survive,
many turning to loan sharks in order to live for

the moment. I saw how the people were strug-
gling, borrowing a little amount of money for
absolutely unimaginable interest. They were
struggling hard to pay it back, so they were
basically stuck and couldn’t move forward at
all,” he said.

Helping the poor
Yunus decided he would help these poor

people. “Because I had some money at that
time, I started lending money to the poor and I
was able to help many of them. I felt satisfied
and content, especially by seeing them happy, I
gave them money so they could start some-
thing without too much interest. But I knew my
money would eventually run out, and I would
not be able to continue lending money to the
poor, so I sought the help of many banks, but
they laughed at me. They said how can you
allow these poor people to borrow money?
How can they repay, they asked. I said they
need to borrow money to survive and help
their families. They said they had money, but it
was only available for companies and rich peo-
ple, who could pay it back. I started criticizing
the banks for their anti-poor policies, and made
an issue out of it, so they relented and allowed
the poor to borrow money but with me as their
guarantor,” Yunus recounted.

“If these poor people could not repay, I
guaranteed to pay back from my pocket, so we
signed a deal and they agreed to lend me more
money. But the banks continued to deny some
people and eventually suspended the pro-
gram. I wanted to continue to give opportuni-
ties to the poor, so I applied for a government
license for my own bank. I officially got the
license in 1983, and Grameen Bank is now one
of the biggest national banks in Bangladesh,”
he stated.

Yunus said he had a cordial meeting with
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and thanked him for hosting many
Bangladeshi nationals in Kuwait. 

Professor Muhammad Yunus

gives lecture at Chamber

KUWAIT: Professor Muhammad Yunus speaks during a lecture at Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: A Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) senior offi-
cial said Tuesday the GCC Traffic Week, due next
Sunday, aimed at intensifying the education of
traffic and safety rules and regulations for all
drivers. Major-General Abdullah Al-Muhanna,

Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs, said
the traffic week of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) would bolster coordination among the six
GCC countries with the objective of improving
traffic and transportation. He added in a press

statement the GCC Traffic Week, held under the
motto “You Decide Your Own Fate,” would con-
tribute to safer roads and less accidents.
Muhanna called on all drivers to abide by traffic
safety rules for their own safety. — KUNA

GCC Traffic Week aims at educating

drivers of safety rules’ importance


