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Kuwait predicts 
a budget deficit 
of KD 22 billion 

Mosque attack 
drama headlines 
Saudi Film Fest

Spurs stung; Lin 
leads Hornets 
fightback 91-88

Groups urge 
end to Saudi 
arms sales 

34 perish as terrorists hit 
airport, metro in Brussels
Amir offers condolence; Kuwaitis in Belgium safe 

BRUSSELS: Thirty-four people were killed in attacks on
Brussels airport and a rush-hour metro train in the
Belgian capital yesterday, according to public broadcast-
er VRT, triggering security alerts across Europe and
bringing some cross-border traffic to a halt. A witness
said he heard shouts in Arabic and shots shortly before
two blasts struck a packed airport departure lounge at
Brussels airport. The federal prosecutor said one of the
explosions was probably triggered by a suicide bomber.

The blasts occurred four days after the arrest in
Brussels of a suspected participant in November militant
attacks in Paris that killed 130 people. Belgian police and
combat troops on the streets had been on alert for
reprisal but the attacks took place in crowded areas

where people and bags are not searched. All public
transport in Brussels was shut down, as it was in London
during 2005 Islamist militant attacks there that killed 52. 

Authorities appealed to citizens not to use over-
loaded telephone networks, extra troops were sent into
the city and the Belgian Crisis Centre, clearly wary of a
further incident, appealed to the population: “Stay
where you are”. British Sky News television’s Alex Rossi, at
the airport, said he heard two “very, very loud explo-
sions”. “I could feel the building move. There was also
dust and smoke as well...I went towards where the
explosion came from and there were people coming out
looking very dazed and shocked.”
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BRUSSELS: A picture released by the Belgian federal police shows a screen grab of the airport CCTV camera
showing three suspects of yesterday’s attacks at Brussels Airport. — AFP 

By Nawara Fatahova

KUWAIT: Over 3000 workers from different oil com-
panies gathered at the Oil and Petrochemical
Industries Workers proposal yesterday to protest
against the proposed decisions to remove some of
their benefits. The President of the Oil and
Petrochemical Industries Workers Confederation Seif
Al-Qahtani said that all the unions and workers are
united - as they reject any form of cuts. “We’re not
creating problems; we are just defending our rights,”
he said. 

“Oil labor unions have the same demands. We are
against the Strategic Alternative which is - death to
the oil sector. Also we are also against privatizing
the oil sector which will put us under the power of
private sector and the businessmen,” he added.
Salah Al-Marzouq, Chairman of the KOC Labor Union
said that the oil crisis is caused by wrong policies
and bad management. “The salaries of the oil sector
employees is already included in the cost of oil bar-
rel - and is not included in the fifth section of the
national budget (salaries) - so it’s not part of the
budget” he stressed. 
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Oil workers 
protest cuts


