
OKLAHOMA CITY: Tornadoes
destroyed homes, overturned vehi-
cles and stripped the bark from trees
as they churned across Oklahoma,
part of a strong series of storms that
hit the Plains. At least two people
died Monday in weather so violent
that forecasters declared a “tornado
emergency” for communities in the
path of one of the twisters. The Storm
Prediction Center said 23 tornadoes
were reported across five states.

“You are in a life-threatening situa-
tion,” forecasters declared while warn-
ing the communities of Roff, popula-
tion 725, and Hickory, population 71,
which were ultimately spared major
damage. “Flying debris will be deadly
to those caught without shelter.”

Dana Lance was driving through
the community of Roff, about 85
miles southeast of Oklahoma City, on
her way home from work Monday
when the skies grew ominous, sirens
wailed and forecasters on the radio
told people to take cover. “I parked
and went into the school, which has a
safe room,” Lance said. “There were
kids and elderly people, dogs and
cats, babies. It was like the whole
town was there.”

In nearby Murray County, where
Hickory is located, emergency man-
agement director Gary Ligon said one
person was injured. Garvin County
officials said a man believed to be in
his upper 70s died when another tor-

nado hit a home near Wynnewood,
south of Oklahoma City. That storm,
caught on video by several storm
chasers, appeared white against the
dark clouds of a supercell storm. In
Johnston County, the sheriff’s office
said a man was killed by a tornado
near Connerville.

‘We’re really lucky’ 
The Oklahoma Office of

Emergency Management reported
the storms destroyed a radio station
building in Coal County and an unde-
termined number of homes in Murray,
Garvin and Johnston counties.

The bad weather should settle
Tuesday in the Ohio and Tennessee
valleys, where hail, strong winds and
tornadoes are possible. A separate
system is poised to move through
north Texas, including the Dallas-Fort
Worth area. In all, about 44 million
people live in areas that could see
storms Tuesday, the Storm Prediction
Center said.

Another storm system should bring
storms to the area from north Texas to
near St Louis on Wednesday. In Hugo,
Oklahoma, near the Red River, Charles
Webb piled one of his dogs and one of
his cats in the laundry room Monday
and hunkered down as the storm
came over his house, clipping trees
and spinning up debris. Webb said he
emerged from his home minutes later
to see blue skies.

“We’re real lucky, but we’ve been
lucky for a lot of years, fortunately,”
Webb said Monday. In the rolling hills
between Oklahoma City and Dallas,
the Oklahoma Highway Patrol closed
Interstate 35 near Wynnewood for 15
minutes Monday so the storm could
pass. Jessica Randolph, a cashier at
the Love’s Travel Stop in Pauls Valley,
Oklahoma, said the tornado came so
close that managers ordered employ-
ees and customers to take shelter.

“ They put us in the showers,”
Randolph said. “I drove in when all of
that was going on. All we had was
pea-sized hail.” Despite the danger,
Randolph said she has seen severe
weather before and wasn’t frightened
by the experience. “Not for me. I’m
used to it,” she said.

The National Weather Service said
a tornado touched down in central
Iowa, with no immediate reports of
damage, and another hit near
Nehawka, Nebraska, about 30 miles
south of Omaha. Massive hail fell in
parts of Lincoln, damaging cars and
other property.

Sandy Weyers, the director of the
Cass County Emergency Management
office, said a homeowner didn’t make
it inside by the time the tornado
arrived so he grabbed onto a tree and
“rode it out.” Weyers said the man suf-
fered only cuts and scrapes, while the
home was a total loss after the roof
and four outer walls gave way. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: Congressional Republicans are
returning to Capitol Hill to confront an awkward
new reality: Donald Trump is their presumptive
presidential nominee, but instead of uniting
behind him, leading figures like House Speaker
Paul Ryan are withholding their support.

That highly unusual state of affairs is creating
a tricky situation for Republicans in the House
and Senate, some of whom fear Trump could
prove a drag on their own re-election chances in
a year when the GOP is fighting to hang onto its
slim Senate majority.

“He’s our nominee and there’s no reason for
me not to be happy about it,” asserted South
Carolina Sen. Tim Scott, who is up for re-elec-
tion. Asked if he could say he’s endorsing Trump,
Scott replied: “I can say that that’s a ridiculous
question. Obviously if I’m endorsing the nomi-
nee I’m endorsing the candidate, right?”

Yet the question might not be so ridiculous in
an election year where the GOP has been set
against itself, perhaps irrevocably, by a divisive
billionaire who spent years as a registered
Democrat and has managed to insult women,
Hispanics, disabled people and others. Many
leading Republicans can bring themselves to
support Trump only reluctantly, if at all. And that
posture is irritating to others in the party who
insist that it’s time for the GOP to get behind
Trump and start preparing for a likely contest
against Democrat Hillary Clinton in November.

“They have to just kind of get it through their
heads that he’s our nominee,” Sen. James Inhofe
of Oklahoma said as lawmakers returned to
Washington Monday from a weeklong recess
that saw Trump effectively clinch the nomina-
tion. Trump will meet tomorrow with Ryan,
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, who
has offered his guarded support, and other GOP
leaders in the House and Senate.

Stunning decision 
Ahead of the meeting, Ryan struck a concilia-

tory tone in interviews with home-state
reporters Monday, while defending his stunning
decision to refuse to back Trump. Ryan
denounced the idea of any Republican launch-
ing a third-party or independent candidacy to
challenge Trump, telling the Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel it “would be a disaster for our party.”

And Ryan said he’d step aside from the House
speaker’s traditional role as chairman of the
Republican National Convention if Trump wants
him to, a scenario that Trump left open over the
weekend. “He’s the nominee. I’ll do whatever he
wants in respect to the convention,” Ryan said,
insisting that the party must strive to unify, and
Trump must lead the effort.

Trump himself shrugged off the need for uni-
ty. “I think this is a time for unity. And if there’s

not going to be unity, I think that’s OK, too,”
Trump said on Fox Business Network. “I mean, I’ll
go out and I think I’ll do very well. I think I’m
going to win the race either way.”

But Ryan’s reluctance seemed to embolden
others to withhold their support. Pennsylvania
Sen Pat Toomey, one of the most endangered
Senate Republicans, wrote an opinion piece in
The Philadelphia Inquirer drawing back from his
long-stated intent to back the GOP nominee.
“His vulgarity, particularly toward women, is
appalling. His lack of appreciation for constitu-
tional limits on executive powers is deeply con-
cerning. ... In short, I find his candidacy highly
problematic,” Toomey wrote of Trump. “There
could come a point at which the differences are
so great as to be irreconcilable.”

‘Unite the party’ 
Sen Steve Daines of Montana said Monday

of Trump: “I want to see him lead and unite the
party and the nation,” but wouldn’t endorse
him. Even in the House, where Republicans
command the largest majority in decades and
are unlikely to lose control, vulnerable mem-
bers are visibly nervous. Several newly elected

lawmakers who could face diff iculty in
November,  including Mar tha McSally of
Arizona,  Wil l  Hurd of Texas and Barbara
Comstock of Virginia, have told local publica-
tions they are not ready to back Trump.

“Donald Trump has a great deal of work to do
to convince many Americans, including myself,
that he’s prepared and able to lead this great
country,” said Rep. Charlie Dent, R-Pa., another
congressman from a closely divided district.

Ever confident, Trump announced that New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, a former foe but now
an enthusiastic supporter, would head his transi-
tion team as he heads for the White House if he
wins the election. Another former opponent,
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, who’s been men-
tioned by Trump as a potential vice presidential
pick, issued a statement saying he wasn’t inter-
ested because Trump “will be best served by a
running mate and by surrogates who fully
embrace his campaign.” Ben Carson is another
former opponent who’s now backing Trump and
positioning himself as an emissary; Ryan’s office
confirmed that Carson has requested to meet
with Ryan ahead of the Trump meeting, a move
first reported in The Washington Post. — AP 

LYNDEN: In this May 7, 2016 file photo, Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump speaks at a rally. — AP 

WEST VIRGINIA: Bernie Sanders has
another chance to slow Hillary Clinton’s
march to the Democratic presidential
nomination as West Virginians vote in
their state’s primary, a week after
Donald Trump became the presump-
tive Republican nominee.

Clinton, a former secretary of state
and US senator from New York, has a
commanding lead in the pledged dele-
gates needed to clinch her party’s nom-
ination for the Nov 8 election to suc-
ceed Democratic President Barack
Obama. The outcome in West Virginia,
where only 29 delegates are at stake
and opinion polls show Sanders with a
slight lead, is unlikely to alter the
course of the Democratic race.

But Clinton’s battle with Sanders,
who defied pollsters to win in Indiana
last week, has become a source of
gloating for Trump. The New York real
estate developer has taunted Clinton
in recent days by saying she “can’t
close the deal” with Sanders, her only
rival since Feb 1. Clinton has said she
will ignore Trump’s personal insults
and instead criticize his policy pro-
nouncements.

Clinton apologized in West Virginia
last week after being confronted by
angry voters for her remark in March

that she would “put a lot of coal miners
and coal companies out of business”
with her plans to increase renewable
energy sources. She said her comment
had been taken out of context and that
she wanted to help retrain people who
worked in the industry, one of the
state’s biggest employers.

Sanders, a US senator from Vermont,
has reminded his supporters at crowd-
ed rallies that most polls show him
beating Trump by a larger margin than
does Clinton. A win would bolster his
decision to keep fighting for votes
through June 7, when nearly 700 dele-
gates are at stake, including 475 in
California where Sanders is now focus-
ing his efforts.

Sanders, who has been embraced in
particular by younger, more left-lean-
ing Democratic voters, has vowed to
take his campaign to the party’s nomi-
nating convention in Philadelphia at
the end of July, and wants a say in
shaping the party’s platform. Although
Trump is the last man standing in what
was once a 17-candidate Republican
field, Republican voters in West Virginia
and Nebraska will get a chance to regis-
ter their preferences, with the names of
most of his vanquished rivals sti l l
appearing on ballots. — Reuters 
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OKLAHOMA: A tornado rips through a residential area after touching down south of Wynnewood. — AFP

FAIRFAX: Democratic Presidential Candidate Hillary Clinton reacts as a 3-
year-old presents her with her artwork at Lee Highway KinderCare. — AP


