
NEWS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016

Continued from Page 1

“If the minister and chairman of KOC continue to
issue abusive decisions aiming to let the Kuwaiti
employees leave the oil sector or violate their rights, we

will  continue to protest,” Al-Marzouq added.
Mohammed Al-Hajiri, President of the Labor Union of
Kuwait Petroleum Company noted that the salaries of
the oil sector employees do not cost the government
even 1 KD. Some of the MPs who attended the protest

rally threaten to grill the Oil Minister if these decisions
were taken. The MPs include; Abdullah Al Tamimi,
Mohammed Tana, Khalid Al Tahous and Madhi Al Hajri.

Responding to recent inquiries about offering some
oil facilities for ‘privatization’ through PPP (Public Private

Partnership), Deputy PM, Finance Minister and Acting
Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh said that Kuwait’s develop-
ment plan has adopted economic reforms based on PPP
principles - creating real chances of partnership with
the private sector. 

Oil workers protest cuts
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VRT said police had found a Kalashnikov assault rifle next
to the body of an attacker at the airport. Such weapons have
become a trademark of Islamic State-inspired attacks in
Europe, notably in Belgium and France, including on Nov. 13
in Paris. An unused explosive belt was also found in the area,
the public broadcaster said. Police were continuing to scour
the airport for any further bombs or attackers.

Alphonse Youla, 40, who works at the airport, told Reuters
he heard a man shouting out in Arabic before the first explo-
sion. “Then the glass ceiling of the airport collapsed.” “I helped
carry out five people dead, their legs destroyed,” he said, his
hands covered in blood. A witness said the blasts occurred at
a check-in desk. Video showed devastation in the hall with
ceiling tiles and glass scattered across the floor. Some passen-
gers emerged from the terminal with blood spattered over
their clothes. Smoke rose from the building through shattered
windows and passengers fled down a slipway, some still haul-
ing their bags. Public broadcaster RTBF said police were
searching houses in the Brussels area.

VRT said 20 were killed in the metro train and 14 at the air-
port. Authorities had earlier put the toll at 11 in the airport
bombing and 15 in the underground train. Many of the dead
and wounded at the airport were badly injured in the legs,
one airport worker told Reuters, suggesting at least one
bomb in a bag on the floor. Britain, Germany, France and the
Netherlands, all wary of spillover from conflict in Syria, were
among states announcing extra security measures. Belgian
Prime Minister Charles Michel spoke of “a black time for our
country”. “What we feared has come to pass. Our country has
been struck by attacks which are blind, violent and cowardly.”

The blast hit the train as it left Maelbeek station, close to
European Union institutions, heading to the city centre. The
VRT public broadcaster carried a photograph of a metro car-
riage at a platform with doors and windows completely
blown out, its structure deformed and interior mangled and
charred. A local journalist tweeted a photograph of a person
lying covered in blood among smoke outside Maelbeek
metro station, on the main Rue de la Loi avenue which con-
nects central Brussels with the EU institutions. Ambulances
were ferrying the wounded away and sirens rang out across
the area.

‘We are at war’
“We are at war and we have been subjected to acts of war

in Europe for the last few months,” French Prime Minister
Manuel Valls said. Public broadcaster VTM said the Tihange
nuclear power plant had been evacuated as part of the securi-
ty clampdown. Brussels airport said it had cancelled all flights
until at least 6 am today and the complex had been evacuat-
ed and trains to the airport had been stopped. Passengers
were taken to coaches from the terminal that would remove
them to a secure area. All three main long-distance rail sta-
tions in Brussels were closed and train services on the cross-

channel tunnel from London to Brussels were suspended.
Security services have been on a high state of alert across
western Europe for fear of militant attacks backed by Islamic
State, which claimed responsibility for the Paris attack. While
most European airports are known for stringent screening
procedures of passengers and their baggage, that typically
takes place only once passengers have checked in and are
heading to the departure gates.

Although there may be discreet surveillance, there is noth-
ing to prevent member of the public walking in to the depar-
ture hall at Zaventem airport with heavy baggage. Following
an attempted ramraid attack at Glasgow Airport in 2007, sev-
eral airports stepped up security at entrances by altering the
pick-up and drop-off zones to prevent private cars getting too
close to terminal buildings. European stocks fell after the
explosions, particularly travel sector stocks including airlines
and hotels, pulling the broader indices down from multi-week
highs. Safe-haven assets, gold and government bonds rose in
price.

The attacks appeared to be linked to the arrest of French
citizen Salah Abdeslam - the prime surviving suspect for
November’s Paris attacks on a stadium, cafes and a concert
hall - who was captured by Belgian police after a shootout on
Friday. Belgium’s Interior Minister, Jan Jambon, said on
Monday the country was on high alert for a revenge attack. It
was not clear what failings if any allowed the plan for yester-
day’s operation to go ahead and whether the double attack
was planned in advance or put together at short notice. “We
know that stopping one cell can ... push others into action. We
are aware of it in this case,” Jambon said. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable of condo-
lence to King Philippe of Belgium over the victims of the two
blasts that hit the Brussels international airport and Maalbeek
metro station and left scores of people dead or injured. In his
cable, His Highness sharply denounced such outrageous ter-
rorist acts that targeted innocent people - and violate all reli-
gions, human values and international conventions.

His Highness the Amir reiterated Kuwait’s position - reject-
ing all forms and manifestations of terrorism, and its support
for international efforts to fight terrorism and stop its finance
sources, praying to Allah the Almighty to bless the victims’
souls with mercy and those injured swift recovery. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent the king of Belgium simi-
lar condolence cables. 

Kuwait Embassy in Belgium has confirmed that, so far,
there are no Kuwaiti casualties as a result of the suicide attacks
that occurred in the capital yesterday. The embassy, in a state-
ment, urged all citizens currently in Brussels to be most vigi-
lant since security alert is at its maximum, as well as avoiding
public places and refrain from using public transportation at
the moment. It also called on citizens to abide by local securi-
ty instructions. — Agencies 

34 perish as terrorists hit airport, metro...

KUWAIT: Photo shows oil workers protesting against the proposal to remove some of their benefits. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NEW YORK: Airports in major US cities were on high
alert yesterday, with police out in force after at least 30
people were killed in suicide bombings on a Brussels
airport and subway, though officials said there was no
specific threat to the United States. US President Barack
Obama and Democratic presidential election contender
Hillary Clinton vowed to do more to take on militants,
while Republican presidential front-runner Donald
Trump called for tighter border security and suggested
US intelligence services could use torture to head off
future attacks.

The Obama administration was expected to tighten
security at US airports following the Brussels airport
attack, which occurred in a public hall outside of the
security check area. US Representative Adam Schiff of
California, the ranking Democrat on the House intelli-
gence committee, said he was concerned that there was
a risk of copy cat attacks and that airport security was
still a concern despite changes in recent years. “Overall
though there’s a lot more work we still need to do at our
airports,” Schiff told MSNBC.

Islamic State, a militant group that has gained con-
trol of large areas of Iraq and Syria and has sympathizers
and supporters around the world, claimed responsibili-
ty. Amaq, a news agency affiliated to the group, said sui-
cide bombers strapped into explosive belts had staged
the attacks on the airport and a rush-hour metro train in
the Belgian capital.  Delta Air Lines Inc, United
Continental Holdings Inc and American Airlines Group
Inc reported that they had canceled or rerouted flights
as a result of the attack. Large numbers of uniformed
police officers, some in tactical gear as well as National
Guard members in fatigues and carrying long weapons,
were on patrol at New York ’s John F. Kennedy
International Airport.

One guard member was overheard telling a col-
league “we have to keep an eye out for bags” after
reports that many of the wounded at the Brussels air-
port had severe leg injuries, according to officials, a pat-
tern that suggests an explosion at ground-level, possi-
bly from a bag. Some travelers in the United States said
they hoped airports would further tighten security fol-
lowing the Brussels attack. “Perhaps it should take place
sooner, before you get through security. I find it reassur-
ing,” said Mary Ray, 71, a retired government trainer fly-
ing home to Manchester, England, from New York after
a Caribbean cruise with her husband, Malcolm.

Ray said she is happy to remove her shoes or have
her hands swabbed as she passes through airport secu-
rity: “I think it’s a deterrent.” Three Mormon missionaries
from the United States were injured in the airport blasts,
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints said. A

US service member and his family were hurt, Fox news
reported, but gave no details. European and US airports
have extensive security in place to prevent weapons
from being smuggled onto aircraft, but the attackers
exploited an area not subject to screening.

‘Scourge of terrorism’
Obama addressed the attacks briefly in a speech in

Havana on his historic first visit to Cuba, vowing to sup-
port Belgium as it seeks out those responsible. “This is
yet another reminder that the world must unite. We
must be together regardless of nationality or race or
faith in fighting against the scourge of terrorism,” Obama
said. “We can and we will defeat those who threaten the
safety and security of people all around the world.”

Islamic State was blamed for killing 130 people in
Paris last November. Then in December, a married cou-
ple inspired by Islamic State shot dead 14 people in San
Bernardino, California. The attacks in Belgium drew
immediate response from candidates seeking their par-
ty’s nomination to run for the White House in the Nov 8
election. Former US Secretary of State Clinton vowed to
strengthen her drive to “defeat terrorism and radical
jihadism.” She said on CNN that the United States must
do more to coordinate intelligence with Europe.

Billionaire Trump told NBC’s “Today” program: “If they
could expand the laws, I would do a lot more than
waterboarding. You have to get the information from
these people.” He was referring to the practice of pour-
ing water over someone’s face to simulate drowning as
an interrogation tactic. Obama banned its use by US
interrogators after taking office in 2009. Officials in cities
including New York, Washington, Boston and Miami said
they were aware of no specific threats targeting them
following the Brussels attack. While the attack immedi-
ately sparked discussion of further strengthening airport
security, some pointed out the inherent difficulty of
securing spaces that offer broad public access.

“There are limits to exactly how exhaustive those
perimeters can become,” US Secretary of State John
Kerry said in an interview with Telemundo. “So people
need to be vigilant, everybody needs to take precau-
tions. I think it underscores to everyone the importance
of people uniting.” As she rushed to meet clients arriv-
ing at New York’s JFK airport, 31-year-old Shannon
Freyer worried that adding further layers of security at
airports, which have already imposed extensive restric-
tions since the Sept. 11, 2001 hijacked plane attacks,
would do little to make people safer. “It’s just more time
involved,” Freyer said. “They started making us take off
our shoes years ago and they still haven’t stopped a
thing.” — Reuters

US airports on edge after 
deadly Belgium bombings

BRUSSELS: People walk over messages written on the ground at Place de la Bourse (Beursplein) following
attacks in Brussels yesterday. Airlines cancelled hundreds of flights and European railways froze links with
Brussels after a series of bomb blasts killed around 35 people in the city’s airport and a metro train, spark-
ing a broad security response. — AFP 

GENEVA: Syria’s peace talks hit a fresh impasse over President
Bashar Al-Assad yesterday, as the head of Lebanon’s Hezbollah
vowed his Shiite movement would keep fighting alongside the
regime until Islamic State jihadists are defeated. The UN’s Syria
envoy, Staffan de Mistura, said he had pressured Damascus to out-
line its approach to the crucial issue of a political transition, as
negotiations in Geneva entered their second week. De Mistura
said the regime’s lead negotiator Bashar Al-Jaafari told him “it
was... premature to talk about it. My message was (that) prema-
ture (for him) means imminent as far as we are concerned”. 

Assad’s fate has been a key obstacle in the latest talks aimed at
ending Syria’s devastating five-year war, which has killed more
than 270,000 people and displaced millions. A partial ceasefire
brought in last month had raised hopes for an end to the violence,
which were further fuelled when Russia-a key backer of Assad
announced last week it would withdraw most of its troops from
Syria. But tensions have flared since, with Moscow accusing the
US of “unacceptable” delays in agreeing how to punish those who
break the ceasefire and warning it could resort to force against
violators.

There have also been concerns about whether any peace deal
could be enforced on Syria’s complex battlefields, and Hezbollah
vowed to stay in Syria until the Islamic State group (IS) and Al-
Qaeda’s Syria branch are beaten. “All that has been said about our
withdrawal from Syria is false,” Hezbollah’s leader Hassan Nasrallah
told Lebanese channel Al-Mayadeen on Monday. “We went to
Syria to help keep the country from falling into the hands of
Daesh (IS) and Al-Nusra Front... So long as we have a responsibility
to be there, we will be there.” 

Hezbollah first announced it was fighting alongside Assad’s
troops in 2013 and has since sent thousands of fighters to battle
Syria’s rebels, who are backed by its arch rival Saudi Arabia and a
US-led coalition. Its support has been crucial for keeping the
regime in power, but the opposition has insisted the president’s
departure must be part of any peace deal agreed at the talks.
Member of the High Negotiations Committee (HNC) opposition
umbrella group, Yahya Kodmani, on Sunday accused the regime
of being “obstinate”. “We hope that Russia will use its powers to
pressure the Assad regime in order to move into serious negotia-
tions,” he said.

But Jaafari rejected any suggestion that Assad would step
down from any new government, saying his future and the politi-
cal transition were “two separate issues”. “President Assad has
nothing to do with the... talks,” he said, insisting that the subject of
the president “is something that is already excluded from the
scene”. He also insisted Damascus was committed to the peace
process, and that his delegation had “clear instructions from our
leadership to engage seriously in these talks”. Conceding that
progress remained slow, de Mistura stressed it was vital that
opposing sides reach a basic understanding on how to move to a
second round of talks, tentatively scheduled for next month.

He highlighted the positive impact of the negotiations,
which he said have helped to maintain a fragile ceasefire
declared on February 27. But tensions flared between Russia and
the US over the truce, with Russian Lieutenant General Sergei
Rudskoy accusing Washington of showing “no readiness” to
agree how to enforce it and warning Russia would resort to force
itself if necessary. — AFP

Syrian regime digs in on Assad 
as Hezbollah vows to fight on


