
WASHINGTON: In a moment seven
decades in the making, President Barack
Obama this month will become the first
sitting American president to visit
Hiroshima, where the US dropped an
atomic bomb during World War II, deci-
mating a city and exploding the world
into the Atomic Age.

Obama will visit the site with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
during a previously scheduled trip to
Japan, the White House announced yes-
terday. The president intends to “high-
light his continued commitment to pur-
suing the peace and security of a world
without nuclear weapons,” White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said.

Obama will not apologize for the
bombing, the White House made clear.
And Abe said none was expected nor
necessary, suggesting the visit itself
would send a powerful message. “The
prime minister of the world’s only nation
to have suffered atomic attacks, and the
leader of the world’s only nation to have
used the atomic weapons at war will
together pay respects for the victims,”
Abe told reporters late yesterday. “I
believe that would be a way to respond
to the victims of the atomic bombings
and the survivors who are still in pain.”

Widely anticipated 
The president’s visit has been widely

anticipated since US Secretary of State
John Kerry ’s trip to the Hiroshima

memorial in April. Kerry toured the
peace museum with other foreign minis-
ters of the Group of Seven industrialized
nations and participated in an annual
memorial service just steps from the
site’s ground zero.

Hiroshima Mayor Kazumi Matsui
praised Obama’s plan to visit as a “bold
decision based on conscience and
rationality,” adding that he hopes
Obama will have a chance to hear the
survivors’ stories. He also expressed
hope the visit would be “a historic first
step toward an international effort
toward abolishing nuclear weapons,
which is a wish of all mankind.”

The US attack on Hiroshima on Aug
6, 1945, in the final days of World War II,
killed 140,000 people and badly burned
many thousands more. While it scarred a
generation of Japanese, both physically
and mentally, many Americans believe
the bombing, along with another Aug. 9
on the city of Nagasaki, hastened the
end of the war and saved countless oth-
er lives. Japan announced it would sur-
render on Aug 15.

Risky move 
Diverging views about an act that

forever changed war have made a visit
from a sitting US president a delicate
and arguably politically risky move.
Former President Jimmy Carter did visit,
in 1984, three years after he left office. It
took 65 years for a US ambassador to

attend the annual memorial service. In
the US, officials remain wary that a presi-
dential visit could be perceived as an
apology for an act believed to have
saved American lives.

Sunao Tsuboi, 91, a survivor of the
bombing and head of a survivors’ group
in the western Japanese city, welcomed
the decision. “The day has finally come,”
Tsuboi told Japan’s NHK national televi-
sion. “We are not asking for an apology,”
Tsuboi said. “All we want is to see him
lay flowers at the peace park and lower
his head in silence. This would be a first
step toward abolishing nuclear
weapons.”

Nagasaki Mayor Tomihisa Taue said
he respected Obama for what he saw as
a tough decision. “I expect that the pres-
ident will send a powerful message, in
his own words, toward achieving a
world without nuclear weapons,” Taue
said in a statement.

Kevin Martin, president of Peace
Action, a US-based group, said Obama
should use the visit to announce specific
steps to “bring the world closer to being
free of nuclear weapons,” such as reduc-
ing the number of nuclear warheads in
reserve. “Obama will look insincere if his
words espouse ridding the world of
nuclear weapons while at the same time
his administration continues its plan to
spend a trillion dollars over 30 years to
upgrade nuclear weapons,” Martin said
in a statement.

Early in his presidency, Obama said he
would be honored to make the trip, and
the White House has said it often consid-

ered a visit on previous trips to Asia. It
has not explained why a visit there has
never come together. Asked last week

whether the president believes an apolo-
gy is warranted, Earnest was direct: “No,
he does not.” — AP 
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HIROSHIMA: In this April 11, 2016, file photo, US Secretary of State John Kerry (fourth from left) puts his arm around Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida after they and fellow G7 foreign ministers laid
wreaths at the cenotaph at Hiroshima Peace Memorial. — AP 
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Obama to pay historic visit to Hiroshima 
President will not apologize for the bombing 

GRAFING: A mentally disturbed German
man carrying a survival knife yesterday
stabbed to death one person and
slashed three others in a bloody dawn
attack at a railway station. The assault ini-
tially sparked fears of a jihadist attack
because the 27-year-old had yelled
“Allahu akbar” (God is greatest) and
threatened to kill “non-believers”.

However, police said the man-named
locally as Paul H.-appeared incoherent
and may be sent to a psychiatric hospital,
while stressing he had no known links to
Islamist militant groups. “He’s a crazed
psychopath,” one police investigator told
AFP, speaking on condition of anonymi-
ty. The man, who had spent the night
outside Munich railway station, launched
his apparently random knifing spree
around 5:00 am (0300 GMT) in the small
town of Grafing, 30 kilometers east of the
Bavarian state capital.

In the attack, he stabbed one man on
the platform, another on a stopped
train, then ran outside the station to
slash two more men on bicycles. One
victim, a 56-year-old man, died of his
injuries in hospital. A 58-year-old man
was badly injured, while two other men
aged 43 and 55 suffered non-life threat-
ening injuries.

The assailant, an unmarried carpenter
who had been on unemployment bene-

fits for the past two years, acted alone,
said Bavaria state police deputy chief
Petra Sandles. “We have no information
to suggest he was part of an Islamist net-
work,” she told a press conference,
adding that he was also not known to
domestic security agencies.

The detainee “appeared to be in a
rather confused mental state,” added a
police spokesman, saying the suspect
had briefly been in psychiatric care the
previous day after coming to the atten-
tion of police in central Hesse state.

Before the attack, the man, who
apparently had a history of drug abuse,
had taken off his shoes because he
believed them to be infested with bugs
which he blamed for the blisters on his
feet. “The fact that he yelled ‘Allahu
akbar’ was reported by a witness and by
the assailant himself... and the phrase...
‘you non-believers, you must die’ was
also heard by a witness,” he said.
Prosecutors office spokesman Ken
Heidenreich said it was not yet clear
whether the suspect would be detained
in a jail cell or a psychiatric hospital.

Jihadist threats 
In Grafing, bloody footprints could be

seen on the platform where police foren-
sic officers in white plastic suits were
gathering evidence at the cordoned-off

railway station. Town mayor Angelika
Obermayr expressed shock at the crime
in the sleepy town of 13,000 people. “We
are an absolutely peaceful Bavarian small
town in the greater Munich region,” she
said on NTV. “Something like this is
absolutely new and has deeply shocked
the people here who only know things
like that from television.

“That something like that happened
here is absolutely unbelievable.” The vio-
lence came at a time of heightened pub-
lic fears about jihadist attacks. Last
August, the Islamic State group threat-
ened Germany with attacks in an online
execution video. In the rare German-lan-
guage video, two jihadists urged their
“brothers and sisters” in Germany and
Austria to commit attacks against “unbe-
lievers” at home.

Since then Germany has seen two
knife assaults blamed on Islamists. In
February a 15-year-old girl identified as
Safia S. stabbed a policeman in the neck
with a kitchen knife at Hanover train sta-
tion in what prosecutors later said was
an IS-inspired attack. Last September, a
41-year-old Iraqi man identified as Rafik
Y. who had previously been jailed for
membership of a banned Islamist group
stabbed and seriously wounded a police-
woman in Berlin before another officer
shot him dead. — AFP 
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