
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry’s anti-
money laundering and terrorism funding department urged
real estate bodies, including the real estate union, real estate
brokers’ union and real estate assessors, to contact it as soon
as possible to make their suggestions prior to issuing a min-
isterial decision soon on fighting suspicious real estate
transactions. 

The letter that the ministry sent read as follows: “With ref-
erence to law number 106/2013 pertaining with fighting
money laundering and terrorism funding, and with refer-
ence to ministerial decision number 37/2013 on issuing the
executive chart of the money laundering and terrorism
funding law, we would like to inform you that the ministry
was in the process of preparing a ministerial decision in this
regard.” 

The sources added that the anticipated decision would
re-organize and regulate the professions of real estate bro-
kers, offices, agencies and companies according to the
aforementioned law. The sources also noted that the deci-
sion would also set new strict measures to track down any
of the incriminated suspicious transactions as well as regu-
late local real estate markets by monitoring local transac-
tions and real estate exhibitions held in Kuwait. Further, the
sources noted that ministry urged the addressed bodies to
respond within a week and to set an appointment for an
urgent meeting to be held as soon as possible. 

Inspection
Meanwhile, banking and financial sources said that

auditing bodies were currently conducting wide scale audit-
ing and inspection on financial and brokerage companies,
funds, portfolios and banks, to verify their commitment to
anti-money laundering policies at all their units and branch-
es. The sources added that according to instructions of the
Capital Markets Authority (CMA), anti-money laundering
measures also apply for the branches of those companies or
banks abroad. Further, the sources pointed that inspections
might also include the policies of the fees collected for
those companies’ services by limiting the maximum non-
refundable cash fees to be collected to KD 100, to be paid
directly by the client or by his/her legal representative. 

The source added that the ban would include brokerage
companies that sued to accept settlement differences of
over KD 1,000 in cash. “This measure will be replaced by
deduction from the client’s account,” explained the sources,
noting that Kuwaiti companies subject to those new meas-
ures would have to be very cautious on dealing with compa-
nies registered outside Kuwait and verify clients’ identity to
prevent manipulators infiltration.  Moreover, the sources
said that CMA goes beyond those measures by mandating
licensed companies to check and verify the true identity of a
foreign body or company before carrying on with acquisi-
tion plans. — Al-Rai, Al-Jarida
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Crime
R e p o r t

Child negligence

A citizen filed a negligence complaint against his ex-
wife for ignoring her duties of taking care of his son
who is in her custody, according to his statements. He
complained that the child got hurt while riding a bike.
The complaint was filed at Ali Sabah Al-Salem (Um Al-
Haiman) police station.

Man questioned over
money laundry suspicions

KUWAIT: Investigations are ongoing in a suspected mon-
ey laundry case in which a diplomat could be involved. A
citizen had reported to police that he received phone calls
from people who asked if they could transfer funds to his
bank account, and claimed that they were money launder-
ers. One of the callers told the citizen that they received
backing from a diplomat working in Kuwait, according to
his statements. Based on the investigations, police sum-
moned a French national of African origins on suspicions
that he was one of the persons who contacted the com-
plainants. 

Complaint against SMS harasser

A citizen in her forties filed a complaint in Qairawan
area police station against a man sending her harass-
ment over text messages. 

Swindler caught

Abu Halaifa detectives arrested a man who swindled a
large number of expats, mostly Egyptians. Not only did the
man steal his victims’ belongings, but he also made sure to
get his commission in advance. A security source said
nearly 20 Egyptian nationals filed complaints against an
expatriate man who offered his services to deliver goods
to their homes in Egypt. The complainants realized they
were scammed when the man disappeared after receiving
the goods. Detectives were able to identify and arrest the
suspect, who was sent to the proper authorities for further
action.

Drug smuggler caught at border

Nuwaiseeb border outlet customs officers foiled an
attempt to smuggle 200 illicit tablets from a Gulf country.
A customs source said the man had hidden the tablets in
his clothes. He was sent to concerned authorities. — Al-
Rai, Al-Anbaa
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By Talal Al-Arab

Aparliament member proudly announced that
he helped send 1,100 patients or malingerers,
no difference, for treatment abroad, and of

course not on his expense, but at the expense of
Kuwait’s budget. He said the government gave jobs
to more than 93 employees and promoted several
persons close to him to higher posts, overstepping
the rights of other employees who are waiting for
their turn.

This is a statement by one person who became
excited in front of the camera and microphone and
exposed himself and the government, if his state-
ment was true. He exposed himself, because if it was
not for the government’s support, he would not suc-
ceed in the elections. He exposed the government
because it bought his loyalty, and of course everyone
knows that buying loyalties has several forms; it hap-
pens by giving government lands as gifts in the form
of farms and chalets, or maybe deals and projects,
each up to his status and importance. All that is giv-
en from the country’s funds and lands, and at the
expense of the ordinary citizen’s rights.

If one member of parliament received this huge
number of government gifts, then what about those
who still keep their special ties with the esteemed
Kuwait government in secret?

The statement came at this time, that is at the
time when the government says it wants to rational-
ize spending, and rescue whatever can be rescued
from the country’s budget, from which billions of
dinars were squandered over nothing. They were dis-
tributed between buying loyalties, profiteering and
embezzlements.

Citizens see what’s going on and hear what is
being said around him, leaving him confused as who
he should believe? Does he believe the meetings
and contradicting statements between ministers on
daily basis? One minister speaks optimistically while
another speaks with a pessimistic tune. One speaks
about rationalization that includes the government,
the assembly and the citizen while another denies
and says the country is in good shape and there will
not be any rationalization or anything else!

In a special session, and not to reveal much of
what is under the lid, some lawmakers became angry
at the government for what its MP had revealed to
them. Their anger was not out of condemnation to
the government, but rather because it gave him
more than it gave them, and this embarrassed them
in front of their voters. Some MPs threatened to
reveal the secrets, and that means that there are
many files that can be opened if the government
does not treat them equally with that MP. That
means sending 1,100 for treatment abroad and hir-
ing 93 people for each MP. As for the rest of the citi-
zens who really need treatment abroad, and the
youth who are waiting in line for employment and
housing; you have nothing, and who does not like it
can migrate! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Nermin Al-Houti

Wishes change each time according to chang-
ing conditions, be it political, economic, social
and psychological. Today, our wishes include

many of the aspects we mentioned above, as one day
we find our wish goes towards politics, or towards the
society on another. And from here and there, we write
our wishes, perhaps our officials would look into and
fulfill them for the sake of citizens in the future:

* We recently heard about many people who are
arrested and deported for violating Kuwait’s laws. We
hope, that in the future, all those who violated Kuwait’s
security, are not allowed to return to it again, in order
to set an example for those who compromise Kuwait’s
security.

* We breathed a sigh of relief following the decision
of the state’s Attorney General to have part of each
governorate in Kuwait to look into, consider and rule in
family cases according to certain laws. Furthermore, we
hope that a family court that rules by all personal sta-
tus laws is established.

* His Highness the Prime Minister said recently that
the future will be bright for the Kuwaiti people, and

punishment will be implemented on every corrupt per-
son. Here I would like to tell His Highness that the
Kuwaiti society’s wish for him is to look seriously into
what the State Audit Bureau finds out in the form of
grave violations as well as financial, scientific and prac-
tical crimes committed by some officials. But regretful-
ly, no one has ever been punished. So, we hope that His
Highness the Prime Minister starts where the State
Audit Bureau has left off, so the dream can become
true.

* We hope to have a comprehensive medical hospi-
tal for all diseases in every governorate. We hope the
dream becomes a reality when we have a university in
every governorate. Our dreams stop and remain shack-
led when we see our children receiving their education
in run-down buildings. Our wishes are losing much of
culture because those who dream do not know the
meaning of reading.

* When will the sun of wishes shine and we see a
theater in each governorate? We wish to live in reality.
In conclusion: It is time we see our wishes become true. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times 

We wish....

Kuwaiti
Football

Buying loyalties
in the open

Urgent measures to fight money
laundering in real estate 

Hezbollah
sympathizers to
be prosecuted

KUWAIT: Authorities are monitoring people in
Kuwait suspected to be supporting or are sympa-
thizers with Hezbollah, particularly Lebanese,
Syrian, Iraqi and Kuwaiti nationals also. According
to security sources, suspected citizens are catego-
rized into two categories: the first includes known
supporters who have not yet shown support to the
group. Those people will remain under surveillance,
the sources said. The second category includes
people who express support publicly through
social media or gatherings either inside or outside
Kuwait. “The electronic surveillance unit at State
Security Service continues monitoring potential
suspects” since the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
branded Hezbollah as a terrorist group, the sources
said. — Al-Rai

School certificates
forgery 

investigation
underway

KUWAIT: The Public Prosecution is investigating three
cases related to forging high school certificates, in
which 120 persons including officer cadets, lawyers
and a doctor who works for ministry of health, are
involved, reported Al-Qabas Arabic newspaper. 

Quoting unnamed sources, the newspaper report-
ed that the accused graduated a long time ago with
certificates the prosecution believes have been
forged. They think the accused studied abroad and
then returned to Kuwait, then took up jobs in govern-
ment ministries and the private sector using the
forged certificates. 

The source said the reason for the delay in sending
their cases to court is due to a delay in correspon-
dence between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, where the
certificates are being queried against authentication
sources. 

The source said that if the suspects are convicted
of utilizing forged certificates, they will be required to
repay all their salaries they received from the state,
and much more in fines as punishment according to
the law, in addition to a jail sentence to be deter-
mined by the judge. — Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has
participated, in cooperation with Kuwait
Diving Team, in a beach cleaning campaign
with the participation of Ministry of
Education schools. This participation comes
as part of KFH efforts to spread environmen-
tal awareness, encourage voluntary work and
preserve natural components of environ-
ment. Also it aims to reiterate the distin-
guished social role which KFH plays in several
fields and at various levels to achieve pros-
perity, growth and progress for society. 

Kuwait Diving Team has praised, in the
campaign closing ceremony, the strategic
partnership established with KFH, thus reiter-
ating that KFH efforts were clear and tangible

and have social and cultural dimensions. The
campaign success reinforces and confirms
the success of this highly reputed Islamic
financial institution in adopting a highly
sophisticated method in performing its social
responsibilities through participating in soci-

ety’s vital issues, namely environment pro-
tection and keeping beaches clean without
any pollutants or waste. These efforts come
to preserve marine life and protect and quali-
fy beaches which are considered as a symbol
of civilized society.

KFH participates in
beach cleaning campaign   

KUWAIT: In line with its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) strategy, Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) recently announced that it will be
sponsoring the 4th Annual Ideal Mother Award
for Special Needs, organized by Al-Kharafi
Activity Kids Center. The awards ceremony is
scheduled to take place on 11th April, 2016 at
The Regency Hotel. A total of 15 mothers from
across the GCC will be honored this year.

The 4th Annual Ideal Mother Award for
Special Needs is held to recognize mothers of
children with special needs and honor their
hard work and perseverance to make a true dif-
ference in the lives of their children. 

A press conference was held at the Al-Kharafi
Activity Kids Center in West Mishref on 14th
March, to officially announce the 4th round of
awards and to thank the organizers and spon-
sors for their support. Representing the Bank at
the press conference was Ali Al-Baghli, Manager
- Corporate Communications at ABK.

ABK has made ‘Special Needs’ its primary
CSR focus for 2016. It concentrates its efforts on
raising further awareness of this segment
among the general public by supporting differ-
ent related initiatives that allow individuals
with disabilities to engage and socialize within
the community.

ABK sponsors Ideal Mother
Award for Special Needs

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Social Affairs and
Labor (MSAL) suspended the issuance of
licenses to establish nurseries until this task
is shifted to the Ministry of Education (MOE)
in the near future, said sources at MSAL’s
women and children department. Kuwait

already has 340 licensed nurseries, the
sources said, in addition to 50 more applica-
tions on the licenses’ waiting lists. “The sec-
tor will be officially subjected to MOE within
90 days when it has finished the needed for-
malities,” explained the sources. — Al-Jarida

Nursery licenses suspended 


