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KUWAIT: The National Assembly has
unanimously agreed during a session
yesterday to enact a law on copyright
ownership, and to refer it to the govern-
ment. Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
thanked the parliament for its agreement
to approve the law, saying it will help
showcase Kuwait ’s civil and cultural
image. “Kuwait has now joined a series of
regional and international agreements on
the rights of intellectual ownership,” an
explanatory note to the law said.

Moreover, the note explained that the
law covers 45 items and encompasses “all
literary, artistic and scientific works irre-
spective of its form.” Meanwhile, the note
clarified that there are cases where the law
is not applicable, such as national folklore,
which is owned, sponsored and supported
by the nation. The note also explained that
the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL) has the right to claim a lit-
erary work in the event of the death of the
author of the work. The law also supports
full legal action in cases dealing with copy-
right infringement. — KUNA

Parliament agrees to enact
copyright ownership law

KUWAIT: (From left) Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah, Information Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Justice
Minister Yaqoub Al-Sane and Electricity and Water Minister Ahmad Al-Jassar attend a
parliament session yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah yes-
terday met a delegation from the Oil and
Petrochemical Industries Workers
Confederation (OPIWC) headed by Chairman
Saif Al-Qahtani. The delegation also included
Mohammad Al-Hajri, Chairman of Kuwait
National Petroleum Company’s (KNPC) work-
ers syndicate and Anas Al-Marzouq, Chairman
of Kuwait Oil Company’s (KOC) workers syndi-
cate. The meeting, which was held at the
Cabinet’s general secretariat office, was dedi-
cated to discussing OPIWC demands. Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Abdullah chairs a ministerial
committee formed by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah to
study oil sector employees’ demands. Oil
workers staged a strike for a few days last
month in protest against alleged government
plans to cut their benefits.

Energy consumption
Participants at a seminar titled ‘Electricity

Fares: Between Efficiency and Rationalization’
held at the Kuwait Engineers Association
stressed the necessity to use modern and
smart technology and renewable energy
applications in generating and distributing
electricity. “We need to create communal
awareness of increasing electricity and water
consumption tariffs, especially since the proj-
ect excludes citizens,” they said. 

Member of the association’s energy com-
mittee Salem Al-Ajmi said that the aim of

holding the seminar was to increase aware-
ness regarding the importance of cutting
water and electricity consumption rates. The
association’s chairman Saad Al-Muhailbi
stressed the need of practical scientific solu-
tions regardless of any political effects of the
price increase decision. 

Member Nasser Al-Zamanan made a pres-
entation about the reasons behind the deci-
sion, noting that exempting citizens’ houses
was a political solution because they were
only 40 percent of the consumers. He also
noted that the new tariff increases included
both water and electricity because water was
not less important. “Water prices will be
increased more than those of electricity,” he
underlined, pointing that the smart gauges
MEW intends to install must be two-way to
allow citizens who use renewable energy
sources like solar power to provide the main
grid with excess power beyond their con-
sumption. 

Health services
The Ministry of Health’s (MoH) Acting

Undersecretary Dr Jamal Al-Harbi stressed
the ministry’s keenness to develop health
services according to the highest levels and
international standards. He said that the
ministry strives to provide utmost safety
and security for patients ‘as an integral part
of the ministry’s general development plan.’
Harbi was speaking to reporters yesterday
on the sidelines of an event held to inaugu-
rate the ministry’s engineering and projects
affairs sector’s first exhibition. Harbi said

that the aim of the exhibition is to present
brief reviews of health projects carried out
by the ministry including new hospitals
and their bed capacity. “Jaber Hospital will
provide 1,196 beds, Adan Hospital has 637
beds, Jahra Hospital has 955 beds, the new
Amiri Hospital has 415 beds, the new Sabah
Hospital has 617 beds, KCCC has 618 beds,
the new Razi  Hospital  has 240 and the
infectious diseases hospital has 224 beds,”
he explained, adding that each hospital
would be equipped with an air ambulance
helipad while Jaber Hospital would have
more than one. 

Minister, unionists discuss
oil workers’ demands

Cabinet Affairs Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah

Draft law to enshrine out of
court settlements: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Justice, Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Yaqoub Al-Sane said his min-
istry is working on a draft law
enshrining the idea of settle-
ments out of court in civil
and commercial lawsuits.
Speaking at the opening of
the third annual conference
on issues of the law organ-
ized by the Kuwait
International Law College,
the minister said the confer-
ence will deal over a two-day
period with, among other
things, corporate gover-
nance and Islamic funding,
both of which are closely
associated with corporate
investment activities. Experts
in law and economics will proffer their
research papers and ideas dealing with the

theme of the conference Globalization and
Organizing Capital Markets, said the minis-

ter. Dean of the Kuwait
International Law College, Dr
Mohammad Al-Moqatea,
indicated at today’s opening
of the conference that it pro-
vides a platform for dis-
cussing scientific papers,
among this year’s collection
of papers dealing with the
nexus between the law and
economic issues. He said up
to 80 researchers and
experts from 14 universities
and countries are participat-
ing in this year’s conference,
noting that Kuwait
International Law College

has a staff of 85 teachers and a student
body reaching 1,600 students. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: A total of 2,437 people died in traffic
accidents in five years, ending 26th April 2016,
the Ministry of Interior (MoI) has announced. In a
statistical report, the MoI stated yesterday that
the number of road deaths have dropped from
493 in 2011 and 461 in 2014 to 429 in 2015. The
data also showed that the number of traffic
fatalities reached 454 in 2012 compared with
445 in 2013.

Some 155 people died in road accidents in
the first four months of the year, exactly till April
26th, 2016, noted the report. It stated that the
highest number of fatalities recorded this year in
Al-Ahmadi Governorate, 53 cases; followed by
Jahra 52 cases; Hawally 20 cases; Farwaniya 13
cases; the Capital 12 cases and Mubarak Al-
Kaber only five cases. 

In 2015, Al-Ahmadi Governorate also topped
the list with 167 deaths, followed by Jahra with
122 cases; Al-Farwaniyah with 54 cases; Hawally
31 cases; Mubarak Al-Kabir with 28 cases; and
the Capital 27.

About the age group of the victims, the

report revealed that that youth, aged between
21-30 years, recorded the highest percentage of
deaths in 2015 nearly 119 cases out of
429.Moreover, 90 victims belong to the age
group of 31-40 years, 73 to the 41-50 age group;
40 to the 51-60 years age group; 25 cases to the
plus-61 age group. 19 cases aged between 11-10
and 60 cases for 11-20 age group in addition to 3
unknown cases, clarified the report.

Data also showed that 80,827 accidents were
registered in 2015. The cause of 95 percent of
these accidents was lack of due attention while
driving, stated the report. Surprisingly, exceed-
ing speed limits was blamed for a small fraction
of the deaths in 2015, only 0.46 percent.

The report added that 6,338,066 traffic viola-
tions were registered in 2015, including
3,523,241 over-speed violations; 1.1 million park-
ing violations; 533,931 driving licenses-related
violations; 363,584 red light jumping and
205,872 safety measures violations.

Acting Director of the Criminal Affairs
Department at the Ministry of Interior Brigadier

Hamad Al-Enezi said that the main cause of the
accidents was the use of smart phones and oth-
er electronic devices during driving. Enezi
urged drivers to concentrate while driving and
to abide by traffic laws and regulations for their
safety. — KUNA
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Nearly 500 people a year die
in Kuwait traffic accidents

More than 80,000 accidents in 2015

Man gets jail sentence for
KD 200,000 in fake dinars

DUBAI: Two hundred thousand fake
Kuwaiti dinars was discovered on a man
visiting Dubai on a tourist visa. The man,
from Singapore, has been sentenced to one
year in jail  after being arrested last
November following a tip-off to police.
Dubai Criminal Court sentenced the man to

the jail term of 12 months, a Dh 10,000 (KD
820) fine and deportation.  

The man claimed he planned to give the
fake Kuwaiti currency to a contact in Dubai
in exchange for $10,000. He reportedly
brought the money from Bangkok, report-
ed The National.

KUWAIT: Commander of Support at Kuwait National Guard (KNG) Brigadier Staff Talal Al-Qadeeri attended a graduation ceremony officers serv-
ing at KNG’s Fire Station. Major General Khalid Al-Tarkeet, Deputy General Director for Human Development at Kuwait Fire Services Directorate
(KFSD) attended the event. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah received former Sudanese President Field Marshal Abdel Rahman
Suwar al-Dahab yesterday. Deputy National Assembly Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainij
was present at the meeting. Meanwhile, Speaker of National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanem received the Sudanese guest, in presence of Khurainij, MP Jamal Al-Omar,
and Sudanís ambassador to Kuwait Mohi Al-Deen Salim Ahmed. — KUNA


