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38 expat municipality
employees terminated

KUWAIT: Thirty eight expatriate employees at
Kuwait Municipality were informed by phone not
to report to work starting at the end of this month,
as they were relieved of their duties. The employ-
ees were hired under the ‘services assistance’ cate-
gory which allows state departments to hire extra
workers outside of their annual payroll budget. The
employees were told that they were released
because there was ‘no extra budget to cover their
salaries.’ According to a sources familiar with the
situation, the employees expressed disappoint-
ment towards the way their contracts were termi-
nated without being given a period to adjust their
status. —Al-Rai

Ministry to track medical
errors in private hospitals

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health approved
new regulations that would allow it to have
‘strict supervision’ to prevent medical errors in
private hospitals and clinics, sources said.
They did not provide much details, but indi-
cated that the ministry informed private med-
ical facilities that they are required to report
back any case in which a patient is sent to a
public hospital, which might indicate that
negligence was involved. This would allow
investigations to take place and determine
whether or not medical errors took place, the
sources explained. —Al-Anbaa

Kuwaiti women to be
hired as school guards

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education is preparing
four contracts to appoint Kuwaiti women as
guards in public schools for girls next year. The
guards will officially be referred to as ‘security offi-
cers’ and will officially be hired on July 1, 2016,
Assistant Undersecretary for Financial Affairs
Yousuf Al-Najjar said. Kuwaiti women wishing to
apply for this job will be hired through private
companies in coordination with the Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program (MGRP),
Najjar said. Each employee will receive a starting
salary of KD 260 a month, added to it the govern-
ment’s monthly labor support allowance, he indi-
cated. —Al-Rai

Crime
R e p o r t

Man accuses woman
of killing dog 

KUWAIT: Rumaithiya police detained an Asian
domestic helper whose sponsor accused her of
deliberately killing his pet dog. The citizen arrived at
the police station in a hysterical state, along with an
Asian woman he accused of killing his rare-breed
dog. The man claimed that she did it on purpose to
take revenge, adding that she admitted this to him.
He insisted that she be charged with “premeditated
murder,” based on the animal protection law. He said
if police did not take action, then he would, so the
woman was kept at the police station for her own
protection. 

Citizen arrested with machine gun

A citizen was arrested by weapons detectives in
his Adan home with an unlicensed machine gun
along with ammunition. Detectives were
informed that the citizen owns several unli-
censed weapons, so they confirmed the details
and discovered that the man works for an oil
company, and lives in an Adan area house. A war-
rant was obtained and the houses raided where
the weapons were found. He was sent to the
public prosecution for further legal action.

Strange hugging and caressing

A police officer cadet accused a classmate of his of
hugging and caressing him in a strange way. When
the classmate repeated the actions, the cadet com-
plained to Saad Al-Abdalah Academy administration,
but no action was taken. The first year student said he
was surprised when another student in the non-com-
missioned officers institute harassed him with
unwanted physical contact. The administration ques-
tioned the student who denied the accusation. He
admitted to hugging the cadet but said he did so
because he was an orphan and wanted some affec-
tion. A source said the college did not take any further
action. But then the man repeated the advances and
even chased the cadet into the toilet at night, keeping
others from entering, and insulted him with indecen-
cies. The student told a relative of his what was going
on and the relative took the cadet to the Abdallah Al-
Mubarak police station and lodged a complaint. The
source said the accused student was sent to the prose-
cution, and he was detained in central prison for 10
days as the case will go to court.— Al-Rai

A
l-Jarida

In a nice article written by Meshaal Al-Sedairi, he
told in detail the story of what once happened to
an Algerian friend of his at a 33,000 feet altitude

aboard an Algerian flight heading from Algeria to
Paris. 

The friend said that when the plane was flying
over Marseilles, he heard shouts and noises of a fight
near the captain’s cabin. 

“Well, the story started when the captain had to
go to the toilet, leaving his co-pilot, an Algerian
woman, to take over flying the plane,”  said the
Algerian passenger. “The co-pilot apparently asked a
flight attendant for something which she did not
bring, and therefore, the co-pilot left her seat to scold
her. The hostess talked back so rudely and loudly,
which started the fight. Hearing the noise while get-
ting out of the toilet, the pilot decided to close the
cockpit’s door in order not to disturb his co-pilot,
thinking that she was inside, and went to check out
on what was going on. To his surprise, he found the
co-pilot fighting instead of being inside the cabin. He
rushed like a madman to the cockpit’s door trying to
open it with no use because, after 9/11, all cockpit
doors were designed only to open from the inside to
prevent hijacking. The pilot and crew members
reached to an emergency ax and used it in an
attempt to break open the fortified door. At that
time, the plane had been flying alone without a pilot
and flight control had been calling with no response,

which made French authorities opt to standard secu-
rity measures and send military fighters to escort the
plane thinking it was hijacked by a suicide bomber.
“The fighters were authorized to bomb the plane
down if it reached Paris,”   

“Shouts got louder and all passengers panicked,”
he said. “Seeing the pilot and a few crew members
trying to break open the cockpit’s door, we thought
they were terrorists dressed in crew uniform and thus
attacked them, starting a fierce fight. One of us man-
aged to snatch the ax and run towards the tail, but
the crew chased him and got it back by force. When I
tried to take it from them, I received a blow to my face
and started bleeding. I immediately charged at the
pilot knocking him down to the ground while he was
shouting ‘I am the pilot, I am the pilot!’. ‘You are a ter-
rorist, a criminal’, I shouted back and bit his arm so
hard that he started screaming in pain. Someone hit
me on the back of my head and I fainted. They man-
aged to get the ax and open the door just in time to
get the pilot back in his seat, control the plane and
contact the traffic control to tell them what hap-
pened.”

“We later on learnt that had the pilot not opened
the cockpit in time, we had only ten more minutes
before French fighters shot the plane down as
ordered,” he continued. “All this happened because of
a silly fight between two women.” 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Silly fight above the clouds

Al-Anbaa

By Abdulmohsen Al-Meshari

KUWAIT: Kuwait has been buzzing
with questions since the cabinet
announced Monday approving a
proposal to increase electricity and
water fees, which would increase the
cost four fold for consumers accord-
ing to the indications of ordinary
consumption.  Fur thermore,  i t  is
widely expected that the fees’
increase wil l  automatical ly  and
unwillingly reflect on other fields,
starting with apartment rents, and
includes factories that produce
national products and every facility
that uses energy.

The proposal would increase elec-
tricity fees as follows: for private
houses (normally inhabited by
Kuwaitis), the bill proposes to raise
current electricity charges of 2 fils
per kilowatt to as follows: For con-
sumption of up to 3,000 kilowatts - 5
fils per kilowatt; For consumption of
between 3,000 - 6,000 - 8 fils per
kilowatt; For consumption between
6,000-9,000 - 10 fils per kilowatt; For
consumption above 9,000 - 15 fils
per k i lowatt .  As for  apar tments
(mostly inhabited by expatriate), the
new proposed rates are as follow;
For consumption of up to 1,000 kilo-
watt - 5 fils per kilowatt; For con-
sumption between 1,000-2,000 - 10
fils per kilowatt; For consumption

above 2,000 kilowatt - 15 fils per
k i lowatt .  The bi l l  a lso proposes
smaller increases to water charges.

Third category
According to sources, most citi-

zens would be classified in the third
category, and would pay 10 fils per
kilowatt according to current con-
sumption rates. The sources ques-
tioned the government’s argument
that the bill encourages saving ener-
gy, saying that the majority of con-
sumption goes to power air condi-
tioning “that cannot be replaced”
during Kuwait’s long and extremely
hot summer.

“How can rationalization reduce
an invoice valued at KD 100 if air
conditioning consumes nearly 70
percent of the bill?” the sources won-
dered. Specialists meanwhile warned
that real estate owners will be left
with no other choice but to increase
rents to compensate for the increase
in energy bills.

Houses
Ministry of Electricity and Water

(MEW) statistics show that the aver-
age consumption of power in private
residences (houses)  of  an area
between 300 to 1,000 square meters
reaches 7,500 kilowatts, which is

equal to an invoice of KD 15 accord-
ing to the old tariff,  while it  wil l
reach KD 54 according to the new
price. This means that the annual bill
would increase from KD 180 to KD
648.

The average consumption of
water in these residences is 30,000
imperial gallons, for a value that will
reach KD 60 according to the new
tariff, from the current KD 24.

Apartments
As for residential  apar tments,

where the average consumption of a
two room flat is 2,700 kilowatts, the
bill will increase fivefold from KD 5 to
KD 25 a month. Four bedroom apart-
ments with an area exceeding 400
square meters will go up to KD 75
per month, from KD 12 only.

Industrial sector
The industrial sector will proba-

bly be the most affected. With an
average monthly consumption of
400,000 kilowatts, the monthly bill
would jump from KD 800 to KD
4,000, since the tariff under the pro-
posed plan increases from 2 to 10
fills per kilowatt. This would obvi-
ously lead to increasing the prices of
products that these facilities pro-
vide. —Al-Rai

Energy bill increase
to hike rents, prices


