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PORTLAND: Golden State Warriors center Andrew Bogut (top) and Portland Trail Blazers guard Gerald Henderson (bottom) dive for a loose ball during the first half of Game 4 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff
series on Monday, May 9, 2016. —  AP 

LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry returned from injury to
deliver an overtime performance for the ages Monday,
scoring 17 points in the extra session to lift Golden State
to a 132-125 win over Portland in game four of their
playoff series. Curry reminded everyone why he is the
reigning league MVP, coming off the bench to finish with
40 points in 37 minutes of playing time as the Warriors
moved to within one victory of the NBA Western
Conference finals.  Curry, who sat out the past four post-
season games with a knee injury, bagged all but four of
Golden State’s overtime points as he outscored the Trail
Blazers by himself in the extra session. “It took me a
while to get in the groove but it finally happened,” said
Curry, who also had nine rebounds and eight assists.

Warrior coach Steve Kerr started his news confer-
ence Monday by joking, “Steph will start on Wednesday
night”, referring to game five. Kerr said he expected to
have to limit Curry’s minutes Monday to about 25.  But

after watching the way Curry rallied the troops, he
threw that plan out the window. “The guy has played
one game in three weeks,” Kerr said. “I expected a lot of
rust. Nobody could have predicted that explosion. “I
figured he would find his stroke and make a few shots,
but that was crazy.” Curry didn’t enter the game until
halfway through the first quarter, with the Warriors
trailing 16-2 in front of a crowd of 19,500 at Portland’s
Moda Center arena. “I been through a lot in the last
three weeks,” Curry said. “A lot of people helped me to
come back and play.”Klay Thompson scored 23 points
and Draymond Green collected 21 points, nine
rebounds, seven blocked shots and five assists for the
Warriors.  Damian Lillard scored 36 points and handed
out 10 assists, CJ McCollum added 24 points, and Al-
Farouq Aminu chipped in 18 points and 13 rebounds for
the Blazers, who will attempt to extend the series by
winning Wednesday at Oracle Arena.

Curry scored the Warriors’ first 12 points of overtime
for a 123-118 lead with 1:51 to go. Harrison Barnes’
fastbreak layup extended the lead to 125-118 with
1:23 to play.  Lillard made a pair of free throws to cut
the difference to 125-120 with 1:18 to go, but Curry
drained another three-pointer and it was 128-120 with
65 seconds left. The Blazers got no closer than seven
points the rest of the way.  

Meanwhile in the Eastern Conference game
Monday, Dwyane Wade scored 30 points and had a
clutch steal and dunk in overtime as the Miami Heat
evened their second-round playoff series with a 94-87
win over Toronto.  “This is one heck of a series,” Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “Was there any doubt this
was going to overtime?” The Heat stepped it up in
overtime as Joe Johnson blocked two shots, Justise
Winslow produced a tip-in basket and Goran Dragic
had a key layup as Miami levelled the best-of-seven

series at two games each.  “That is just him being D
Wade,” Dragic said. 

“Unbelievable. He is unstoppable.” Game five is
Wednesday in Toronto, where Wade will be public ene-
my number one after Toronto fans accused the Chicago
native of being disrespectful in game three for shoot-
ing baskets during the Canadian national anthem.  On
Monday, Wade tied the score with 12 seconds left by
driving to the rim for a basket. Toronto had a chance to
ice the victory in regulation but Cory Joseph missed a
15-foot jump shot at the buzzer in front of a crowd of
19,600 fans at Miami’s AmericanAirlines arena. Toronto,
who played without injured center Jonas Valanciunas,
got scoring from some unexpected sources - 14 points
each from DeMarre Carroll  and Joseph. Bismack
Biyombo started in place of Valanciunas and tallied a
double-double with 13 points and 13 rebounds.
Valanciunas is out for the rest of the series. — AFP 

Curry breathes new life into Warriors 
Wade powers Heat past Raptors in overtime

JAKARTA: As former Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho mulls his next
move, an unlikely suitor has emerged in the form of the beleaguered
Indonesian national team, which is banned from international foot-
ball. Indonesian Sports Minster Imam Nahrawi has announced that
he wants Mourinho, who has been out of work since December after
being sacked by Chelsea, to train the country’s national side.
Mourinho has been widely linked to Manchester United where Louis
van Gaal has spent most of the season under siege, but Nahrawi
hopes the 53-year-old Portuguese might pick sun-kissed, tropical
Indonesia over chilly northwest England. “This has been discussed
with President Joko Widodo,” Nahrawi was quoted as saying by state-
run news agency Antara on Monday in Jakarta.

However Nahrawi conceded that it was “not an easy thing to do”,
particularly given the high cost of hiring Mourinho. In addition,
Mourinho would be landed with a team that currently cannot even
compete internationally after FIFA suspended Indonesia in May last
year over allegations of government interference. The crisis began
when the government sought to remove the football association
due to a row over which teams could participate in the country’s top
league, and the domestic game ground to a halt soon afterwards.

An interim league kicked off at the end of last month, but authori-
ties and the football association are still at loggerheads and the FIFA
suspension remains in place. The national side is ranked 185th by
FIFA. If efforts to net Mourinho fails, Indonesia has a plan B-they will
go after Chelsea’s interim manager, Guus Hiddink. “Hiddink costs a
little less,” Nahrawi said. The approach to Mourinho came after
Indonesia last month threw its hat into the ring to host the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup, despite the FIFA ban. The Indonesian proposition is the
second unusual offer for Mourinho in recent times after war-ravaged
Syria sounded him out about managing their national team.
Mourinho insisted he would be back in management by summer-but
not with Syria. — AFP 
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LOS ANGELES: The Nashville
Predators and Dallas Stars stayed
alive in the NHL playoffs with a pair
of hard-fought victories on Monday
to send both second round Western
Conference series to a game seven.
Kari Lehtonen stopped 35 shots to
lead Dallas to a 3-2 win over the St
Louis Blues in game six of their best-
of-seven series. “We took advantage
of some early opportunities,” Stars
coach Lindy Ruff said. “We got the
start we wanted.” The Stars’ win tied
the series at three games each and
forces a deciding game seven
Wednesday in the Lone Star state to
see who will punch their ticket to
the NHL semi-finals.

In the other West series in
Nashville, Tennessee, Swedish for-
ward Viktor Arvidsson scored just
2:03 into the extra session as the
Predators sank the San Jose Sharks
4-3 in a tight series in which the
home team has won all six games. St
Louis is seeking to reach their first
NHL semi-final since 2001 while
Dallas got to the final four in 2008.
The Blues will be playing their sec-
ond game seven in this year’s play-
offs, having eliminated the defend-

ing Stanley Cup champion Chicago
Blackhawks in round one.

Trailing 3-0 after the first period,
the Blues scored once in the second
period and then cut the lead to 3-2
on a goal by Patrik Berglund off a
pass from Jori Lehtera at 8:59 of the
third period. St Louis was done in by
their poor start to Monday’s game.
Dallas scored on two of their first
three shots on goal, with Mattias
Janmark and Vernon Fiddler getting
the goals just 20 seconds apart in
the first five minutes of the opening
period. Fiddler was celebrating his
36th birthday. Jason Spezza
increased the lead to 3-0 with a pow-
er-play goal at 16:49 after Troy
Brouwer was called for cross-check-
ing. It was the first goal of the series
for Canadian Spezza and only the
Stars’ second power-play goal in 17
opportunities in the series.

The Blues pulled goalie Jake
Allen with 1:48 to go for an extra
attacker but could not beat
Lehtonen for the tying goal. The
Blues outshot the Stars 37-14 over-
all, including a 14-2 in the third
period. Meanwhile in Nashville,
Miika Salomaki sent Ar vidsson

down the left wing and the Swede
backhanded a perfect shot to the
top corner past goaltender Martin
Jones. It was Arvidsson’s first playoff
goal. Jones made 28 stops for San
Jose, while Pekka Rinne saved 15 of

18 shots. Game seven is Thursday
night in San Jose. It was the series’
second overtime win for Nashville,
which captured game four on Mike
Fisher’s goal at 11:12 of the third
overtime. — AFP 

ST LOUIS: Alexander Steen #20 of the St Louis Blues beats Radek Faksa
#12 of the Dallas Stars to the puck in Game Six of the Western
Conference Second Round during the 2016 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs on
May 9, 2016. — AFP 
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