
TANDO MUHAMMAD KHAN: Pakistani family members mourn the death of a relative
who died after drinking tainted alcohol. — AFP
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DHAK A:  Unident i f ied attackers
hacked a Christian convert to death
in northern Bangladesh yesterday,
amid growing attacks on religious
minorities by suspected Islamist mili-
tants in the Muslim-majority country.

Police said at least two attackers
stopped Hossain Ali while the 68-
year-old was taking his regular morn-
ing walk in the town of Kurigram and

then lunged at his neck with sharp
weapons. “He died on the spot. The
attackers exploded a molotov cock-
tail to create panic and left the scene
on a motorcycle,” Kurigram district
police chief Tobarak Ullah told AFP.

Ullah said Ali had converted to
Christianity from Islam in 1999 but
he was not sure whether the deadly
attack was carried out by Islamists or

if there was another motive. “He was
not a pastor or reputed Christian.
Also there were some disputes over
his family properties,” Ullah said.

Nobody has claimed responsibility
for the killing. But in recent months
militants claiming to be soldiers of
the Islamic State group have claimed
responsibility for a series of attacks
on converts and minorities including

Shiite,  Sufi  and Ahmadi Musl ims,
Christians and Hindus.

Last week the IS said it killed a
Shiite convert from Sunni Islam in
the southwestern town of Kaliganj. In
January an alleged Christian convert
was a lso murdered by the same
group.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government  denies  that  I s lamic

State has a presence in Bangladesh.
It blames the banned homegrown
mil i tant  group Jamayetul
Mujahideen Bangladesh for  the
upsurge in  deadly  v io lence.
Bangladesh has been plagued by
unrest in the last three years. Experts
say a long-running political crisis has
radicalised opponents of the gov-
ernment. — AFP

UNITED NATIONS/SEOUL: UN Security
Council  agreed on Monday to a Chinese
request to remove sanctions on four ships the
United Nations had blacklisted for ties to
Pyongyang’s arms trade. The agreement came
after China secured assurances the vessels
would not use North Korean crews, a US offi-
cial said.

China asked the United States on March 16
for help removing the ships from the UN black-
list, according to a diplomatic cable sent the
same day from the US permanent mission at
the United Nations to a group of other US
embassies.

The cable, reviewed by Reuters, showed
wrangling between top diplomats from the
United States and China over the tough new
North Korea sanctions, weeks after Washington
had presented a united front with Beijing,
Pyongyang’s main ally and trade partner.

The US mission at  the United Nations
declined to comment on the cable or make its
ambassador, Samantha Power, available for an
interview about the cable. The US Treasury
Department, which administers US economic
and financial sanctions, also declined to com-
ment.

The removal of the four ships was con-
firmed in a press release, which was seen by
Reuters and will soon be issued by the Security
Council, according to UN diplomats.

While Washington has been the driving
force behind the toughening international
sanctions regime, China conducts 90 percent
of the trade with North Korea and is the key to
enforcing them.

FOURTH NUCLEAR TEST
The ships were among 31 vessels sanctioned

by the 15-member council on March 2 because
they were l inked to Ocean Maritime
Management (OMM), a North Korean shipping
firm known to transport arms and other illicit
goods for the secretive state.

“We discovered that they are not OMM
ships,” Chinese UN  Ambassador Liu Jieyi told
Reuters on Monday. “The basis for the listing of
the ships is basically that they belong to OMM,
so if you make a mistake, then you correct the
mistake.”

US and other Western officials have said all
the original listings were carefully vetted before
the ships were added to the blacklist. That list
was appended to the sweeping Security
Council resolutions implemented on March 2,
following North Korea’s fourth nuclear test in
January.

The US official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the Security Council committee
on North Korea sanctions agreed to the request
after China secured written commitments the
four ships would no longer use North Korean
crews.

The four ships include the Jin Teng, a cargo
ship detained by the Philippines days after the
sanctions took effect.

“We’re pleased with the outcome,” said the
US official. “It achieved an impact, a real world
outcome.” He added it was a sign of a “produc-
tive working relationship with China” on North
Korea and that it was “gratifying to see such
instant real-world effects” of the UN sanctions
regime.

US FRUSTRATION
Liu had raised the issue of the four sanc-

tioned vessels last week in a meeting with
Power, his US counterpart, according to the
cable reviewed by Reuters.

Power approved the unclassified cable,
which went from the US mission at the UN to
American embassies in Manila, Tokyo and Seoul.
The cable pointed to American frustration with
what US officials characterized as China’s
attempts to hold up the routine renewal of a UN
panel of experts in return for de-listing the
ships. The panel is made up of a team of inter-
national experts who monitor and research
potential breaches of resolutions against North
Korea and recommend entities that could be
sanctioned.

Liu had asked Power’s help in removing the
ships from the list in an “easy, smooth and quick
way,”  to get the panel renewed, according to
the document ’s characterization of Liu’s
request. The easiest way, Liu said, “would be to
work quickly to get all these issues settled,”
according to the cable.

Power told Liu China’s linking of the issues
and attempts to hold up the renewal of the
panel was “not going over well in Washington,”
according to the cable, and asked China to let
the renewal go forward.

“You don’t need to blackmail us, Power said,
as we are indeed interested in operating in
good faith,” the cable says of Power’s conversa-
tion with Liu. Liu told Reuters on Monday he
expected the experts panel would be “renewed
according to the normal procedure in the
Security Council”. — Reuters
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ISLAMABAD: The leader of a breakaway
faction of the Taleban is leading his fight-
ers in Afghanistan, his deputy said yester-
day, contradicting three senior members
of the Islamist group and denying a
newspaper report that he had been
detained.

Three senior Taleban told Reuters that
Mullah Mohammad Rasoul, who leads a
faction that has rejected the authority of
the Islamist movement’s leader, Mullah
Mohammad Mansour, had been detained
two weeks ago in Baluchistan province
on the border between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Pakistan’s Express Tribune newspaper
said that Rasoul was being held by
Pakistani authorities.  Quoting two
unnamed Taleban leaders, the newspa-
per said Rasoul was held in Pakistan after
fleeing Afghanistan following heavy
fighting in recent months with militants
loyal to Mansour.

Rasoul’s deputy, Mullah Abdul Manan
Niazi, dismissed the report as “propagan-
da of our enemies” and two Pakistani
security officials also denied the report.
“Mullah Rasoul is in Afghanistan and lead-
ing his fighters,” Niazi said. But he added
that his group’s survival did not depend
on one leader. “Our resistance will not
stop with the arrest or killing of Mullah
Rasoul or any other leader,” Niazi said.

The mixed reports add a further twist
to the opaque nature of the leadership of
the Taleban, who control or threaten

more Afghan territory than at any time
since their hard-line government was
toppled in 2001. Rasoul is the biggest
rival to Mansour, who claimed the leader-
ship of the Taleban last year after news
emerged of founder Mullah Omar’s death
and who has been shoring up support
against rival factions.

His faction has firmly opposed joining
peace talks with the Afghan government
and accuses Mansour of covering up
Mullah Omar’s death and being under
the control of Pakistan.

One senior member of the faction loy-
al to Mullah Mansour said that Rasoul
had been in hiding in the western Afghan
city of Herat but had recently decided to
move to Pakistan, where many Taleban
leaders are believed to be living. Two sen-
ior Pakistani security officials denied
Rasoul was in Pakistani custody.

“Our last information is that he fled in
fighting in Afghanistan,” one of the offi-
cials said, requesting anonymity.
Alongside its recent battlefield successes,
the movement has been in turmoil since
last year when it was forced to admit that
Mullah Omar had died two years earlier.

Mansour was reported to have been
shot and wounded in a leadership dis-
pute last year and dozens of Taleban
fighters were killed in clashes between
the two factions in the southern Afghan
province of Zabul.  Taleban officials
denied reports last year of Mansour’s
injuries. — Reuters
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SEOUL: U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Daniel Russel, answers a reporter’s question after the
meeting with South Korean senior officials at the Foreign Ministry. — AP

BEIJING: Yesterday China said it has widened a
ban on ivory imports as it comes under pressure
to restrict a trade which sees thousands of
African elephants slaughtered every year.

Imports of all  ivory and ivory products
acquired before 1975 will be banned until the
end of the decade, the State Forestry
Administration said on its website. The measure
came into force on Sunday.

It also extended until the same date existing
bans on imports of African ivory carvings
acquired after 1975, and all ivory hunting tro-
phies. China is seen as the major source of
demand for African ivory, with prices for a kilo-
gram reaching as much as $1,100.

Conservationists estimate that more than
20,000 elephants were killed for their ivory last
year, with similar tolls in previous years. The
WWF campaign group says 470,000 of the ani-
mals remain. The Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) took effect in 1975. It banned the
ivory trade in 1989.

Like other countries, China permits the resale
of ivory bought before the 1989 ban-and also
has a stockpile purchased with CITES approval in
2008, which it releases for sale with certification.
Activists say the trade in legal ivory acts as a cov-
er for illegal imports and call for a complete ban
on sales.

The issue came up during President Xi
Jinping’s state visit to the US last year, when the
White House said in a statement that the two
countries “commit to enact nearly complete
bans on ivory import and export”.

The measures would include “significant and
timely” restrictions on hunting trophy imports
and steps to halt domestic commercial ivory
trade, the statement added. Beijing imposed a
temporary ban on imports of ivory carvings last
year, but campaigners described the move as
more symbolic than effective.

The Chinese territory of Hong Kong - a key

hub for the trade-said in January it would tight-
en restrictions on ivory imports and exports
including a ban on trade in hunting trophies,
but did not give a clear timescale. China’s newly
extended import bans do not outlaw its existing
domestic trade, and appear to potentially allow
imports of some raw ivory dating from after
1975.

The State Forestry Administration said
imports of ivory artifacts for “teaching and scien-
tific research, cultural exchange, public display

and law enforcement” purposes were not cov-
ered by the extended ban.

Experts say most illegal ivory is headed for
China, where it is seen as a status symbol. By
some estimates the country accounts for as
much as 70 percent of global demand.
Underlining the scale of the trade, state media
reported Monday that police in south China’s
Guangdong province seized about 450 kilo-
grams of smuggled ivory in a raid earlier this
month.  — AFP
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BEIJING: Carved ivory displayed to the media before being destroyed. — AFP

BEIJING: A North Korean consular
official in China has killed two people
in a car crash, China’s Foreign Ministry
said yesterday, reporting the accident
shortly after China came out in sup-
port of sanctions against its ally over
its nuclear program.

South Korea’s Yonhap news agency
earlier reported the North Korean offi-
cial was driving drunk, and the acci-
dent took place after he had left an
event celebrating North Korea’s launch
of a long-range rocket on Feb 7.

China’s Foreign Ministry did not
mention those details in a statement
to Reuters but said the official’s vehi-
cle hit a taxi in the city of Dandong,
near the North Korean border, early
on Feb 10, killing the driver and a pas-
senger.

The North Korean official had paid
compensation to the families of the
victims, the ministry added, in a rare
revelation of wrongdoing by an offi-
cial of an allied power. China is North
Korea’s sole major ally but China dis-
approves of its nuclear program. The
North conducted its fourth nuclear

test on Jan. 6 and a month later
launched what it said was a space
rocket. The United States and other
critics said the launch was cover for its
development of ballistic missile tech-
nology that could be used to deliver a
nuclear weapon.

The UN Security Council unani-
mously agreed this month to harsh
new sanctions, drafted by the United
States and China, on North Korea to
starve it  of money for its nuclear
weapons program. US State
Department officials have expressed
optimism that the sanctions may be
more effective than earlier attempts
to curtail North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram, pointing to China’s apparent
willingness to support them.

Officials at North Korea’s embassy in
Beijing could not be reached for com-
ment. Crime committed by North
Koreans in China has frequently
sparked public outrage in China, par-
ticularly after a string of murders
apparently carried out by deserters
from the North Korean army in villages
near the border last year. — Reuters
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KARACHI: At least 15 people including two
women died in a southern Pakistani town
after drinking tainted liquor, with dozens
more sickened, police said yesterday.

The incident is the latest to highlight the
proliferation of low-grade liquor in the
Islamic country, which officially bars Muslims
from drinking. The poisonings occurred on
Monday evening in the town of Tando
Muhammad Khan, some 250 kilometers
northeast of Karachi.

“So far we have reports of 15 deaths
including two women,” Nasim Ara Panwar, the
town’s senior police officer told AFP. Most of
the victims were minority Hindus, she added.
A second police official who requested
anonymity because he was not authorized to
speak to the media confirmed the incident
and toll.  “Thirty-seven people were brought
to hospitals, of whom 15 died, 11 were dis-
charged and 11 others are still being treated,”
he said.

Panwar added police had made four
arrests in relation to the incident but were
chasing a key suspect who remained at large.
“We have confiscated 65,000 liters of liquor
only two days ago but their production is
very high,” she said.

Gayan Chand Israni, the minister in charge
of excise and taxation, which regulates alco-
hol, said an inquiry was underway and sever-
al officials had been suspended for negli-
gence. Though legal breweries exist in
Pakistan, the sale of alcohol and consump-
tion is prohibited for Muslims and tightly reg-
ulated for minorities and foreigners.

While wealthy Pakistanis buy bootlegged
foreign alcohol at heavily inflated prices, the
poor often resort to home-brews that can
contain methanol, commonly used in anti-
freeze and fuel. In October 2014 at least 29
drinkers were killed after consuming
methanol-tainted liquor over the Eid public
holidays. — AFP
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