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Al-Anbaa

An Arab lives and dies dominated by a feeling of
being oppressed, inferior and wronged. He has
been brought up to the culture of postponed

promises, postponed victories and a postponed better
future. He spends his life whining and feeling sorry
waiting to achieve the better future, victory, pride, pres-
tige and status. This is how Arab generations have lived
their lives through centuries and ages.  Currently, as
Arabs, we should not be surprised with how miserable
we are, because historically, we are no exception. The
situations we are experiencing nowadays are not new
to Arab real life. Arabs had never been better off than
today. We have always experienced division, threats,
wars, evils, ignorance and bad conditions. 

Do not believe stories about a bright glorious Arab
past that our forefathers lived. Those are only stories
invented by dreaming historians and writers who did
not actually live in that perilous hard past nor experi-
enced its atrocities. They wrote what they wrote while
physically and chronically distant from those times.
They wrote such stories out of misery, self-criticism and
praising the past only to criticize their present and
blacken it.  With ideas of hope, anticipation and
patience, which are known to be the key to all achieve-

ments, Arabs have always lived with an idea that victory
would be achieved someday. Of all nations, they have
lived their lives in search for such victory. If one asks
them about the victory they are seeking, they would
immediately say victory over Israel. If asked the same
question before the state of Israel was established, they
would say over colonization, and before that, over the
Ottomans, over Abbasids before that, over Umayyads
before them, over the enemies of Allah and non-believ-
ers, Christians, Jews, etc!

We are more possessed with victory than with sci-
ence, work, health, construction, industry, agriculture or
bringing up children preparing them for their future
lives. We instead prepare them to die! Arabs do not real-
ize that victory over misled selves and souls anticipating
the achievement of promises of a better future that they
expect to come out of the blue is the real true victory. 

Other nations seek victory in factories, labs and
fields. They have already triumphed and do not seek
further triumphs in wars, battles and killings. They do
not rejoice with the growing number of martyrs. Our
nation will always be defeated as long as it only sees
victory in blood and battlefields. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

An absentminded nation
Al-Anbaa

By Saleh Al-Shayeji
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Large drug smuggling
attempt foiled

KUWAIT: Shuwaikh customs officers foiled an attempt to
smuggle four million illicit tablets to Kuwait, said security
sources. Officers found the tablets hidden inside cavities
in a container that arrived from an Arab country.
Coordination is ongoing with the Drug Control General
Department (DCGD) to arrest the suspects who tried to
smuggle the drugs.

Maids burn child

A citizen accused his two domestic helpers of scalding
his daughter with hot water. The man said that the two
Filipina women escaped from his Adan house after
committing their crime. A security source said the man
told Adan area police that his two-year-old daughter
sustained second degree burns, accusing the workers
of pouring hot water on her. Detectives are looking for
the two.

Woman beats father

A woman beat her retired father in his Qairawan house,
and was charged accordingly. The victim gave police a
medical report stating that he sustained several bruises
and grazes after his 27-year-old daughter beat him.
Detectives were asked to arrest and bring her for further
legal action.

Home robbery

A citizen reported a theft that happened at his house
which is still under construction in Jaber Al-Ahmad. The
thieves took the copper wires from the construction site
and disappeared, he said. The citizen went to Naeem
police station and told them that thieves entered from
the backdoor and stole the copper wires, used for elec-
tric wiring. Police are investigating. —Al-Rai
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Saudi Airlines suspends selling
tickets to Lebanon from Kuwait

KUWAIT: Saudi Arabian Airlines asked travel agencies
in Kuwait to stop issuing travel tickets to Lebanon on
its fleet until further notice. The company further
instructed the agencies to remove restrictions on tick-
ets that have already been booked in order to allow
passengers to ask for a refund or a reroute, Al-Qabas
reported. —Al-Qabas 

Cash deficit

KUWAIT: The cash deficit in the 2015/2016 budg-
et for eleven months ending on February 29,
2016 reaches KD 5.1 billion, according to Finance
Ministry statistics, which further indicate that the
deficit could exceed KD 6 billion by the end of
March. The statistics show that revenues
between April 1, 2015 and February 29, 2016
reached KD 12.6 billion, while cash spent to state
department during the same period reached KD
16.2 billion. The figures also indicate that some
dues were yet to be paid, including KD 194 mil-
lion to the Public Institution for Social Security
and KD 140 million to the Ministry of Electricity
and Water. KD 1.2 billion were put in the future
generation’s fund during the same period, the
statistics show. —Al-Qabas

Licensed revoked

KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority is intensi-
fying crackdowns against ‘marginal’ or illegal labor
forces at fields that includes industry, agriculture and
constructions. A company that is found to be in viola-
tion of the labor law will have its file closed, and all of
its transactions will be suspended except for ‘final
termination for travel’ transactions, sources said.
Employers in that case would also be referred to the
Ministry of Interior for investigations, and if convict-
ed, would be banned from practicing commercial
activities, forced to pay a fine for every worker he
employs illegally and could also face jail time, the
sources added. —Al-Anbaa

Municipal Council

KUWAIT: The parliament’s public facilities com-
mittee approved a proposal to limit the number
of constituencies for Municipal Council elections
to 10, where two members can be elected in
each constituency while elections would take
place under the single-vote format. —Al-Jarida

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, announced its participation in Gulf
University for Science and Technology’s job fair from 9 to
10 March 2016.

Anas Yousef Al-Ateeqi, Chief Human Resources Officer
stated: “Represented by the Human Resources Sector,
VIVA’s participation in this significant annual event reflects
its continued commitment to support young Kuwaitis in
various fields, in the frame of its CSR strategy and its
human development plan. VIVA endeavors to provide
young Kuwaitis with suitable job opportunities that fit
their specialties while maintaining our commitment to the
government’s Kuwaitization as more than 67 percent of
our workforce is Kuwaiti.”

Ateeqi added: “VIVA pursues all social activities that
help strengthen its position in the local market through
supporting and training of a national workforce that repre-
sents the pillars of the nation. VIVA is also committed to
invest in community initiatives that encourage young
Kuwaitis to join the telecom industry and provide them
with the opportunity to submit their resumes and job
applications to identify talented Kuwaitis who have the
potential to join VIVA’s team, and learn more about the
needs and requirements of the job market.” 

VIVA is keen to continue its ongoing socially responsible
role in the community by spreading the spirit of goodness
amongst Kuwaiti society. We believe at VIVA in taking a

holistic approach to our CSR activities, one that engages
our employees, and creates goodwill in our communities
with a focus on helping to grow and develop the State of
Kuwait. 

VIVA’s Corporate Social Responsibility ‘CSR’ activities can
be reviewed on the company’s website at
https://www.viva.com.kw/csr . This offers a description of
each CSR initiative that VIVA has supported, or taken on
since its inception.

VIVA participates in Gulf
University’s job fair

Anas Al-Ateeqi

Local banks to 
finance 49%, foreign 

51% of clean fuel project
KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said local banks are
leading a local consortium to finance the Clean Fuel
Project, and will finance 49 percent of the project’s
budget of KD 3.4 billion, while 51 percent of the budget
would be funded by a consortium of foreign banks. The
sources explained that the project includes providing
non-cash facilities for three phases and elaborated that
the first one (Mina Abdullah refinery) would be execut-
ed by a consortium of companies at a total cost of KD
2.071 billion, the second would be executed by another
consortium at a cost of KD 962 million and the third
(Mina Ahmadi refinery) would be executed by a third
consortium at a cost of KD 1.361 billion. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry’s Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad awarded First
Lieutenant Athbi Al-Sayar and Lieutenant Hamad Al-Kheder from Salmiya Police Station for their
efforts that resulted in the arrest of several lawbreakers. Assistant Undersecretary for General Security
Abdulfattah Al-Ali attended the ceremony.


