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Color me!

The Colosseum or Coliseum, also
known as the Flavian
Amphitheatre is an oval amphithe-

atre in the centre of the city of Rome,
Italy. Built of concrete and sand, it is the
largest amphitheatre ever built. The
Colosseum is situated just east of the
Roman Forum. Construction began
under the emperor Vespasian in AD 72,
and was completed in AD 80 under his
successor and heir Titus. 

The Colosseum could hold, it is esti-
mated, between 50,000 and 80,000 spec-
tators, having an average audience of
some 65,000; it was used for gladiatorial
contests and public spectacles such as
mock sea battles, animal hunts, execu-
tions, re-enactments of famous battles,
and dramas based on Classical mytholo-
gy. The building ceased to be used for
entertainment in the early medieval era.
It was later reused for such purposes as
housing, workshops, quarters for a reli-
gious order, a fortress, a quarry, etc.

Although partially ruined because of
damage caused by earthquakes and
stone-robbers, the Colosseum is still an
iconic symbol of Imperial Rome. It is one
of Rome’s most popular tourist attractions
. The Colosseum is also depicted on the
Italian version of the five-cent euro coin.

The Colosseum’s original Latin name
was Amphitheatrum Flavium, often
anglicized as Flavian Amphitheater. The
building was constructed by emperors
of the Flavian dynasty, following the
reign of Nero. This name is still used in
modern English, but generally the struc-
ture is better known as the Colosseum. 

The Colosseum underwent several
radical changes of use during the
medieval period. By the late 6th century
a small chapel had been built into the
structure of the amphitheater, though
this apparently did not confer any partic-
ular religious significance on the build-
ing as a whole. The arena was converted
into a cemetery. The numerous vaulted
spaces in the arcades under the seating
were converted into housing and work-
shops, and are recorded as still being
rented out as late as the 12th century.
Severe damage was inflicted on the
Colosseum by the great earthquake in
1349, causing the outer south side, lying
on a less stable alluvial terrain, to col-
lapse. Much of the tumbled stone was
reused to build palaces, churches, hospi-
tals and other buildings elsewhere in
Rome. A religious order moved into the
northern third of the Colosseum in the
mid-14th century and continued to
inhabit it until as late as the early 19th
century. The interior of the amphitheater
was extensively stripped of stone, which
was reused elsewhere, or (in the case of
the marble faÁade) was burned to make
quicklime. The bronze clamps which

held the stonework together were pried
or hacked out of the walls, leaving
numerous pockmarks which still scar the
building today.

In recent years the Colosseum has
become a symbol of the international
campaign against capital punishment,
which was abolished in Italy in 1948.
Several anti-death penalty demonstra-
tions took place in front of the
Colosseum in 2000. Since that time, as a
gesture against the death penalty, the
local authorities of Rome change the col-
or of the Colosseum’s night time illumi-
nation from white to gold whenever a
person condemned to the death penalty
anywhere in the world gets their sen-
tence commuted or is released, or if a
jurisdiction abolishes the death penalty.
Most recently, the Colosseum was illumi-
nated in gold in November 2012 follow-
ing the abolishment of capital punish-
ment in the American state of
Connecticut in April 2012. 

Because of the ruined state of the
interior, it is impractical to use the
Colosseum to host large events; only a
few hundred spectators can be accom-
modated in temporary seating. However,
much larger concerts have been held just
outside, using the Colosseum as a back-
drop. Performers who have played at the
Colosseum in recent years have included
Ray Charles (May 2002), Paul McCartney
(May 2003), Elton John (September
2005), and Billy Joel (July 2006).

The Colosseum was used to host
gladiatorial shows as well as a variety of
other events. Another popular type of
show was the animal hunt. This utilized a
great variety of wild beasts, mainly
imported from Africa and the Middle
East, and included creatures such as rhi-
noceros, hippopotamuses, elephants,
giraffes, aurochs, wisents, Barbary lions,
panthers, leopards, bears, Caspian tigers,
crocodiles and ostriches. Battles and
hunts were often staged amid elaborate
sets with movable trees and buildings.
Other performances would also take
place by acrobats and magicians, typical-
ly during the intervals.

The Colosseum today is now a major
tourist attraction in Rome with thou-
sands of tourists each year paying to
view the interior arena, though entrance
for citizens of the European Union (EU) is
partially subsidised, and entrance is free
for EU citizens under eighteen or over
sixty-five years of age. There is now a
museum dedicated to Eros located in
the upper floor of the outer wall of the
building. Part of the arena floor has been
re-floored. Beneath the Colosseum, a
network of subterranean passageways
once used to transport wild animals and
gladiators to the arena opened to the
public in summer 2010.

The Colosseum

What You Need:
* A collection of leaves from outside
* White paper
* Stack of heavy books
* Heavy paper
* Glue

Instructions:
1. Collect many types of leaves. The Fall season is perfect for the
most beautiful colors of leaves.
2. Lay the leaves between sheets of paper.
3. Lay a heavy stack of books on the paper and press for one
week.
4. Glue the leaves onto sheets of heavy paper for a wonderful
collection of leaves that will last a very long time!
Try to identify the leaves you collect and try to do some
research as well!

Make a Leaf Collection
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• Russia has a larger surface area than Pluto.
• Oxford University is older than the Aztec Empire.
• France was still executing people by the guillotine
when Star Wars: A New Hope hit the theatres.
• Nintendo was originally a trading card company.
• If the sun were the size of a white blood cell then the
Milky Way galaxy would be the size of United States.
• There are more stars in space than there are grains of
sand on every beach in the world.
• For every human on Earth there are 1.6 million ants.
• An eagle can kill a young deer and get away with it.
• A flock of crows is called a murder.D
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KIDS RECIPES

What You Need:
• Pretzels
• Semi-sweet chocolate chips
• Bowl
• Cookie sheet
• Wax paper

Instructions:
1. Melt chocolate chips in a microwave safe bowl.
2. Remove bowl from microwave and dip pretzels into chocolate,
making sure that they are covered. This is easiest to do using a fork.
3. Place pretzels on a cookie sheet lined with wax paper.
4. Put cookie sheet in the refrigerator until chocolate covered pret-
zels harden.

CHOCOLATE COVERED PRETZELS


