
Washington expressed its worries last week, with White
House spokesman Josh Earnest saying the conflict “has
caught too many innocent civilians in the crossfire”. The
coalition has said major operations are soon set to wind
down and denied any intentional targeting of civilians. The
coalition’s spokesman, Brigadier General Ahmed Al-Assiri
said last week that an independent panel had been formed
to investigate civilian deaths in the conflict. A strike earlier
this month on a market in northern Yemen that according
to the United Nations killed 119 people, including 106 civil-
ians, has amplified concerns.

Rights groups have accused the coalition of carrying
out indiscriminate bombings, including through the use of
cluster bombs. Amnesty said it had documented at least 32
air strikes by the coalition “that appear to have violated
international humanitarian law” and killed 361 civilians.
HRW said it had documented at least 36 “unlawful
airstrikes” that killed at least 550 civilians, including on
schools, hospitals and homes “with no evidence they were
being used for military purposes”. “How many more air
strikes need to wreak havoc on civilians before countries
supplying aircraft and bombs to the coalition pull the
plug?” Bolopion said. — AFP 
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DUBAI: Top rights groups yesterday urged the United
States and other nations to stop selling arms to Saudi
Arabia after it was accused of killing hundreds of civilians
in its year-long air war in Yemen. Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch called on Washington, London
and Paris to stop weapons deliveries to Riyadh, which is
leading a mainly Sunni Arab coalition that launched air
strikes against Iran-backed rebels in Yemen on March 26
last year.

The UN human rights chief said last week that more
than 3,200 civilians had been killed in the last year, with the
vast majority of those deaths caused by coalition strikes.
London-based Amnesty called on Washington and London
to “halt all transfers of arms for use in the Yemen conflict.”
“Saudi Arabia’s international partners have added fuel to
the fire, flooding the region with arms despite the mount-
ing evidence that such weaponry has facilitated appalling
crimes,” James Lynch, Amnesty International’s regional
deputy director, said in a statement. HRW also urged the
United States, Britain and France to suspend all weapons
sales until Saudi Arabia curtails its air strikes.

“For the past year, governments that arm Saudi Arabia
have rejected or downplayed compelling evidence that the
coalition’s air strikes have killed hundreds of civilians,” New
York-based HRW’s deputy global advocacy director,
Philippe Bolopion, said in a statement. “By continuing to
sell weapons to a known violator that has done little to cur-
tail its abuses, the US, UK and France risk being complicit in
unlawful civilian deaths,” he said. Saudi Arabia is the world’s
second-largest arms importer, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute, and the United
States and Britain are its main suppliers.

‘Schools, hospitals, homes’ hit
Riyadh launched the intervention in Yemen last year

after Shiite Huthi rebels seized control of large parts of the
country, including the capital Sanaa, and forced the gov-
ernment into exile. Loyalist forces backed by coalition
strikes and ground troops have since retaken much of the
south but have failed to dislodge the rebels from other
areas including Sanaa. Efforts to organize peace talks have
so far made little headway and concerns have been grow-
ing as the number of civilian casualties mounts. 
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TAEZ: Yemeni tribesmen from the Popular Resistance Committees - supporting forces loyal to Yemen’s Saudi-
backed President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, hold a position during clashes with Shiite Houthi rebels west of the
city of Taez. Since March 19, fighting has raged on the outskirts of third city Taez as rebels try to retake positions
lost in recent weeks to loyalists, military sources said. — AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi security forces have arrested a Shiite
preacher in the east of the kingdom, charging that he
“glorified” Lebanon’s Iran-backed militant group
Hezbollah online, a newspaper reported yesterday.
Hussein Al-Radi was detained after Gulf Arab states
declared Hezbollah a “terrorist” group earlier this
month and brought in tough new measures against
anyone supporting it. The Al-Watan daily reported
that security forces arrested Radi, of the Al-Ahsa oasis
region of Eastern Province. “This is after he glorified
the terrorist group Hezbollah and insulted the king-
dom in a video clip that has been shared” online, the
report said.

Radi “also broke previous pledges he had made
after defending the terrorist Nimr Al-Nimr following
his execution,” it added. Nimr, another Shiite cleric
from Eastern Province, was a driving force behind
protests that began in 2011 among the Shiite minority
in Sunni-majority Saudi Arabia, who complain of mar-
ginalization. He and three other Shiites were in a
group of 47 people executed on January 2 for “terror-
ism.” The newspaper quoted a security source as say-
ing authorities had “met with patience” a number of
violations Radi had allegedly made. “But he continued
to incite the public, taking advantage of the mosque
platform to breach regulations.”

Iranian demonstrators stormed the Saudi embassy
in Tehran and a consulate following Nimr’s execution,
prompting Riyadh to cut diplomatic ties. Other Gulf
states have also taken measures against alleged
Hezbollah supporters since the terror blacklisting.
Bahrain announced it had deported several Lebanese
residents for alleged links to the group. A Kuwaiti
newspaper reported on Monday that authorities there
had taken similar action against 11 Lebanese and
three Iraqis. And the United Arab Emirates has report-
edly put seven people on trial for allegedly forming a
cell linked to Hezbollah. — AFP 
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Lebanese Shiite movement Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah 


