
THE HAGUE: Pakistan is violating its “obligations” to the
international community by failing to reduce its nuclear
arsenal, the Marshall Islands told the UN’s highest court
yesterday. The small Pacific Island nation is this week
launching three unusual cases against India, Pakistan
and Britain before the International Court of Justice.

Majuro wants to put a new spotlight on the global
nuclear threat, its lawyers said on Monday, by using its
own experience with massive US-led nuclear tests in
the 1940s and 1950s.”Pakistan is in breach of its obliga-
tions owed to the international community as a whole,”
when it comes to reducing its nuclear stockpile, said
Nicholas Grief, one of the island nation’s lawyers.

Islamabad and its nuclear-armed neighbor India
“continue to engage in a quantitative build-up and a
qualitative improvement” of their atomic stockpiles,
added Tony deBrum, a Marshallese government minis-
ter. DeBrum warned that even a “limited nuclear war”
involving the two countries would “threaten the exis-
tence” of his island nation people.

Pakistan and India have fought three wars since
independence from Britain in 1947, two of them over
the disputed Himalayan territory of Kashmir. In 1998,
the rival neighbors both demonstrated nuclear
weapons capability. The ICJ’s judges are holding hear-
ings for the next week and a half to decide whether it is
competent to hear the lawsuits brought against India
and Pakistan-neither of which have signed the 1968
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

A third hearing against Britain-which has signed the
NPT-scheduled to start on Wednesday will be devoted
to “preliminary objections” raised by London. The
Marshalls initially sought to bring a case against nine
countries it said possessed nuclear arms: Britain, China,
France, India, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan, Russia and
the United States.

Israel has never admitted to having nuclear
weapons. But the Hague-based ICJ, set up in 1945 to
rule in disputes between states, has only admitted
three cases against Britain, India and Pakistan, because
they have accepted the ICJ’s compulsory jurisdiction.
Pakistan’s lawyers did not attend yesterday’s hearings. It
did however file a counter-claim against Majuro’s alle-
gations saying “the court has no jurisdiction to deal
with the application” and insisting that the case is “not
admissible”, said ICJ President Ronny Abraham.  — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: What was meant as a ges-
ture of respect toward women ended up
reminding India that it needed to improve
female representation in politics. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s call for only
female lawmakers to address the Indian
parliament on International Women’s Day
included silence - because there weren’t
enough women to speak.

Of 543 elected members in the lower
house, only 62 are women - or just 12 per-
cent. The global average is 22 percent for

women in Parliament, according to the
Inter-Parliamentary Union The women
who spoke in the assembly yesterday
raised issues including allowing women’s
entry into Hindu temples and better edu-
cation for girls. They also demanded
renewed effort in passing long-stalled leg-
islation to require that 33 percent of law-
makers be women. “Surely, maximum
governance also means giving us women
our legitimate due, namely the much-
awaited Women’s Reservation Bill,” opposi-

tion Congress party leader Sonia Gandhi
said, chided her colleagues for failing to
push it through since it was first floated in
Parliament at least two decades ago. 

The legislation aims to correct some of
the social imbalance between genders,
but has been blocked by powerful social-
ist groups and political leaders worried
that a female quota system would cost
their male-dominated parties seats.
Communist lawmaker K Sreemathi
Teacher sought to shame her male col-

leagues by noting that Afghanistan’s par-
liament is 28 percent female, even with
the Taliban presenting a constant threat to
women.

Her colleague from West Bengal state’s
Trinamool Congress party agreed. “We
don’t want a separate seat in the bus. We
want to drive that bus. We don’t want sep-
arate queues. I want to earn money and
pay my taxes,” said Shatabdi Roy.
Meanwhile, Bhavna Gawali from the
Hindu nationalist group Shiv Sena party

said male priests were being ridiculous in
holding to the ancient, sexist practice of
barring women from the inner sanctum of
the Shani temple in the western state of
Maharashtra. “While we talk of equality,
we can’t go to temples,” she said.

Not all of the women in the assembly
were prepared to speak, but after all those
who wanted to speak had taken their
turns, there was enough time left for the
Speaker to ask the men in the house for
input on the day’s agenda. — AP 
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DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Supreme Court yesterday
upheld the death sentence of Jamaat-e-Islami’s
chief financier, imposed for war crimes, in a major
blow to the country’s biggest Islamist party. Mir
Quasem Ali, a shipping and real estate tycoon, was
convicted in 2014 of abducting and murdering a
young fighter during Bangladesh’s 1971 war of
independence against Pakistan.

Three senior Jamaat officials and a leader of the
main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) have been executed since December 2013
for war crimes, despite global criticism of their tri-
als by a controversial tribunal. The trials have
divided the country and sparked deadly protests,
with supporters of Jamaat and the BNP branding
them a sham aimed at eliminating their leaders.

“The court upheld his death sentence for the
abduction and murder of a young freedom fighter
whose body was dumped in a river,” Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam said. The 63-year-old
senior party leader faces the gallows within
months unless his case is reviewed by the same
court or he is granted clemency by the
Bangladeshi president.

Abdur Rob, professor of political science at the
North South University in Dhaka, said the ruling
was a big setback for Jamaat. “He was the main fin-
ancier of the party,” he said. “He also ran Jamaat’s
social and business enterprises and had very good
connections across the world, especially in the

Middle East.” The executions and convictions of
Jamaat officials plunged the country into one of
its worst crises in 2013 when tens of thousands of
Islamist activists clashed with police in nationwide
protests that left some 500 people dead. In the
same year it launched a nationwide crackdown of
Jamaat activists in which tens of thousands of
Islamists were either detained or sued over the
protests.

The latest verdict is expected to widen the
divide between secular groups and Islamic hard-
liners in the Muslim-majority nation, which has
seen recent killings of secular bloggers, religious
minorities and foreigners. Opposition parties say
the trials are politically motivated, aimed at weak-
ening rivals to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s sec-
ular government. The trials come as the govern-
ment has also been accused of a recent crackdown
on dissent, including in independent media. Since
it was set up by the government in 2010, the tribu-
nal has sentenced more than a dozen opposition
leaders for their roles in the war. The government
maintains the trials are needed to heal the
wounds of the conflict, which it says left three mil-
lion people dead.

Nationwide strike 
Jamaat called for a nationwide strike on

Wednesday to protest against the verdict. The par-
ty has in recent months eschewed violent protests

in reaction to war crimes verdicts. “The govern-
ment conspired and planned to kill one after
another of Jamaat’s leaders. Mir Quasem Ali is a
victim of a government conspiracy,” Jamaat said in
a statement.

Ali had helped revive the party by setting up
charities, businesses and trusts linked to it after it
was allowed to operate in the late 1970s. Jamaat
was banned after its leaders became key organiz-
ers of the notorious pro-Pakistani militia Al-Badr
during the nine-month war of independence.

Before he was arrested in 2012 on 14 war
crimes charges, Ali headed the Diganta Media
Corporation, which owns a pro-Jamaat daily and a
television station that was shut down in 2013 for
inflaming religious tensions. Alam, the attorney
general, said the tycoon had paid $25 million to a
US lobbying firm to try to put a stop to the war
crime trials of Jamaat leaders.

Defence lawyers have said the charges against
him were “baseless and false” and that he was not
at the crime scenes during the war. Ali’s wife called
the court’s decision “a travesty of justice”. Rights
groups have also criticized the trials, saying they
fall short of international standards and lack any
foreign oversight. Jamaat opposed the wartime
struggle for independence, and sided with the
military regime in Islamabad. Independent
researchers estimate that between 300,000 and
500,000 people died in the 1971 conflict. — AFP 
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‘He was the main financier of the party ‘

DHAKA: This file photo taken on November 2, 2014 shows Bangladeshi Jamaat-e-Islami party leader, Mir Quasem Ali waving his
hand as he enters a van at the International Crimes Tribunal court. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A 15-year-old girl was fighting
for her life in a New Delhi hospital yesterday
after being raped and set on fire on the
rooftop terrace of her family’s home in a vil-
lage outside the city, police said. The attack
is just one of several recently reported cases
of rapes of women or children in India -
underlining the persistence of such vio-
lence despite a public outcry three years
ago that led to stronger laws against sexual
assault.

In the latest case, police have arrested a
20-year-old man suspected of raping and
attempting to burn the girl to death
Monday in Tigri village, near the New Delhi
suburb of Noida in the state of Uttar
Pradesh, according to Constable Yadram
Singh of the Bisrakh police station. Singh
said the man “had burns on his hands” and
was charged with several offenses, includ-
ing rape, attempted murder, assault of a
minor and causing grievous injury.

The girl was in critical condition with
severe burns over most of her body, Singh
said. Indian newspapers said she had burns
on 95 percent of her body. Singh’s police
report on the case describes how the girl’s
parents found her after hearing her scream-
ing from the rooftop terrace a few hours
before dawn Monday.

The girl later told police that she was
raped, beaten and then set on fire by a man
who she said had been stalking her for
months, Singh said. India’s women and chil-
dren are considered particularly vulnerable
to sexual violence and harassment because
of widespread social taboos against speak-
ing about sexual assault. The stigma is
enough to keep many from even reporting

crimes, while many others face police resist-
ance in filing complaints.

Experts say that has started to change
since the fatal gang rape of a 23-year-old
woman on a New Delhi bus in 2012 trig-
gered national anger and demands that
more be done for women’s safety.  The gov-
ernment rushed through legislation to dou-
ble prison terms for rape, and to criminalize
voyeurism, stalking and the trafficking of
women. But activists say more action is
needed, including better educating youths
and adding basic safety infrastructure such
as street lights and public bathrooms. The
public debate has also increased Indian
newspaper reports of rape and assault,
including several in just the last few days.

On Monday, police in the financial capi-
tal of Mumbai said they were investigating
whether a 4-year-old girl whose body was
dumped in the bushes on the city’s out-
skirts had been raped before being killed,
according to the Press Trust of India news
agency. The girl reportedly went missing
after being separated from her mother at a
railway station Sunday night.

In other cases in Uttar Pradesh, police
arrested a 20-year-old man suspected of
raping a 6-year-old Sunday night, and were
separately investigating nine people for
allegedly gang raping a woman when she
went into the fields to go to the bathroom
last month, PTI reported. And last week,
three boys reportedly kidnapped a teenage
girl from her home and raped her repeat-
edly in a field in the northern state of
Haryana and later in New Delhi before she
escaped, the news agency cited police as
saying. — AP 

15-year-old raped, set on
fire outside New Delhi

NOIDA: Policemen are deployed near a house where a 15-year-old girl was set on fire
after being raped at Tigri village. — AFP  


