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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for Planning and Development Hind Al-Subaih, accompanied by members of the tenth GCC forum for social leagues,
held in Kuwait. Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah attended the meeting. — KUNA

SEOUL: Kuwaiti Minister of Education and Minister
of Higher Education Bader Al-Essa met yesterday
with Korean Minister of Education Lee Joon-sik,
discussing bilateral ties. During the meeting, Essa
expressed Kuwait’s keenness to benefit from the
South Korean experience as having one of the best
educational systems in the world.

The two ministers also discussed cooperation
on schools and educational institutions develop-
ment. They also tackled development of educa-
tion in Kuwait through enhanced cooperation
and exchange of educational research, in addi-
tion to training programs to support workers
and researchers in the educational field in order
to develop human resources, noted the minister.
Essa also expressed Kuwait’s hope to allocate

numbers of seats for Kuwaiti students in Korean
universities through a Memorandum of
Understanding between the two countries.

The South Korean Minister meanwhile
stressed importance of cooperation between
the two countries and his country’s readiness to
provide expertise in this regard. He also hoped
to increase the number of scholarships for
Kuwaiti students in South Korea, as well as
increasing the number of seats for Korean stu-
dents in Kuwait University to study the history of
Arab and Islamic civilizations. Later, Essa dis-
cussed means of boosting cooperation in the

fields of education and sciences with a number
of universities in South Korea. One of the main
issues that were touched on was sending
Kuwaiti students on scholarships to South Korea
to complete their education.

The Kuwaiti minister, and his delegation,
toured a number of high schools and universi-
ties in South Korea and got familiarized with the
advanced education processes and systems that
are being followed in the East Asian country.

The Kuwaiti delegation also visited Kookmin
University, one of the country’s leading universi-
ties in technology and computer, where they
discussed the possibility of sending Kuwaiti stu-
dents to finish their post-graduate studies.

Hanyang University, one of the nation’s top

ranking institutions, was one of the educational
institutions that were visited by the Kuwaiti del-
egation. Essa discussed with Hanyang University
President Young Moo Lee means of collabora-
tion in all academic and scientific domains.

In March, Hanyang University announced the
establishment of ‘Kuwait Center,’ which aimed at
transforming the university into a focal point of
academic interaction between South Korea and
the Gulf nations. This initiative was the product of
cooperation with Kuwait Public Authority for
Applied Education (PAAET). Hanyang University,
established in 1939, is the nation’s first engineer-

ing institute. Hanyang University has an alumni
network of 300,000 that is not limited to the field
of engineering but also to other fields. It enrolls
over 2,000 foreign students each year and more
than 3,000 students study abroad annually. 

Hospital tour
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Oil
Anas Al-Saleh paid a visit to Severance Hospital,
one of the oldest and biggest university hospi-
tals in South Korea. The Minister and his accom-
panying delegation, which consisted of Minister
of State for Housing Yasser Abul, Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and Health Ministry
Undersecretary Dr Khaled Al-Sahlawi, toured the
hospital’s various highly advanced departments.

During the tour, Saleh discussed means of
health cooperation and exchange of expertise in
management and treatment, with the hospital’s
director and some senior health staff. They also
tackled the possibility of sending Kuwaiti
patients, of emergency cases, over to the hospi-
tal to receive proper treatment.

Severance Hospital affiliated with Yonsei
University College of Medicine.  It has 3,700 beds,
approximately 3,000,000 outpatients and
1,000,000 inpatients annually. The hospital is part
of the Yonsei University Health System which has
7,000 employees, including 2,000 physicians and
5,000 other personnel. 24,000 students have
graduated from its medical schools.

Construction company
In the meantime, Director General of the

Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW)
Bader Al-Wugayyan signed late Monday a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
South Korea’s Land and Housing Corporation
(LH), to establish a joint construction company.

The signed MoU comes under the agreement
between Kuwait government and the govern-
ment of South Korea, which was signed by Abul
and South Korean Minister of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport Kang Hoin, during
the visit of His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
South Korea, said Wugayyan.

The company’s incorporation procedures will
be taken in accordance with the systems and the
laws in Kuwait, and it will operate in the plan-
ning, design and implementing road construc-
tion works for about 30,000 housing units in
south of Saad Al-Abdullah City, the statement
added. Saad Al-Abdullah city will be the first
smart and environment-friendly city in Kuwait
and in line with international standards.

Joint committee
Separately, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation

(KPC) announced the formation of a Kuwaiti-
South Korean joint committee, tasked with
inspecting investment opportunities in both
countries. The announcement was made in a
meeting of delegations of KPC and South
Korean conglomerate SK Group, which coincid-
ed with His Highness the Prime Minister’s visit to
the South Korean capital, Seoul.

In a press statement, KPC said that the meet-
ing between the company’s delegation, headed
by Minister Saleh, and the SK Group, tackled
ways to boost cooperation between both
nations, particularly, in the investment field.
Moreover, both sides have agreed to form a joint
committee to inspect investment opportunities
in both nations, the statement added. — KUNA

SEOUL: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received
chiefs of SK Group, Hyundai Heavy Industries
and Daewoo EC at his place of residency in the
South Korean Capital of Seoul yesterday. 

The meeting discussed means of coopera-
t ion and exchange of  t ra in ing bet ween
Kuwait and these major industrial companies.
Having cooperation with these companies
comes in line with Kuwait’s vision of 2035
that focuses on creating an inviting environ-
ment  for  investment  that  would,  hence,
diversify Kuwaiti sources of income. Later, His
Highness the Prime Minister also received
head of Kuwaiti-South Korean Friendship
Committee President. —KUNA

Prime Minister receives South
Korean companies’ chiefs

SEOUL: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets
with top chiefs of South Korean companies yesterday. — KUNA 

Kuwait looks to benefit from South
Korea’s educational experience: Minister

Kuwait, South Korea to establish joint construction company

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance and Acting Minister of Oil Anas Al-Saleh visits
Severance Hospital in Seoul.

SEOUL: Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Bader Al-Essa visits a high
school for sciences and technology in Seoul, South Korea yesterday. — KUNA

TOKYO/KUWAIT: Japan-Kuwait Society
Chairman Yasushi Kimurasaid His
Highness the Prime Minister of Kuwait
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah’s upcoming visit to Japan will fur-
ther cement bilateral ties.

“His visit, which followed reciprocal vis-
its by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in 2012 and
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
Kuwait in 2013, will surely play a significant
role in further advancing friendly relation-
ship and building a stronger bond between
the two countries,” Kimura said in an inter-
view with Kuwait News Agency (KUNA).

His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak is
scheduled to arrive in Tokyo today for a
four-day visit, the first since he assumed
the post, during which he will meet with
Emperor Akihito, Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe and other leaders.

Ever since Japan and Kuwait established
diplomatic relations in 1961, the two coun-
tries have steadily deepened friendly rela-
tions. “Japan made a contribution to libera-
tion and reconstruction of Kuwait during
the Gulf War in 1991. After 20 years, this
time, Kuwait offered us substantial support
in the aftermath of the unprecedented
earthquake-tsunami disaster in March 2011
by donating five million barrels of crude oil,”
said Kimura. “Such a mutual assistance can-
not possibly be achieved overnight and it
much owes to longtime amicable relations
cultivated by our predecessors,” he com-
mended firm and longstanding friendly ties
between Japan and Kuwait. “Constant con-
tact and mutual consideration are impor-
tant for cultivating and maintaining friend-
ships, same as people-to-people exchange.”

Kimura, who also serves as Chairman of
Japan’s top oil refiner JX Holdings Inc.,
voiced expectation for a greater economic
and technological partnership between the
two countries, underlining Kuwait’s ambi-
tious Second Five-Year National
Development Plan (2015-2020) launched in
April last year. State Minister of Planning and
Development Hind Al-Subaih visited Japan
in October 2014, and Director-General of the
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion
Authority Sheikh Dr Mishaal Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah came here in March last year, with
both expressing continued expectation for
Japanese firms and technology, which con-
tributed to infrastructure improvement in
Kuwait in the early days.

Foreign investment
The two countries have signed a bilater-

al double-taxation avoidance agreement,
as well as an investment promotion and
protection agreement.  Furthermore,
Kuwait’s Cabinet has resolved the total
abolishment of its offset program that had
long been an obstacle for foreign invest-
ment in Kuwait.  “Kuwait has improved a
favorable investment climate. In the
process of implementing many giant infra-
structural projects, such as water, power
and transportation network listed in the
development plan, I expect that bilateral
economic and technological cooperation
between the two countries will make fur-
ther progress,” Kimura said.

The chairman expressed gratitude to
the Kuwaiti leadership and people for their
heart-warming support and encourage-
ment following the 9.0-magnitude earth-
quake and subsequent tsunami that devas-
tated northeastern region. “Soon after the
disaster, Kuwait announced contribution of
five million barrels of crude oil, which
greatly encouraged the Japanese people. I
was amazed at the scale of the donation
that surpassed Japan’s daily consumption
and valued at some JPY 45 billion ($425
million),” he said.

Kimura also offered appreciation to
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi for his active sup-
port activities to help the disaster-stricken
people. Ambassador Al-Otaibi rushed to
the affected areas immediately after the
catastrophe to deliver food, daily necessi-
ties and school supplies, as well as soccer
balls for children. In addition, the ambassa-
dor also organized and hosted a charity
bazaar at the Embassy, of which proceeds
were donated to the affected areas.

“I was deeply moved by Ambassador’s
words on the arrival of a tanker carrying
the first shipment of the Kuwaiti aid oil,”
said Kimura. In his speech at a commemo-
rative ceremony in October that year, Al-
Otaibi said, “It doesn’t matter what and
how much assistance we provide Japan.
The most important thing is my country’s
solidarity toward Japan and its people.”
Looking back over the past five years,
Kimura shed light on Kuwait’s tremendous
assistance, which he said “deeply engraved
into the heart of Japanese people.

“The generous Kuwaiti aid was effective-
ly utilized for the projects related to post-
disaster reconstruction work, such as the
completed recovery of the Sanriku Railway
and refurbishment of the marine science
museum Aquamarine Fukushima.”

Meanwhile, Kimura renewed Japan-
Kuwait Society’s commitment to continue
to be a bridge of friendship and cultural
exchanges between the two countries.  The
Japan-Kuwait Society, which 18 leading
Japanese companies deeply linked to
Kuwait register as members, marked the
50th anniversary of its foundation last year.
Since its establishment in 1965, the society
has promoted cultural exchanges and
deepened understanding of Kuwait and
Arab-Islam among the Japanese people
through a number of publications, includ-
ing the ‘Danah’ newsletter introducing
Kuwait as well as Arab-Islamic-related
books. Moreover, it regularly offers Arabic
lessons to promote Arabic in Japan.

Economic ties
His Highness the Prime Minister’s forth-

coming visit to Japan is of special impor-
tance. Japan will be the last leg of His
Highness the Premier’s Asian tour that has
included Bangladesh, Vietnam and South
Korea. Bilateral economic ties date back to
1958, when the late Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah granted Arabian Oil
Company, Ltd. oil and gas concessions in the
offshore Neutral Zone (now Divided Zone).

Japan was among the f i rst  wor ld
countries to recognize Kuwait ’s inde-
pendence, through a resolution adopted

by the Japanese cabinet on December 8,
1961. Baghdad soon banned Japanese
goods from Iraqi markets. Japan’s deci-
sion was based on balanced interests,
especially after Tokyo obtained a conces-
sion to manage Kuwait ’s share in the
joint oilfields with Saudi Arabia. The con-
cession ended in 2001.

In February 1962, Kuwait’s first ambassa-
dor to Japan Sulaiman AlSanae arrived in
Tokyo. Then a Japanese embassy was
opened in Kuwait in March 1963. Japanese
teams were in Kuwait since 1961 to study
the Gulf markets. Bilateral trade ties have
flourished the past years, as Japan is
among the major importers of Kuwait’s oil,
at the time when the Japanese products
flowed into the Kuwaiti markets.

Iraqi Invasion
In the aftermath of the Iraqi brutal inva-

sion in 1990, Japan backed Kuwait’s right
and resolutions of international legitimacy.
It condemned the Iraqi occupation of
Kuwait, providing $13 billion for efforts to
liberate it. Japan committed itself to the
UNSC resolutions of economic boycotting
of Iraq, despite the huge losses of the
Japanese companies as a result.

Following the destructive quake that hit
the Pacific coast of Japan’s Fukushima pre-
fecture in 2011, followed by a Tsunami,
Kuwait offered the country 5 million oil bar-
rels, worth $500 million, as aid.  In addition,
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah offered $3 million
for the rehabilitation of the marine science
in Fukushima, besides $2 million for the
Japanese Red Cross Society. The year 1995
is considered a significant one for bilateral
relations, as Japanese Crown Prince
Naruhito and Crown Princess Masako visit-
ed Kuwait in January of the year.

During the visit, late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah awarded the Crown
Prince the Mubarak Al-Kabeer medal,
Kuwait’s highest honorary one, in apprecia-
tion of Japan’s support to the country
throughout the Iraqi invasion.

Then Sheikh Jaber visited Tokyo in
October 1995 to express appreciation over
Japan’s role in the Liberation. The two coun-
tries share views toward the international
issues and this was manifested in several
major votes at the UNSC. On the economic
level, Kuwait always views Japan a distin-
guished partner, seeking to enhance bilat-
eral trade and investments. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait Ghulam Dastgir visited Kuwait Times
yesterday and discussed matters of mutual concern with Editor-In-Chief Abd Al-
Rahman Al-Alyan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

PM’s visit to Japan to further
cement ties: Society Chairman
Distinguished ties go back over half century

Yasushi Kimura


