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NEW DELHI: England’s Jason Roy (L) plays a shot past New Zealand’s wicketkeeper Luke Ronchi during the World T20 cricket tournament semi-final match between England and New Zealand at The Feroz Shah Kotla
Cricket Ground. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Opener Jason Roy’s 78 helped England sail into
cricket’s World Twenty20 final with a crushing seven-wicket
win over New Zealand in the last four in New Delhi yesterday.
Chasing 154 for victory, England rode on a brisk 82-run part-
nership between Roy and Alex Hales to canter home in 17.1
overs after the bowlers had restricted a much-fancied New
Zealand to 153 for eight.

Roy rose to the occasion, smashing four boundaries in the
very first over against Corey Anderson to set the tone for what
turned out to be a perfect chase for the 2010 champions. New
Zealand’s bowlers, who shone in the team’s unbeaten run to
the semis, were at the receiving end of some brutal hitting
that kept the packed house at Feroz Shah Kotla entertained.

The introduction of spin after six overs of powerplay did lit-
tle to improve the situation but Mitchell Santner gave the
Kiwis their first breakthrough when he got Hales (20) out. Leg-
spinner Ish Sodhi also tried to bring some drama back into the
game after picking the wickets of Roy and Eoin Morgan (0) to
leave himself on a hat-trick, but England made sure they
stayed on course.

Jos Buttler (32), who denied Sodhi his hat-trick, and a com-
posed Joe Root (27) then drove England to their second World
T20 final, with Buttler hitting a four and two sixes against
Sodhi to finish things off in style. Earlier, England’s bowlers
responded well to their captain’s decision to field first to
restrict New Zealand after a poor start. 

New Zealand lost opener Martin Guptill early but Kane
Williamson and Colin Munro counter-attacked with a 74-run
partnership to lay a solid foundation before the Kiwis faltered
late on. Munro (46) and Williamson (32) proved too hot to
handle for England’s pacers as the duo took a special liking to
Liam Plunkett and Stokes in the opening stages, both of
whom came back well in their second spells.

Left-hander Munro smacked Plunkett for three straight
boundaries in the sixth over of the innings to set the pace and
his reverse-hit for a six against Adil Rashid brought the house
down. But Morgan then juggled his bowlers around and off-
spinner Moeen Ali’s introduction in the 11th over soon saw
the back of Williamson.

Plunkett did well in his second spell to deny the dangerous
Munro, whose 32-ball knock included seven boundaries and a
six. He was denied his fifty when a wild slice went straight into
the safe hands of Ali at third man. England’s fielders continued
to pouch their catches and Morgan dived beautifully at extra
cover to get rid of Ross Taylor off Chris Jordan.

The wickets quickly tumbled and New Zealand’s run-rate,
which had started impressively, plummeted. Stokes was
going for a hat-trick near the end after sending back Luke
Ronchi for three and the hard-hitting Anderson for 28. The
impressive all-rounder ended with figures of 3-26 as New
Zealand lost five wickets for 35 runs in the final 30 deliveries
of their innings. — AFP

Roy steers England into World T20 final

New Zealand:
M. Guptill c Buttler b Willey 15
K. Williamson c and b Ali 32
C. Munro c Ali b Plunkett 46 
C. Anderson c Jordan b Stokes 28  
R. Taylor c Morgan b Jordan 6
L. Ronchi c Willey b Stokes 3
G. Elliott not out 4
M. Santner c Jordan b Stokes 7  
M. McClenaghan run out 1
Extras (b1, lb4, w6) 11 
Total (for 8 wickets, 20 overs) 153
Did not bat: A. Milne, I. Sodhi
Fall of wickets: 1-17 (Guptill), 2-91 (Williamson), 3-107
(Munro), 4-134 
( Taylor),  5-139 (Ronchi),  6-139 (Anderson), 7-150
(Santner), 8-153 (McClenaghan)

Bowling: Willey 2-0-17-1, Jordan 4-0-24-1, Plunkett 4-0-
38-1, Rashid 4-0-33-0, Stokes 4-0-26-3, Ali 2-0-10-1

England: 
J. Roy b Sodhi 78 
A. Hales c Munro b Santner 20
J. Root not out 27
E. Morgan lbw Sodhi 0
J. Buttler not out 32
Extras (lb 1, w1) 2
Total (for 3 wickets, 17.1 overs) 159
Did not bat: B. Stokes, M. Ali, C. Jordan, A. Rashid, D.
Willey, L. Plunkett
Fall of wickets: 1-82 (Hales), 2-110 (Roy), 3-110 (Morgan) 
Bowling: Anderson 1-0-16-0, Milne 3-0-27-0,
McClenaghan 3-0-24-0, Santner 3.1-0-28-1, Sodhi 4-0-42-
2, Elliott 3-0-21-0
England won by seven wickets.

SCOREBOARD
NEW DELHI: Scoreboard of the World Twenty20 semi-final match between England and New Zealand at New Delhi’s Feroz Shah
Kotla stadium yesterday:

OAKLAND: Stephen Curry knocked down
six 3-pointers on the way to 26 points, and
the Golden State Warriors beat the
Washington Wizards 102-94 on Tuesday
night to stay on pace for the all-time wins
record. Klay Thompson followed back-to-
back 40-point games with 16 as Golden
State (67-7) stayed a game ahead of the
1995-96 Chicago Bulls’ pace during their 72-
10 season. 

The Warriors must go 6-2 over their final
eight games for the record. Draymond
Green had 15 points, 16 rebounds and nine
assists to just miss back-to-back triple-dou-
bles in the Warriors’ 54th straight regular-
season home win and 36th consecutive this
season. Bradley Beal scored 17 for the
Wizards, who lost their fourth straight to
Golden State.

ROCKETS 106, CAVALIERS 100
James Harden scored 27 points and

Houston rallied from a 20-point deficit to
beat Cleveland, which rested LeBron James.
Harden scored 18 points in the fourth quar-
ter and Houston outscored Cleveland 35-16
in the period. Dwight Howard’s free throw
with 2:13 left put Houston ahead 95-94.
Harden’s 3-pointer made it 98-94 before
Kyrie Irving hit a 3-pointer with 1:30 left,

making it a one-point game.
Both teams missed shots on their next

possession, but Trevor Ariza’s 3-pointer from
the corner with 17 seconds left gave
Houston a 101-97 lead. Irving scored 31
points for Cleveland, which fell to 1-3 this
season and 4-13 over the last two when
James doesn’t play.

BULLS 98, PACERS 96
Jimmy Butler made a tiebreaking jumper

with 3.7 seconds left, and Chicago beat
Indiana to snap a four-game losing streak.
Nikola Mirotic scored 28 points as Chicago
(37-37) got back to .500 and pulled within
two games of Indiana for the eighth and final
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.
Mirotic made seven 3 -pointers, his final one
tying it at 96 with 2:19 remaining.

The Pacers missed five shots in the final 2
minutes that would have given them the
lead before the Bulls rebounded Pau Gasol’s
miss with 20 seconds remaining and got the
ball to Butler for his 17-footer from the right
wing. CJ Miles missed a 3-pointer that would
have won it as time expired. Paul George had
20 points and nine rebounds for the Pacers,
while Ian Mahinmi had 18 points and seven
boards. Butler finished with 14 points, and
Gasol added 10 points and 11 rebounds.

PISTONS 88, THUNDER 82
Marcus Morris scored 24 points, and

Detroit took advantage of Kevin Durant’s
absence in a victory over Oklahoma City.
The Thunder rested Durant and Serge
Ibaka, and Oklahoma City was held to only
nine points in the third period en route to
its lowest-scoring game of the season. The
Thunder rallied from a 15-point deficit,
closing the gap to just one in the fourth,
but Detroit was able to hold on late for
another victory in its push for a playoff
spot. The Thunder had their eight-game
winning streak snapped. Russell Westbrook
led Oklahoma City with 24 points on 8-of-
28 shooting. Andre Drummond had 13
points and 15 rebounds for the Pistons, and
Tobias Harris added 17 points.

HORNETS 100, 76ERS 85
Nicolas Batum had 19 points, 12

rebounds and 12 assists for his second
triple-double of the season, leading
Charlotte over Philadelphia. Cody Zeller
added 18 points and 11 boards for
Charlotte, which set a franchise record for
wins in a month with its 13th victory in
March. The Hornets, who entered the game
in sixth place in the Eastern Conference,

also inched closer to clinching their first
playoff spot in two years and just second
postseason berth in the last 13 years.
Charlotte hasn’t won a playoff series,
though, since 2002. The teams both have
off until Friday, when they will play again in
Charlotte for the fourth and final meeting
of the season. Short-handed Philadelphia,
which dressed just 10 players, lost its 10th
straight game and 23rd in the last 24.
Robert Covington had 18 points.

MAGIC 139, NETS 105
Aaron Gordon had 20 points and Elfrid

Payton had 11 points and 12 assists as the
Magic scored a season high in defeating
Brooklyn. Victor Oladipo and Evan Fournier
had their moments and backup center
Dewayne Dedmon,  playing in place of
injured Nikola Vucevic, scored 15 points
The Magic had eight players in double fig-
ures, including backups Andrew Nicholson
with 24 and Jason Smith with 14. The Nets
were led by reserve forward Thomas
Robinson, who scored 18 points, after
being inserted into the starting lineup in
place of Thaddeus Young. Brook Lopez
scored just five points in the first half and
did not play in the second half. — AP 

OAKLAND: JJ Hickson Golden State Warriors’
Stephen Curry (30) scores past Washington Wizards’
Ramon Sessions, right, Marcus Thornton (15) and JJ
Hickson, left, during the second half of an NBA bas-
ketball game. — AP 

Warriors move closer to season wins record


