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HYDE: WBA heavyweight champion Lucas
Browne says he will fight to clear his name
after failing a drug test following his world
title fight win over Ruslan Chagaev earlier this
month.

Browne became Australia’s first heavy-
weight world champion when he stopped
Chagaev in the 10th round of their fight in
Grozny, Russia, on March 5. Browne’s promot-
er, former British fighter Ricky Hatton, said

Wednesday he had been notified that
Browne tested positive following the fight.

The test conducted by the Las Vegas-
based Voluntary Anti-Doping Association
came back positive for the steroid clen-
buterol, ESPN reported yesterday.

“We believe Lucas Browne to be a clean
athlete who arrived in Chechnya a clean ath-
lete,” Hatton said in a statement. “We are
therefore conducting our own further investi-

gations and cannot comment further at this
time.” Browne’s victory gave him the so-called
regular version of the WBA belt. Britain’s
Tyson Fury is considered the WBA’s unified
champion as he also holds the WBO title.
Browne said he was “shocked and devastat-
ed” by the positive test and insisted he had
done nothing wrong. “I am not a drug user or
a drug cheat,” he said in a statement released
through his promoters. 

“I will be fighting for as long as it takes to
clear my name.” Browne said he had never
heard of clenbuterol until now. He said he has
been told the substance is used as a weight-
loss drug, which he said would be “utterly
ridiculous” to use as a heavyweight.

Browne suggested the positive test could
have resulted from sabotage. “‘My team and I
were well aware of the many risks involved in
going to a place like Chechnya to fight a

reigning champion and believed we had tak-
en sufficient precautions,” he said. “In addition
it was at our insistence that VADA testing was
implemented for the fight.”

Browne was knocked down in the sixth
round but fought back and knocked Chagaev
to the canvas in the 10th. The referee stopped
the fight later that round. Browne improved
to 24-0 (21 KOs) with the victory, in front of
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov. — AP

WBA heavyweight champ Brown contests positive doping test

NEW YORK: New York Rangers’ Eric Staal (12) checks Florida Panthers’ Vincent Trocheck (21) during the first period of an NHL hockey game yes-
terday, in New York. — AP

NEW YORK: Brandon Manning’s first NHL goal
midway through the second period snapped a
tie and powered the Philadelphia Flyers to a 4-1
win over the New York Islanders on Monday
night. Nick Cousins, Sam Gagner and Claude
Giroux also scored for Philadelphia, which won
for the 10th time in 13 games. The surging Flyers
closed within one point of Detroit for the final
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.
Philadelphia trails the Islanders by three points
for the first wild card. The Flyers are 2-1-0 against
New York this season, with one game remaining.
The Islanders have lost five of six at a most inop-
portune time. They finish the regular season by
playing seven of their final 11 games at
home.Kyle Okposo scored for New York, and
Thomas Greiss stopped 21 shots. Steve Mason
made 23 saves for Philadelphia.

RANGERS 4, PANTHERS 2
Rick Nash scored his first goal since returning

from a leg injury and Henrik Lundqvist made 25
saves in leading the New York Rangers over
Florida. Viktor Stalberg, Mats Zuccarello and
Tanner Glass also scored for the Rangers, who
moved two points ahead of idle Pittsburgh for
second place in the Metropolitan Division. Nash
gave New York a 3-1 lead at 11:14 of the third
period with his 13th goal of the season and first
since returning to the lineup March 12. He had
been sidelined since January 22 because of a
bone bruise. Vincent Trocheck and Jiri Hudler
scored for the Panthers, who lost their second in
a row. The Atlantic Division leaders are two
points in front of Tampa Bay.

PREDATORS 5, KINGS 2
Ryan Johansen had a goal and two assists to

lead Nashville past Los Angeles. James Neal

added a goal and an assist for the Predators,
winners in three of their last four.  Mike Fisher,
Filip Forsberg and Roman Josi also scored. Kings
defensemen Drew Doughty and Alec Martinez
each contributed a goal, but Los Angeles had its
four-game winning streak snapped. Anze
Kopitar had two assists. Jonathan Quick was lift-
ed in favor of Jhonas Enroth, who began the
third period in net for the Kings. Quick stopped
24 of the 27 shots he faced through 40 minutes.
Forsberg became the fifth player in Predators
history to score 30 goals in a season.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, FLAMES 2
William Nylander had a goal and two assists in

Toronto’s victory over Calgary. It was the first
three-point game of Nylander’s career. The per-
formance came two days after the 19-year-old
had his first multipoint effort in a win over
Buffalo. Nylander has two goals and five points in
his past two games. P.A. Parenteau, Zach Hyman,
Colin Greening and Josh Leivo also scored for the
Maple Leafs, who have won four of five. Jonathan
Bernier made 23 saves. Matt Stajan and Joe
Colborne scored for the Flames. — AP

Manning’s first NHL goal 
leads Flyers over Islanders

Western Conference
Central Division

W L  OTL  GF  GA  PTS  
Dallas 43 21 9 236 211 95   
St. Louis 42 22 9 194 185 93   
Chicago 42 24 7 203 179 91   
Nashville 37 23 13 202 187 87   
Colorado 38 31 4 198 204 80   
Minnesota 34 28 11 194 186 79   
Winnipeg 29 37 6 184 216 64   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 44 23 5 198 165 93   
Anaheim 40 22 9 182 164 89   
San Jose 41 25 6 214 185 88   
Arizona 31 34 7 188 217 69   
Calgary 31 36 6 202 228 68   
Vancouver 27 32 12 167 205 66   
Edmonton 29 39 7 181 219 65   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 40 24 9 207 181 89   

Tampa Bay 41 26 5 196 171 87   
Boston 39 26 8 216 197 86   
Detroit 36 25 11 184 190 83   
Ottawa 34 31 8 211 223 76   
Montreal 33 34 6 192 209 72   
Buffalo 29 34 10 173 198 68   
Toronto 26 35 11 174 209 63   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 51 15 5 227 168 107  
NY Rangers 41 24 8 207 192 90   
Pittsburgh 40 24 8 204 179 88   
NY Islanders 38 24 9 197 181 85   
Philadelphia 35 24 12 186 190 82   
New Jersey 35 31 7 166 189 77   
Carolina 31 27 14 175 195 76   
Columbus 29 35 8 188 223 66   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

NY Rangers 4, Florida 2; Toronto 5, Calgary 2; Philadelphia 4, NY Islanders 1.

MIAMI: Top tennis bosses defended prize
money equality for men and women as tur-
moil continued across the tennis scene ahead
of start of the ATP and WTA Miami Open.

World number one Serena Williams, a loser
in back-to-back finals for the first time since
2004, seeks a fourth consecutive Miami crown
and ninth overall while top-ranked Novak
Djokovic seeks his sixth Miami title and a
record 28th ATP Masters crown.

But equal prize money for men and women
remained an issue in the wake of disparaging
comments about women’s tennis Sunday by
Indian Wells tournament director Raymond
Moore, who resigned Monday night in the
wake of harsh reactions to his critique.

Djokovic subsequently fanned the flames
of controversy by suggesting that the disparity
in pay was justified.

“What a mess,” tweeted women’s tennis leg-
end Martina Navratilova. “Moore totally blew it
and Novak-really?”

“It was really disheartening to see Ray
Moore offer the extremely prejudiced and very
old-fashioned statements regarding women
tennis players,” she told the BBC. “We have
made it this far on our own, without help from
male players, and will continue to do so in the
future.” WTA Tour chief executive Steve Simon
on Sunday called Moore’s comments
“extremely disappointing and alarming” and

added, “The WTA stands on its own and was
founded on the principles of equality and
empowerment.”

KERMODE, ADAMS BACK EQUITY 
ATP president Chris Kermode supported his

fellow tour chief on Monday, backing the prin-
ciple of prize money equality for men and
women while admitting those decisions were
in the hands of tournament directors.

“Ray Moore’s comments towards women’s
tennis were disparaging and made in poor
taste, as Ray has subsequently acknowledged,”
Kermode said.

“The ATP fully supports equality across
society while at the same time acknowledging
that we operate in the sports and entertain-
ment business. The ATP seeks to achieve fair
compensation for its players by setting mini-
mum prize money levels for ATP events in
accordance with the revenues that are gener-
ated from men’s professional tennis.

“The ATP also respects the right of tourna-
ments to make their own decisions relating to
prize money for women’s tennis, which is run
as a separate tour.”

Katrina Adams, the US Tennis Association
president and chief executive, made it clear
the organizers of the US Open back gender
equality for tournament paychecks.

“The USTA and the US Open hold player

equality as one of our bedrock principles,” she
said. “As the first Grand Slam to award equal
prize money, we have endeavored to lead the
way for gender equality in sports.

“There is no place in this sport for antiquat-
ed, sexist or uninformed ideologies and the

comments made yesterday in no way reflect
the beliefs of the vast majority of those in the
tennis world.”

BACK ON COURT
Top seeds Williams and Djokovic and stars

Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Andy Murray
were among those whose first match dates
were unveiled Monday by Miami Open organ-
izers. Seeds have first-round byes.

US star Williams will open Thursday after-
noon against Japan’s Misaki Doi or American
Christina McHale while Serbia’s Djokovic
opens Friday night against either Britain’s Kyle
Edmund or Czech Jiri Vesely.

Argentina’s Juan Martin Del Potro, the 2009
US Open winner, faces countryman Guido
Pella on Wednesday with Swiss third seed
Federer to face the winner Friday afternoon.

Two-time Miami champion Andy Murray,
the second seed from Britain, opens Saturday
afternoon against either Denis Istomin of
Uzbekistan or Borna Coric of Croatia, while
Spanish fifth seed Nadal meets either Bosnian
Damir Dzumhur or Argentina’s Leonardo
Mayer. Play opens Tuesday with 12 first-round
WTA matches while Murray, the 2009 and
2013 winner who lost to Djokovic in last year’s
final, will enjoy another day of practice and
family time at his US “home” event. Wife Kim
and newborn daughter Sophia are at their
nearby home.

“I spend a few months a year in Miami for
my training blocks and my place is only half an
hour from Key Biscayne, so this tournament is
as close as it gets to home when I’m stateside,”
Murray said on his website. — AFP

SCOTTSDALE: Patrick Corbin struck out
seven and allowed just an unearned run
while pitching into the sixth inning as the
Arizona Diamondbacks beat a Milwaukee
Brewers split squad 3-2 on Monday night.

Corbin, who came back from elbow sur-
gery midway through last season, has giv-
en up only one earned run in four starts
covering 14 1-3 innings this spring. He has
17 strikeouts. “Everything feels great and I
felt strong there toward the end as well,”
the left-hander said. 

“I’m just hoping I can build off that.
Biggest thing was just to build up the pitch
count.” Nick Ahmed drove in the winning
run with a two-out single in the bottom of
the ninth. Ahmed had three hits for the
Diamondbacks, who also got two stolen
bases from former Brewers shortstop Jean
Segura.

Ahmed, an infielder, has a .429 batting
average through 13 games. He hit .226 in
134 games last season. “He should improve,
and his swing has improved a bunch,” man-
ager Chip Hale said. “He had a great spring
last year, too.” Jake Lamb, competing for the
Diamondbacks’ third base job, committed
three errors. No other Arizona player has
more than two in spring training.

Corbin permitted five hits in 5 1-3
innings. Arizona closer Brad Ziegler gave
up a run and two hits with one strikeout in
his inning of work.

Scooter Gennett had two hits for the
Brewers, including a run-scoring double.
Gennett has played in only three games
but has six hits in 10 at-bats.

“I like it that Scooter’s swinging the bat
well. That’s the big thing,” Milwaukee man-
ager Craig Counsell said. “Just swinging the
bat well against good pitching is meaning-
ful.” Domingo Santana reached base three
times and scored once, leaving the young
Milwaukee outfielder with a .500 batting
average and a seven-game hitting streak.

“He missed a couple of games but he’s
had a solid spring. It’s been good at-bats
and getting on base a lot,” Counsell said.
“He’s drawing walks, so he’s just got to con-
tinue on this path through the season.”

ROSTER MOVES
The Diamondbacks optioned RHPs

Archie Bradley and Tyler Wagner to Triple-A
Reno.  LHP Keith Hessler and OF Gabriel

Guerrero were optioned to Double-A
Mobile, and OF Zach Borenstein was reas-
signed to minor league camp.

Bradley had been in the running for the
fifth spot in the rotation.

“His fastball command, we think, is
where it needs to be. He just needs to get
more command with his off-speed pitches,”
Hale said. “He understands the situation. He
understands that this is the best he’s felt in
years, physically and mentally, and he’s
excited to get started wherever it is and
work his way back here.”

Robbie Ray and Zack Godley remain the
leading contenders for the No. 5 job. 

TRAINER’S ROOM
Diamondbacks OF A.J. Pollock took live

batting practice. He’s playing defense but
not swinging the bat in minor league
games as he works his way back from
elbow soreness. . . .  Hale hopes C Chris
Herrmann (hip) can catch in a game by
Wednesday.

STARTING TIME
Brewers: Josh Hader, one of the team’s

top pitching prospects, made his first
spring training start even though he was
reassigned to minor league camp last
week. Hader struck out five and walked two
in three scoreless innings.

“I thought Josh was excellent. First
inning was probably a little extra adrena-
line, but he got through it, which is a big
thing,” Counsell said. “And then he was real-
ly good the next two innings.”

Diamondbacks: Corbin threw 77 pitches
and Hale said the left-hander was in com-
mand of each pitch.

“He pretty much can throw any of his
pitches in any count right now, so those are
weapons not a lot of pitchers have,” Hale
said before mentioning Corbin’s changeup.
“That’s a huge pitch for him.  He almost has
two of them, one that’s a strikeout pitch
and one that he can throw for strikes.”

URUETA LEADS COLOMBIA TO WBC
Diamondbacks short-season field coordi-

nator Luis Urueta managed Colombia to the
2017 World Baseball Classic with his team’s
qualifier win over Panama on Sunday night.
Colombia made the field of 16 teams for the
WBC for the first time. —AP

Corbin solid in 
Diamondbacks’ 

win over Brewers

KUWAIT: Within its community services, CBK recently sponsored the first
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Soccer Championship organized by Mubarak Al-Kabeer
governorate under the title of ‘No for Violence’. A special ceremony was held
under the auspices of Farwaniya Governor, Sheikh Faisal Malek Al-Sabah to
honor the winners. 

Equal prize money defended as Miami Open begins

KEY BISCAYNE: Sloane Stephens works with participants at Kid’s Day at during Day 2 of
the Miami Open presented by Itau at Crandon Park Tennis Center yesterday in Key
Biscayne, Florida.  — AFP


