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Kuwaiti gets 17 years
for slandering Amir

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday
sentenced a citizen to 17 years prison
over state security charges of slandering
His Highness the Amir and two others to
10 years each for facilitating his escape
to Qatar. Notably, Qatar security authori-
t ies handed over the suspect upon a
Kuwaiti request and extradited him back
to Kuwait. The man reportedly made his
offensive remarks in video footage that
spread on social media.

FTZ verdict annulled
T h e  c o u r t  o f  c a s s a t i o n  y e s t e r d a y

annulled a previous verdict made by
the court of appeal in relation to the
Fr e e  Tr a d e  Z o n e  ( F T Z )  a n d ,  t h u s ,
approved cancelling the FTZ contract
with the National Real Estate Company
(NREC ).  Notably,  the cassation cour t
had previously suspended the appeal
cour t ’s  verdict cancell ing the former
minister of commerce, Falah Al-Hajri’s
decision to terminate FTZ’s  contract
with the company. 

Built  in 1999 on 1.5 mill ion square
meters of land in the western part of the
Shuwaik h Por t ,  the FTZ has  been
embroiled for years in a legal dispute
between the government and NREC,
which had been granted a l icense to
develop and manage it .  In December
2010, inspection teams from the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry implemented
an order to shut down restaurants and

other commercial establishments in the
area, which also houses warehouses with
storage facilities, exhibition grounds,
banks, courier companies, and insurance
companies. 

Weather: Windy and warm
Metrology expert Essa Ramadan yes-

terday said that the weather would be
stable with north westerly wind of mod-
erate speed until Friday. He also noted
that expected temperatures would vary
between 24 and 30 degrees centigrade.
Further, Ramadan explained that this
pre-Sarrayyat (the name of a local type of
wind) period is usually full of active dusty
wind and unstable weather until mid-
April.

Spring camping extension appeal
Municipal Council member and head

of Farwaniya committee, Nayef Al-Sour
yesterday appealed to the Minister of
Communications and Minister of State
for Municipality Affairs, Essa Al-Kandari
to allow extending the spring camping
season for a month to annually end on
May 1st instead of April 1st.  Al-Sour jus-
tified his appeal by the fact that temper-
atures were not expected to consider-
ably rise in that period and said that citi-
zens would sti l l  want to go camping
even after the season ends by municipal-
ity orders. “Camping has become a habit
for citizens as well as a breather where
they  meet  and chat  in  outdoor
diwaniyas,” he said. 

Traffic lights and congestion
Municipal Council member and the

head of Hawalli committee, Yousif Al-
Ghareeb suggested removing the traffic
l ight  between Andalus,  Ardhiya and
Firdous along Sheikh Zayed Highway with
a bridge to  lessen traffic congestions
there. Ghareeb added that motorists driv-
ing in and out of the three surrounding
and densely populated residential areas
had been caught up in traffic congestions
at that point on daily basis. “In addition,
there is a wedding hall near that point
and this make traffic even worse whenev-
er a ceremony was held there”, he added
noting that so many accidents also hap-
pen in that point during rush hours.   

Mutla violations
General coordinator of the south Mutla

City Khaled Al-Enezi yesterday urged EPA
and the municipality to act immediately
to remove violations in the form of ranch-
es, barns and camps pitched in the area
al located to be used by the housing
authority to build the city. Al-Enezi added
that building the city infrastructure was
scheduled to commence within two
months after opening the first tender’s
bidding offers on April 3rd. “The munici-
pality has not yet warned the violators
and such leniency in law-enforcement
means repeating what happened in West
Abdullah Al-Mubarak where the construc-
tion company still suffers from the rem-
nants of those ranches and barns ti l l
today,” he explained.   

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications company
in Kuwait, organized a special celebration of Mother’s Day
at the Avenues, where it invited its customers and their
families to have a memorable experience on this heart-
warming occasion under the theme “My Mother... My
Wonderful World.” 

Every year, Zain celebrates this heartwarming occasion
in its own way, as this celebration comes from the compa-
ny’s core belief in appreciating the great role of mother-
hood. Zain is committed to the community as a whole, and
its contribution with this event resembles its utmost will to
share people’s joys on important occasions, especially such
occasions that reflect one of the company’s core values;
Heart.

Through its dedicated booth at Grand Avenue, Zain
offered mall visitors from children and families the oppor-
tunity to express love to their mothers by writing messages
and coloring on a large drawing canvas, allowing them to
express their love and feelings to their mothers in their
own unique ways. 

Zain also took the opportunity to celebrate this occa-
sion with its own human resources, where it distributed
special-themed gifts to its employees for them to give their
mothers and share the heartwarming feelings of this occa-
sion with them.  

As a leading telecommunications company, Zain is
socially dedicated to celebrate and take part in important
celebrations as part of the company’s corporate social
responsibility strategy. This way, Zain continues to high-
light its commitment to sharing special occasions with the
people of Kuwait. 

Zain celebrates 
Mother’s Day at Avenues

Burgan Bank launches
‘ENGAGE’ community

campaign
KUWAIT: In pursuit of its utmost commitment to the
community and the nation it operates in, Burgan Bank
formally announced yesterday the launch of its full-
f ledged community campaign entit led ‘ENGAGE’ -

Together to be the change.
The campaign is designed
to reach out to the wider
communities by partnering
with governmental entities
and organizat ions,  in  an
effort to ultimately focus on
all segments of the society
that would require the pri-
vate sector’s diversified sup-
port.

Af ter  an in- depth
research, the bank success-
ful ly  refurbished i ts
Corporate Social
Responsibi l i ty  Strategy

which now intends to advance not only to a few, but to
all segments in Kuwait that require specific aid and sup-
port from the bank. 

The recent announcement reaffirms Burgan Bank’s
ongoing dedication to serve and uplift the welfare of
the entire society, through sponsorships, facilitation of
necessities, and nationwide programs that create aware-
ness of a specific topic. The renewed campaign will also
shed light on important aspects surrounding the youth,
people with special needs, cultural, social, the less
advantaged, those with life threatening illnesses, and
many more through substantial  contributions for
improved living and ground level engagement. 

Commenting on the launch of  the ‘ENGAGE’
Corporate Social Responsibility campaign, Fahad Al-
Reshaid Marketing Communication Unit Head at  Burgan
Bank  - said: “Empowering the community at large has
always been Burgan Bank’s core social responsibility
focus. ENGAGE’s key principle reflects the bank’s com-
mitment to the development of the Kuwaiti society and
its various needs, through corporate volunteering and
ensuring viability through sustainability. At Burgan
Bank, we believe in the act of giving and positive contri-
butions to ensure the overall wellbeing of the society.”

Reshaid added: “The ENGAGE campaign is expected
to initiate several programs in collaboration with differ-
ent segments while creating a successful interdepend-
ence with relevant organizations this year. We look for-
ward to integrating our newly developed campaign in
the hopes that will it change people’s lives and help
raise awareness to build a stronger social fabric in
Kuwait.”

Burgan Bank ’s  approach to Corporate Social
Responsibility begins with a vital principle that as a
Kuwaiti financial institution, its conduct and policies
should be aligned with the needs and interests of the

Fahad Al-Reshaid


