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KUWAIT: MP Salah Ashour yesterday lodged
a grilling motion against Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for
Planning Affairs and Development Hind Al-
Subaih, in line with clauses number 100 and
101 of the Kuwaiti Constitution. The grilling
motion, Ashour described, consists of two
items, with one dealing with alleged
attempts to “privatize cooperative societies,”
while the other relates to “cessation of assis-
tance to orphans.” 

As prescribed in clause number 100 of the
Kuwaiti Constitution, “all MPs are obligated
to stand before the Prime Minister and
Cabinet to answer any interrogations called
against them,” Ashour noted. Moreover,
clause number 101 states that “every minister
is responsible for the works of their respec-
tive ministries, and once a minister loses
Parliament’s trust, a motion of distrust would
be filed, which would require the minister to
resign.”

Parliament Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem announced that the grilling would
take place in Parliament’s March 15 session.
In a statement to the press, Ghanem said
that Subaih reserves the right to request a
delay in proceedings, adding that “she also
has the right to face the interrogation
process during the next parliamentary ses-
sion, if she so chooses.” 

“If there is a request for a delay, then
Parliament would vote on whether it would
happen,” Ghanem said. Despite a recent spike
in grilling motions, Ghanem assured that “it
would not interfere with Parliament’s agen-
da, and that all pending issues would be
addressed.” As per clause number 135 of the
National Assembly Charter, “a grilling motion

would only take place at least eight days
after such motion was called.”

Earlier yesterday, Subaih stressed that
political probing is guaranteed by the
Kuwaiti constitution, hence, it’s every MP’s
right to practice it even if it was done against
her capacity as the Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor.  —KUNA 
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KUWAIT: A child died in a fire reported at a
house in the Oyoun district of Al-Jahra yes-
terday. The cause of death was determined
as smoke inhalation, according to initial
investigations. Firemen had rushed to the
scene after receiving a call about a fire that
trapped 18 persons inside their home. They
were able to evacuate all residents, and
handed over those injured to paramedics.
Some of the injured people were in a critical
condition, including the child who later
died. Two firemen were also injured while
tackling the blaze. An investigation has been
opened to determine the cause of the fire.

The Drugs Control General Department
(DCGA) arrested 10 suspects, including
eight Arab men, a bedoon and a citizen,

with possession of drugs. Nearly 2 kilo-
grams of shabu (meth), one kilogram of
heroin, 120 grams of hashish and 6,200 illic-
it tablets were confiscated. The suspects
were sent to concerned authorities.

Gas leak
Police, firemen, and civil defense officers

went on alert following a gas leak reported
at a Fintas policlinic. The site was evacuat-
ed, and the situation was put under con-
trol. Health Ministry maintenance teams
were called in to stop the leak and deter-
mine the reason behind it.

Kuwait Municipality yesterday
announced destroying 1,500 kilograms of
expired food seized during an unscheduled
crackdown on food stores and warehouses
at Industrial Shuwaikh yesterday.
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A picture from the scene after the fire was put out.

Firefighters take rest after tackling the blaze.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor and Minister of State
for Planning and Development
Hind Al-Subaih announced form-
ing a special committee to inves-
tigate violations worth millions of
dinars, which were detected in
the social allowances sector. The
violations came in the form of
paying allowances to people who
did not deserve them, including
company owners and board
members. Subaih added that the
committee had detected around
650 cases earlier and it has now
detected some new ones. 

“Once the investigation is over,

the tally will be declared and
legal measures will be taken to
hold those responsible for the
violations legally accountable,
including ministry officials and
allowance recipients,” she added,
explaining that 85 company own-
ers, business associates and
board members were involved in
the violations, in addition to
1,127 people who had been
unlawfully receiving the
allowances since 2008, adding up
the total sum they received to KD
2,428,142. 

Subaih said that allowances
were previously stopped for 1,331
people who are currently indebt-
ed by KD 1,517,692, in addition to

454 cases that had been getting
allowances from both MSAL and
the disabled authority. 

Penalties
Municipal Council member

Nayef Al-Sour strongly slammed
penalties and deduction of one-
third of the monthly salaries of
some of its Kuwaiti employees
over violations committed by a
cleaning company and some
expatriate employees. He also
called for an immediate investiga-
tion of those who took these
measures. 

Social care
Ministry of Social Affairs and

Labor’s (MSAL) Undersecretary
Mutar Al-Mutairi said that the
social care sector’s efforts result-
ed in achieving 98 percent of its
development plans for this year.
Mutairi also denied evicting any
of the family care tenants regard-
less of their age, and noted that
that MSAL has been always work-
ing on making them feel integrat-
ed into the society as normal citi-
zens. Mutairi stressed that within
the measures currently in
progress to transfer the responsi-
bility of kindergartens to the
Ministry of Education (MoE), a
joint committee had been
formed that met several times
pending the transfer. 

Millions in allowances paid
to undeserving people: Subaih

13 bodies to give remarks
on companies law charter
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: A grace period that was given to 13 bod-
ies including the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (KCCI), the Investment Companies Union,
the Banks Union and some auditing bodies to make
their remarks on the primary draft of the commer-
cial companies law executive charter expires by the
end of this week. The authorities were told to give
their remarks so that the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry could review the remarks and set the final
charter. The primary draft was set in accordance to
changes in the Capital Market Authority and the
companies law, where some articles were removed
and new ones are set to be added to make it more
flexible to cope with economic changes in progress
since 2012. 

Four get death for
drug trafficking 

in Kuwait
KUWAIT: The Criminal Court has sentenced four people
to death - three Indian men and a Sri Lankan woman -
for drug trafficking. The three were caught in a case
related to heroin smuggling. The court found the four,
including three men from Kerala guilty of possessing
and selling the narcotic in the country. A case against
them was registered in April 2015 following the bust at
Kuwait International Airport. 

All four sentenced may appeal the verdicts within 30
days and the Appeal Court will review the sentences.
Customs caught one of the smugglers at the airport
bringing in the heroin. He later gave the names of the
other defendants who were arrested in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh

School 
should 

refund fee
increases:

Athari 
KUWAIT: Ministry of
Education’s (MoE)
Undersecretary Dr
Haitham Al-Athari recently
met members of the par-
liamentary educational
affairs committee to dis-
cuss private school fees
and the owners’ demands
to increase them, Al-Qabas
reported  During the
meeting, Athari stressed
that the ministry has not
approved any fee increases
in private schools so far
and that the topic was still
being discussed with the
committee pending a fur-
ther meeting to be held
next week. “The education-
al affairs committee will
hear parents’ opinions as
well as that of school own-
ers,” he added, pointing out
that MoE was very keen on
students’ best interests. He
also denied approving any
fee increase and that
schools that have already
collected higher fees
would be mandated to
refund them for the time
being until the topic has
been fully discussed with
the parliamentary commit-
tee and decided upon.


