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ELDORET: Kenya is unlikely to beat the April 5
deadline set by World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) to put in place laws needed to make it
“code-compliant”, a Kenyan legislator who is
playing a key role in the process said yesterday.

Kenya faces the threat of being ruled non-
compliant with the WADA code and, although
that could eventually lead to sanctions, the IAAF
said this month that it is highly unlikely the dis-
tance running powerhouse would be suspended
from this year’s Olympic Games.

Wesley Korir, who has drafted a bill proscrib-
ing doping in the east African nation which has
been hit by a wave of drug transgressions, said
Kenyan authorities may seek an extension to the
deadline to be able to complete the legislative
process.

“The Bill has not been brought to Parliament
as we are speaking and even if it is brought
today, we cannot complete the process in two
days because we shall be going on recess on

Friday and returning on April 6,” Korir told
Reuters in this North Rift Valley town, a centre of
excellence for distance running, yesterday.

Korir, who won the Boston marathon in 2012,
said Parliament’s Committee for Labour, Social
Welfare and Sports had summoned the Minister
for Sport last week to impress upon him the
importance of the process.

“We also wanted to discuss how to merge the
two bills, but he did not show up,” said Korir, a
Member of Parliament for Cherangany
Constituency in the North Rift, said before
boarding a plane to the capital.

He said the parliamentary committee had
adopted his Bill, but was awaiting the one draft-
ed by the Ministry’s consultants and the Anti-
Doping Agency of Kenya (ADAK).

Korir ’s Bill has different penalties to the
one drafted by a government agency, cap-
ping fines for offenders at 3 million Kenyan
shillings ($30,000) compared with ADAK’s

proposed 1  mi l l ion .  National  Olympic
Committee of  Kenya (NOC-K ) Chairman
Kipchoge Keino called for government inter-
vention to salvage the situation.

“I am requesting the President (Uhuru
Kenyatta) to intervene in this matter to save the
future of the youths of this country.  These peo-
ple (Ministry of Sport) don’t seem to care about
the future of our youth,” Keino, winner of gold
medals at the 1968 and 1972 Olympics, said.

ADAK CEO Japhter Rugut said last week the
Bill was ready and was only awaiting ratification
of a few aspects by WADA. Kenya failed to meet
the first deadline of Feb. 11 to prove it was doing
enough to tackle doping.

About 40 Kenyan athletes  have fa i led
drugs tests in recent years. The country has
set up its own national anti-doping agency
and WADA said on Feb. 11 it had put Kenya
on probation, adding that there was still a lot
of work to do. — Reuters
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Kipchoge Keino warned yesterday that
time was running out to escape a
threatened ban if action is not taken to
ensure doping is stopped.

The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) has given Kenya until April 5 to
tighten its anti-doping law and provide
the funding for the new Anti-Doping
Agency of Kenya (ADAK).

Keino said the lack of action so far
had hampered preparations for the Rio
Olympics. “ Time is running out.
Unfortunately, up to now we have not
sat down with the Ministry of Sports to
give them our plan for the training of
the team,” Keino told AFP.

But Keino said he was confident
that the ADAK Anti-Doping Bill and
Policy would be passed before it goes
on recess on Friday for a two-week hol-

iday. “I have hope our parliamentary
committee will do us proud to be able
to pass the document and the Head of
State to sign the bill into law,” he said,
adding “we need to criminalise doping
to protect our athletes.”

Over 72 athletes have already quali-
fied for Rio, in addition to both men’s
and women’s rugby teams, a boxer and
one competitor in archery. He said the
National Olympic Committee of Kenya
(NOCK) needed to fundraise more cash
to ensure all who can go to Rio.

“I am asking the parliamentarians to
approve the document, and we will be
able to move forward and start looking
for funds,” he said. “We also need to
start preparations so that we can come
back home with more medals than we
did in Beijing. This cannot just happen
overnight.” — AFP

Kenya warns action needed
to avoid Olympic ban
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KUWAIT: Information Minister, State Minister
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah hailed the
achievements of Kuwait Handicapped
Athletics national team during the champi-
onships of Fazza International, Asia, Oceania
and Sharqa International meetings that was
held recently, and they won 32 various medals,
and congratulated them on this outstanding
achievement.

Sheikh Salman told journalists, after receiv-
ing athletes Monday evening, the state is keen
on supporting the handicapped for more
achievement and had shown that when it
ordered the building of new sports complex in
the coming future, adding that it will be world
class.

Sheikh Salman said the outstanding work
of the Handicapped Club Board of Directors,
headed by Shafi Al-Hajiri, who contributed to
improving the result of national teams abroad,
and hoped that Kuwait national teams contin-

ue to win through cooperation between all
athletes to boost Kuwait sports reputation.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Handicapped Club
Chairman of the Board, Head of the
Delegation Shafi Al-Hajiri said achievement of
this amount of medals, 10 gold, 14 silver, 8
bronze in the three championships, which
were strong with the participation of more
than 1,200 athletes, is evidence on the out-
standing handicapped and the strong deter-
mination they have.

Al-Hajiri said those championships is a true

start for the club’s preparations to participate
in the Reo De Janeiro Paralympics in
September, bearing in mind that 12 players
already qualified.

He said, the club, with the distinguished
cooperation of the sports public authority to
prepare the players to win more titles during
tournaments abroad. He thanked Sheikh
Salman and authority officials for their major
support of Kuwait Handicapped Sports.

PAS Deputy Director General Dr Humoud
Fulaiteh congratulated the KHSC athletes for

their achievements. He said PAS is keen on
supporting the club and remove all obstacles
they face in order to achieve more wins. He
said the reception of Sheikh Salman of the del-
egation is evidence on the state’s support of
its outstanding athletes in all sports.

The delegation was also received by
Handicapped Club Honorary President Al-
Sheikha Sheikha Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah,
Director General of Handicapped Affairs Public
Authority Dr Tariq Al-Shatti, Handicapped Club
Board members and athlete’s families.

Kuwait handicapped athletes win
32 medals at Fazza International


