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KUWAIT: Kuwait and Malaysia signed a trade agreement as
a step to boost bilateral ties at all levels, especially on the
trade front. The agreement was signed yesterday at the
Foreign Ministry’s headquarters by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and his Malaysian counterpart Dato Sri
Anifah Haji Aman.

The signing ceremony was attended by acting Deputy
Foreign Minister Ambassador Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for proto-
cols Ambassador Dhari Al-Ajran, Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Malaysia Saad Al-Asousi, Malaysia’s Ambassador to Kuwait
Ahmad Dato Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani, and senior officials
at the Ministry. The two ministers held talks earlier which

focused on boosting bilateral ties at all levels. and touched
on the recent regional and international developments.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yester-
day Sheikh Sabah Khaled, accompanied by Malaysian
Foreign Minister Aman and his accompanying delegation
on the occasion of his visit to the country. His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem also received the visiting Malaysian minister.

Lebanese officials
In other news, His Highness the Amir received Head of

the Lebanese Socialist Progressive Party MP Walid

Jumblatt, and Lebanese Health Minister Wael Abu Faour on
the occasion of their visit to the country. His Highness the
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled separately met with the Lebanese officials as well.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received newly-
appointed officials at the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr Yousif Al-
Ali introduced the new Assistant Undersecretary of Legal
Affairs Dr Mohammad Meshabib Al-Jalal Al-Siheli and
Assistant Undersecretary of Trade Monitoring and
Consumer Protection Affairs Eid Khlaif Al-Rashidi. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister also
received the newly-appointed officials. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with Malaysian Foreign Minister Dato Sri Anifah Haji Aman. — Amiri
Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
with Head of the Lebanese Socialist Progressive Party MP Walid Jumblatt.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and his Malaysian counterpart Dato Sri Anifah Haji
Aman sign a trade agreement between the two countries.
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National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
meets with Malaysian Foreign Minister Dato Sri
Anifah Haji Aman.

Malaysian FM praises
Malaysia-Kuwait ties

KUWAIT: Ines Maria Chapman Waugh,
President of the National Institute of
Hydraulic Resources (INRH) arrived to
Kuwait to complete a working visit at the
invitation of Abdulwahab Al-Bader, Director
General of the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development.

The delegation was received at Kuwait
International Airport by Cuban Ambassador
Andres Gonzalez Garrido and Abdullah Al-
Mesaibih, Director of Latin America of the
Kuwaiti Fund.

The Cuban delegation includes Antonio
Rodriguez Rodriguez, Vice-president  of
INRH, Javier Toledo Tapanes, INRH delegate
in Havana, Lazaro Pena Amat, Director of

Operations of Banco Exterior de Cuba and
Rosell Guerra Campana, Director of
Renewable Energy of the Ministry of Energy
and Mines.

The visit will last until March 26. During
her stay, President of INRH will be received
by Ahmad Al-Jassar, Minister of Electricity
and Water of Kuwait, will hold talks with
Abdulwahab Al-Bader, Director General of
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development as well as several technical
meetings. The Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development, maintains an
important cooperation with Cuba in reha-
bilitation of networks in the capital,
Santiago de Cuba and Holguin.

Institute of Hydraulic
Resources President
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DOHA: Yemen is delighted at Kuwait’s agree-
ment to host Yemeni peace talks especially
since Kuwait had hosted such talks success-
fully in the past, Yemeni Foreign Minister
Abdel-Malek Al-Mekhlafi said yesterday.

Holding the peace talks in Kuwait is
incumbent on a clearly stated position by the
rebels regarding the talks, which so far has
not been forthcoming, he told KUNA in an
exclusive interview. However, he said that
position could be stated within the next two
days, probably through the UN representative
to Yemen Ismail Weld Sheikh Ahmad.

On the current situation in Yemen, he said
the Saudi-led military coalition launching
Operation Decisive Storm about one year ago
has resulted in the country experiencing bet-
ter conditions, since no less than 75 percent
of Yemeni territory has been wrenched away
from rebel hands.

He thanked Kuwaiti humanitarian and
relief aid, both governmental and NGO-spon-
sored, especially the Kuwaiti government’s

donation of $100 million to the Yemeni peo-
ple. He affirmed his country’s commitment to
seeking a lasting peace to spare the Yemeni
people the woes of conflict and war.

Kuwait’s deputy foreign minister Khaled
Al-Jarallah had stated on March 16 Kuwait’s
readiness to host the Yemeni peace talks, say-
ing that the recent visit to Kuwait by the
Yemeni President Abd Rabu Mansour Hadi
was important and fell within the parameters
of Kuwait’s support for a legitimate govern-
ment in Yemen.

Jarallah also noted the visit to Kuwait
recently by the UN representative to Yemen
who discussed peace prospects in Yemen
with Kuwaiti officials. Yemeni Foreign Minister
Abdel-Malek Al-Mekhlafi is currently visiting
Qatar to take part in Al-Jazeera Forum on
regional issues, which started Yesterday and
at which the minister delivered a speech not-
ing that the Arab coalition helping Yemen has
succeeded in confronting Iran and its expan-
sionist policy in the region. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia
Dato Sri Anifah Aman yesterday praised the lev-
el of bilateral cooperation between his country
and Kuwait, expressing hope for further
enhancement of such ties.

In an exclusive interview with Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA), Aman said he was delighted to
be making his first official visit to Kuwait on 21-
23 March at the invitation of First Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. “Kuwait has always
held a special affinity to me and I am glad to be
back.  This visit is my third here in as many
years. I made working visits to Kuwait on 27-29
May 2015 and 24-25 August 2014.”

He added that “the arrangements and hospi-
tality accorded to me and my delegation dur-
ing this visit, and previous visits, have all been
wonderful and I hope Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
will allow me to return the favor when he
makes his long overdue official visit to Malaysia
in the near future.”

He added that his visit aimed at further
strengthening the close bonds of friendship
and cooperation between Malaysia and Kuwait
in all fields, particularly that this visit is very
important for bilateral trade relations “because
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and I signed a trade
agreement between Malaysia and Kuwait earli-
er yesterday.

“The Trade Agreement will be of immense
benefit to the further enhancement of trade
exchanges and cooperation between both
countries,” he noted. 

He pointed out that he had the honor to
have an audience with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at
Bayan Palace and paid courtesy calls on His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Speaker of
the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem at
the National Assembly. 

“I had fruitful discussions with First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on
Malaysia-Kuwait bilateral relations during our
bilateral meeting.”

Aman went on to say that during his
exchanges with the Kuwaiti leaders, they took
stock of the excellent state of relations between
Malaysia and Kuwait as they also discussed
ways and means to further strengthen the
scope and substance of cooperation in various
bilateral, regional and multilateral fields such as
trade, investment, oil, energy, education,
tourism and capacity building. “I am confident
that these talks will be translated into concrete
outcomes for the mutual benefit of our two
brotherly countries in the near future”, he
added.

Close relations
The Malaysian official pointed out that

Malaysia enjoys close relations with Kuwait in
various fields including trade, investment,
Islamic finance, education, tourism, technical
assistance and capacity building.

Nevertheless, much more can be done by
both sides to capitalize on the vast potential for
further cooperation in various fields for mutual
benefit, he said. He added that Malaysia was
the first Southeast Asian country to establish its
Embassy in Kuwait in 1974. Kuwait subsequent-
ly opened its Embassy in Kuala Lumpur in 1980.

At the regional and international level,
Malaysia and Kuwait continue to cooperate
closely and share common positions at various
multilateral forums including the United
Nations (UN) and the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), he clarified.

Aman went on to say that Malaysia and
Kuwait have signed several agreements in vari-
ous fields such as Air Transportation; Avoidance
of Double Taxation; and Economic and
Technical Cooperation. “As mentioned earlier,
we have now added the important Trade

Agreement to this list earlier yesterday.”
He added that the agreements and memo-

randa of understanding help to provide the
frameworks to enhance cooperation between
Malaysia and Kuwait. On the horizon, there are
a number of pending agreements that both
sides are looking to finalize and sign in the near
future including in higher education, youth and
sports cooperation.

“Despite the close relations between
Malaysia and Kuwait, exchanges of high level
visits could be more frequent. I am hopeful that
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah will soon
embark on his first official visit to Malaysia in
the near future. There were plans for him to visit
Malaysia over the past few years, but because
of various developments, it unfortunately did
not materialize,” he said.

Trade partner
Asked about the level of trade cooperation

between the two sides, Aman said Kuwait is an
important trade partner for Malaysia in the GCC
region as the total bilateral trade in 2015
amounted to $1.02 billion, which is a decrease
of 42.9 percent from $1.78 billion in 2014.

Palm oil, wood products, machinery appli-
ances, LNG and processed food are the main
exports of Malaysia to Kuwait, while major
imports from Kuwait to Malaysia are petroleum
products, crude petroleum and chemical prod-
ucts, he noted. “The Malaysia-Kuwait Trade
Agreement, signed earlier yesterday, will act as
a catalyst for the further enhancement of bilat-
eral trade relations,” he stressed. 

In a positive development for bilateral com-
mercial ties, the Malaysia-Kuwait Business
Council (Malaysian Chapter) was established
on 17 February 2015. The MKBC made its inau-
gural visit to Kuwait on 31 October-3
November 2015, Aman added. The visit has set
the MKBC in good stead for its business
prospects in Kuwait.

On investment, there remains substantial
room and opportunities for Malaysian invest-
ments in Kuwait, and vice versa. Malaysian
companies do not have substantial investments
in Kuwait, he said. “However, I am pleased to
share with you that two major Malaysian power
companies are involved in the Kuwaiti power
and water sectors. 

TNB REMACO (a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Malaysian utilities company Tenaga Nasional
Berhad), jointly with Kharafi National are oper-
ating and maintaining the Shuaiba North Co-
Generation (Power  Distillation) Plant. TNB
REMACO, also jointly with Kharafi National are
operating and maintaining the Sabiya Power
Generation (Open Cycle Gas Turbine) and Water
Distillation Plant, he noted.

Aman noted that another Malaysian compa-
ny, Teknik Janakuasa Sdn. Bhd.  (TJSB), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Malakoff is contracted by
Alghanim International to operate and manage
the Az Zour Gas Turbine Emergency Power
Plant. Kuwait investments in Malaysia include
those by Kuwait Finance House (Malaysia) Bhd,
Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration
Company (KUFPEC), Kuwait Reinsurance

Company, Kuwait Real Estate Investment
Consortium KS, Alafco Aviation Lease and
Finance Co. and Agility Logistics. “Our doors are
always open for Kuwaiti companies to expand
their investments in Malaysia,” he said.

He pointed out that “education is an area in
which we see vast potential for both countries.
We have Malaysian students studying at the
Islamic Institute and Kuwait University.
Likewise, there are Kuwaiti students in
Malaysia’s universities, especially at the post-
graduate level. However, the number is very
small, which I believe can be increased.”

Fight against terrorism
Asked about his assessment of the Saudi-led

coalition against Terrorism Aman said that con-
temporary developments have given rise to
extremism in various regions around the world.
The challenges posed by the Islamic State (IS)
and other terrorist groups pose serious security
challenges.

“Malaysia strongly condemns any act of ter-
rorism and violence including by the so-called
Islamic State or IS which have caused grave
injuries and losses to many innocent lives.
Malaysia considers their acts as unacceptable
and has tarnished the true image of Islam.

He said that Malaysia participated in the
joint military exercise named “North Thunder”
organized by Saudi Arabia from 18 February to
10 March at King Khaled Military City in Hafar
Al-Baten, North-east Saudi Arabia. “Malaysia
believes that the joint exercise will serve the
core values of Malaysian Armed Forces in ensur-
ing the combat readiness of garrisoned or
deployable forces in multi-terrain as well as to
understand the High Availability Disaster
Recovery (HADR) procedures and methods of
evacuation from conflict zones.

“I wish to highlight that my Prime Minister of
Malaysia Dato’ Sri Najib Razak has introduced
the Global Movement of the Moderates (GMM)
which calls for countries to reject extremism
and support moderation.”

Hezbollah
Asked how his country perceives the GCC’s

recent decision to declare Hezbollah a terrorist
organization, Aman said that Malaysia respects
the decision made by GCC collectively among
its member countries. 

It has always been Malaysia’s position to
condemn all act of terrorism and fully commit-
ted and shares the concern of the international
community. There is an urgent need to acceler-
ate global efforts to combat terrorism, especial-
ly IS. Malaysia acknowledged Kuwait’s efforts to
fight terrorism as Kuwait is also a key partner of
Saudi Arabia-led military coalition aimed at
countering IS, he said.

“We can draw some similarities between
measures taken by the Kuwaiti Government
and Malaysian Government. Enacting new leg-
islations to counter the threats of terrorism is a
good example and we have sufficient legisla-
tions in counter terrorism. Our National Council
for Islamic Religious Affairs had issued “fatwa”
banning Malaysian Muslim from being involved
with IS”, he concluded. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health (MoH) held a lec-
ture yesterday dealing with women’s health, which
was sponsored and attended by His Highness the
Crown Prince’s wife Sheikha Sherifa Al-Jassem.
Head of the Endocrine Department at Al-Amiri
hospital Dr Nadia Al-Ali said that she is grateful to
His Highness the Crown Prince’s wife for taking
part in the lecture, which was put together by the
Endocrine Department.

Moreover, Ali pointed out that the lecture coin-

cided with the Mother’s Day, a testament to MoH’s
prioritization of women’s health. The lecture, which
was delivered by Ali, tackled common Endocrine
disorders experienced by women and ways to
remedy those disorders. A set of medical tools was
unveiled at the end of the lecture, where atten-
dees were subject to impromptu medical tests.
MoH routinely organizes health lectures as means
of generating awareness on how to treat some of
the most pervasive diseases. — KUNA
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