
MILAN: Silvio Berlusconi’s holding company Fininvest has agreed to negotiate
exclusively with a group of Chinese investors for the possible sale of a stake in
AC Milan.  Without naming the Chinese investors, a statement on Milan’s web-
site yesterday said that a “memorandum of understanding” had been signed
between the parties to open the negotiations.  The exclusive negotiating deal
will last for 45 days, and a 500 million euro ($570 million) offer for 70 percent
of Milan is being discussed, the Gazzetta dello Sport reported. The
79-year-old Berlusconi has discussed selling Milan with several
parties recently. Last year, he came close to selling a 48 percent
stake in the club to a Thai investor, Bee Taechaubol. With the
Serie A season ending this weekend, Milan is languishing in sev-
enth place.  Berlusconi took over Milan in February
1986 and presided over its most successful era as the
team won 28 trophies, including eight Serie A titles
and five European Cups. However, Milan’s form has
dipped in recent years and the Rossoneri have not won
Serie A since 2011. Unless Milan passes sixth-place
Sassuolo this weekend, the squad will fail to qualify for
Europe for a third consecutive year.—AP 
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LONDON: Defender John Terry is fit enough to continue at
the highest level, Chelsea interim manager Guus Hiddink said
amid growing uncertainty surrounding his captain’s future.
The 35-year-old’s illustrious Chelsea career appears to be
nearing an end as his contract expires at the end of the sea-
son and he is yet to be offered a new deal. Terry could have
made his last appearance for the London club as he will be
suspended for the final two Premier League games of the sea-
son after he was sent off in Chelsea’s 3-2 loss at Sunderland on
Saturday. “When I make a judgment on how he plays and his
fitness he is able to continue,” Hiddink told reporters. “(But the
decision is) up to the club and not for me to make declara-
tions on that.” Fan favorite Terry, who made his senior debut in
1998, is Chelsea’s most successful captain, having led them to
four league titles, four FA Cups, three League Cups and one
Champions League crown since 2004. Terry has previously
suggested that he may not retire at Chelsea, but Hiddink
called for more transparency from the club’s hierarchy regard-
ing the situation.—Reuters
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ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia have appointed former striker Gebremedhin Haile as
national coach in the hope he can salvage their faint chances of qualifying for
the finals of the African Nations Cup next year. Ethiopia, nicknamed the Walyas
after a native antelope, dismissed Yohannes Sahile last week after conceding 10
goals in two consecutive qualifiers against Algeria. They lie second in Group J,
five points behind Algeria. Gebremedhin, previously manager of Ethiopian
Premier League side Defense Forces, signed a five-month deal on Tuesday and

needs to ensure maximum points against Lesotho and Seychelles in
June and September to hold on to what the Ethiopian Football

Federation described as a “mathematical chance” of qualifying.
Besides hosts Gabon, 15 other teams will go through to the
finals from 13 groups. As a forward, Gebremedhin led the
Walyas in 1987 to their first victory in the CECAFA Cup of east

and central African nations. After sealing a spot in the
2013 Nations Cup, their first in three decades, Ethiopia

came within two matches of a first-ever World Cup
appearance in Brazil two years ago, but their form

has since slumped.—Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Moments after Bryce Harper
was ejected from the dugout, pinch hitter
Clint Robinson hit a game-ending homer to
give the Washington Nationals a 5-4 come-
back victory over the Detroit Tigers on
Monday night. As he joined his teammates in
racing to the plate to greet Robinson for a cel-
ebration, Harper yelled something in the
direction of umpire Brian Knight. Knight
pointed toward the dugout and signaled
Harper ’s ejection after the batter before
Robinson, Danny Espinosa, was called out on
strikes. Then Robinson connected with a 1-0
pitch from Mark Lowe (1-2).

YANKEES 6, ROYALS 3
Carlos Beltran hit two of New York’s five

solo homers in the first three innings off an
ineffective Chris Young, and Aroldis Chapman
allowed a run in his Yankees debut before
closing out a victory over the slumping
Royals. Brian McCann, Brett Gardner and
Aaron Hicks also went deep to help the
Yankees win the opener of a four-game series
against the defending World Series champi-
ons. Alex Gordon and Eric Hosmer homered
for the Royals, who have lost 10 of 13. Ivan
Nova gave the Yankees a good effort in his
first start of the season, pitching in place of
injured lefty CC Sabathia. Nova was pulled
after 81 pitches - one out short of qualifying
for a win - but New York’s fortified bullpen
held Kansas City at bay.

RED SOX 14, ATHLETICS 7
Jackie Bradley Jr extended his career-high

hitting streak to 15 games with a two-run
single in Boston’s six-run fourth and added a
grand slam two innings later, carrying the
Red Sox over the struggling Athletics. Brock
Holt hit a two-run homer, and David Ortiz
had three hits and two RBIs for Boston,
which has won seven of its last 10 games.
Khris Davis hit his seventh homer and drove
in two runs for Oakland, which has lost 12 of
16 and fell to 1-7 this month. Josh Reddick’s
club-record streak of hits in eight consecu-
tive at-bats was stopped when he grounded
out his first time up.

MARLINS 4, BREWERS 1
Jose Fernandez pitched well enough to

overcome a teammate’s home run that was
negated due to a baserunning blunder, and
the Marlins beat the Brewers. Fernandez (4-
2) allowed four hits and pitched around
four walks in seven shutout innings, his
longest start this season. He improved to
20-1 at Marlins Park. With the game score-
less in the second inning, a home run by JT
Realmuto was negated when he passed
teammate Marcell Ozuna after rounding
first base, costing Miami a run. Realmuto’s
hit struck the home run sculpture in center
field. Ozuna, who was on first base, mis-
judged the fly and retreated to first, and
Realmuto trotted past him.

REDS 3, PIRATES 2
Tucker Barnhart hit the last of Cincinnati’s

three solo homers off Jonathon Niese, and
Reds relievers threw three scoreless innings -
a rarity for the major leagues’ worst bullpen -
to close out a victory over the Pirates. Zack
Cozart, Joey Votto and Barnhart connected
off  Jonathon Niese (3-2),  with al l  three
homers barely reaching the stands in left
field. Barnhart’s tiebreaking homer in the sev-
enth was upheld on review. Barnhart’s first
homer since last May 27 ended the seventh-
longest active streak without a homer in the
major leagues - 270 at-bats. It was the first
time this season that Niese allowed three
homers in a game.

ASTROS 7, INDIANS 1
Jose Altuve had three RBIs and Colby

Rasmus added two as the Astros jumped on
Corey Kluber for five runs in the third and
cruised to a win over the Indians. Altuve drove
in two with a double in the third and Rasmus
had a two-run single later in the inning to
make it 4-0. Kluber (2-4), coming off the sec-
ond shutout of his career in his last outing
against the Tigers, was chased after just 2 2/3
innings. He entered with a 1.48 ERA in five
career appearances against the Astros, and
had allowed just five earned runs in 30 1/3
innings against them. On Monday he gave up
five hits and five runs in his first loss since
April 17. Houston starter Mike Fiers (3-1)
allowed season lows of one run and three hits
in seven innings for his third straight win.

WHITE SOX 8, RANGERS 4, 12 innings
Todd Frazier hit a tiebreaking grand slam

in the 12th inning for his second homer of
the game, powering the White Sox over the
Rangers. Frazier had four hits and a career-
high six RBIs to help the White Sox win after
the bullpen blew leads in the eighth and
ninth innings despite a majors-leading 1.82
ERA coming in. Last year’s All-Star home run
derby winner in front of the home crowd in
Cincinnati ,  Frazier  has 10 homers with
Chicago after an offseason trade. His go-
ahead blast to left came off left-hander
Cesar  R amos (0-2) .  Dan Jennings (1-0)
pitched a scoreless 10th and 11th as the
White Sox won their fourth straight in a
series opener between teams coming off
three-game sweeps.

DIAMONDBACKS 10, ROCKIES 5
Jake Lamb homered, tripled and drove in

four runs, Jean Segura also went deep and the
Diamondbacks beat the Rockies.  Archie

Bradley (1-0) shook off a rough start to pitch
six innings and get the win the same day he
was recalled from Triple-A Reno. The win was
the Diamondbacks’ fourth straight and ended
a four-game skid to Colorado.  The Rockies
took two out of three in Arizona to start the
season and then swept the Diamondbacks at
Chase Field at the end of April. All it took was
a change of venue and some power to turn
things around against Colorado and Tyler
Chatwood (4-3), who gave up six runs and
seven hits in seven innings.

MARIENRS 5, RAYS 2
Ketel Marte hit a tiebreaking three-run

homer off Steve Geltz and had a career-high
four hits to lead the Mariners to a victory over
the Rays. Felix Hernandez (3-2) allowed just
two runs on four hits over seven innings to
pick up the win. Steve Cishek earned his 10th
save of the season. Dana Eveland (0-1) was
saddled with the loss. Marte went 4 for 5 with
two doubles,  three RBIs and three runs
scored. With the game tied at 2 in the sixth
inning, Marte hammered the first offering
from reliever Geltz over the right field wall to
give the Mariners a 5-2 cushion.

METS 4, DODGERS 2
Steven Matz won his fifth straight start,

Curtis Granderson homered on the first pitch
of the game, and Kevin Plawecki also went

deep to lead the Mets over the Dodgers in
their first meeting since last year’s NL Division
Series. Matz (5-1) allowed two runs and six
hits in six innings and struck out five in the
opener of a four game series. Matz served up
a two-run homer to Trayce Thompson in the
fourth after he was staked to a 3-0 lead, but
the left-hander helped himself out in the sixth
with an RBI double. Jim Henderson struck out
Yasiel Puig and got Thompson on a foul pop
with the tying runs on base in the eighth.
Jeurys Familia got three outs for his 11th save
in 11 chances. Kazmir (2-3) gave up four runs
and six hits in 5 2/3 innings.

BLUE JAYS 3, GIANTS 1
Edwin Encarnacion hit a two-run homer,

Aaron Sanchez struck out five over seven
innings, and the Blue Jays beat the Giants in
their first visit to AT&T Park in nearly three
years. Encarnacion connected in the third off
Jake Peavy (1-4),  who has given up five
homers in his last two outings and lost his
third straight start. Toronto had gone back-to-
back games without a home run for the third
time this season, but Encarnacion’s deep
third-inning drive into the left-field bleachers
kept the Blue Jays from doing so in three
straight for the first time since Sept 26-28,
2014. Sanchez (3-1) allowed one run and
three hits and walked one in a strong 105-
pitch performance.—AP 

MLB Results/Standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Baltimore 18 12 .600 -       
Boston 19 13 .594 -       
Toronto 17 17 .500 3       
Tampa Bay 15 15 .500 3       
NY Yankees 12 18 .400 6       

Central Division
Chicago White Sox 23 10 .697 -       
Cleveland 15 14 .517 6       
Kansas City 15 16 .484 7       
Detroit 14 17 .452 8       
Minnesota 8 23 .258 14      

Western Division
Seattle 19 13 .594 -       
Texas 18 15 .545 1.5   
Oakland 14 19 .424 5.5   
LA Angels 13 18 .419 5.5   
Houston 13 20 .394 6.5   

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 20 11 .645 -       
Washington 20 12 .625 0.5   
Philadelphia 18 14 .563 2.5   
Miami 17 14 .548 3       
Atlanta 7 23 .233 12.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 24 6 .800 -       
Pittsburgh 17 15 .531 8       
St. Louis 16 16 .500 9       
Cincinnati 14 19 .424 11.5  
Milwaukee 13 19 .406 12      

Western Division
San Francisco 17 17 .500 -       
LA Dodgers 16 16 .500 -       
Arizona 16 18 .471 1       
Colorado 15 17 .469 1       
San Diego 13 19 .406 3       

Washington 5, Detroit 4; NY Yankees 6, Kansas City 3; Miami 4, Milwaukee 1; Boston 14, Oakland 7; Cincinnati 3,
Pittsburgh 2; Chicago White Sox 8, Texas 4 (12 innings); Houston 7, Cleveland 1; Arizona 10, Colorado 5; NY Mets
4, LA Dodgers 2; Seattle 5, Tampa Bay 2; Toronto 3, San Francisco 1.

Nationals overpower Detroit Tigers

LOS ANGELES: New York Mets’ Juan Lagares (left) and Curtis Granderson celebrates after the Mets defeated the Los Angeles Dodgers 4-2 in a baseball game on Monday, May 9, 2016. — AP 

ARLINGTON: Rougned Odor #12 of the Texas Rangers slides into third base after hitting a
triple against the Chicago White Sox in the bottom of the eighth inning at Globe Life Park
on May 9, 2016 in Arlington, Texas. — AFP 


