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There will be no shortage of movie star royalty at the
Cannes film festival, but the true queens of this year’s red
carpet will be “Twilight” megastar turned indie darling

Kristen Stewart and French film siren Marion Cotillard. Both
actresses are sweeping into the French resort town with two
films in the official selection. Cotillard, 40, who has become a
transatlantic celebrity with an Oscar and several Hollywood
blockbusters under her belt, will appear in two films in the run-
ning for the top prize, the Palme d’Or.

In “From the Land of the Moon”, set just after World War II,
Cotillard stars as a woman caught in an unhappy marriage who
falls in love again. She also stars in “It’s Only the End of the World”
by French Canadian wunderkind Xavier Dolan, about a  writer
who returns home to tell his family he is dying. While Cotillard was
the first French actress since 1960 to win America’s highest acting
award in 2008, Kristen Stewart became the first American actress
ever to win France’s equivalent, the Cesar, in 2015, for her support-
ing role in 

‘Clouds of Sils Maria’
Stewart, 26, became a celebrity icon for an entire generation as

Bella in the blockbuster vampire romance-thriller trilogy “Twilight”
but has gained a reputation for taking on passion projects, some-
times for little pay. “I take part in successful productions to facili-
tate the existence of more modest films,” she told France’s Le
Monde magazine. This year she appears in the out-of-competition
opening film, Woody Allen’s “Cafe Society”, about a young couple
who fall in love in 1930s Hollywood.

She is also starring in “Personal Shopper”, a ghost story set in
the Paris fashion world which is in the running for the Palme d’Or,
teaming up again with “Sils Maria” director, France’s Olivier
Assayas. Stewart, a Los Angeles native, was first discovered by a
talent scout who spotted her in a school play at the age of eight.
Her breakout role came opposite Jodie Foster in the 2002 thriller
“Panic Room” and at 17 her career rocketed into the stratosphere
when she landed the role of Bella Swan in “Twilight”. Her relation-
ship with “Twilight” co-star Robert Pattinson made her a tabloid
favorite, particularly after she was pictured cheating on him with
then-married director Rupert Sanders in 2012.

Up-and-comers 
The festival will also feature young up-and-comers with plenty

of celebrity blood in their veins, Lily-Rose Depp and Elle Fanning.
With parents like Hollywood superstar Johnny Depp and French
singer and actress Vanessa Paradis, Lily-Rose was never going to
fly under the radar, and the 16-year-old has already turned to act-
ing and become the teenage face of Chanel. She makes her
Cannes debut as legendary American dance prodigy Isadora
Duncan in “La Danseuse” (The Dancer) which will be shown in the
“Un Certain Regard” section of the festival.

The young Depp made her cinema debut alongside her
famous father in Kevin Smith’s 2014 horror comedy “Tusk”. She
also stars in the upcoming French drama “Planetarium” alongside
Natalie Portman. Another Cannes teen star is American actress
Ellie Fanning, 18, who features in Danish director Nicolas Winding
Refn’s horror thriller “The Neon Demon” about cannibalistic mod-
els. The film is being shown in competition and is Refn’s first at
Cannes since his “Only God Forgives” was booed three years ago. 

Elle Fanning is the younger sister of former child star Dakota
Fanning. Her ascent into stardom began when she was just two
years old, playing a younger version of her sister’s character in the
2001 Michelle Pfeiffer/Sean Penn film “I am Sam”. She has also
appeared in Sofia Coppola’s “Somewhere” and Francis Ford
Coppola’s “Twixt”.

Dunst on jury duty 
Another Cannes queen is American film star Kirsten Dunst, one

of four women on the nine-member jury who will decide who
wins the Palme d’Or, the top prize at the world’s most prestigious
film festival. Dunst, 34, lifted the best actress award at Cannes five
years ago for her part in Lars von Trier’s “Melancholia”. Like some of
her fellow Cannes royalty, she was a child star before building a
glittering career by mixing arthouse hits like “Interview with the
Vampire” and “The Virgin Suicides” with the “Spider-Man” films. She
will soon be seen  in “Woodshock”, a first foray into film-making for
Los Angeles fashion designers Kate and Laura Mulleavy. — AFP

Kristen Stewart, Marion Cotillard:
Queens of Cannes 2016

This combination of file pictures created on April 14, 2016 shows (from top left) New Zealand-born Australian
actor Russell Crowe, South African and US actress Charlize Theron, US actress Kristen Stewart, French actor
Vincent Cassel, French actress Adele Exarchopoulos, French actress Juliette Binoche, French actress Marion
Cotillard, Spanish actor Javier Bardem, French actress Adele Haenel, Canadian actor Ryan Gosling, French actress
Lea Seydoux, US actor Adam Driver, Italian actress and director Valeria Bruni Tedeschi, French actor Fabrice
Luchini, French actress Isabelle Huppert. — AFP

Russell Crowe was preparing on set to shoot Ridley Scott’s
2010 epic “Robin Hood” when word reached him that his
co-star, stage and screen legend William Hurt, was freaking

out. Crowe rushed to the side of his fellow Oscar winner, who had
been hired to play William Marshal, first earl of Pembroke, but was
in emotional turmoil over his inability to get into character. “I real-
ized he simply just wanted to know what we were doing. So I
started to talk to him about his character and he didn’t realize his
character was an actual historical figure of great importance,”
Crowe recalled.

“So I just started to go out to my trailer and bring him pages
and pages of research, and things to think about and talk about.
We had a 25- to 30-minute conversation in a car park.” The chat,
said Crowe, was transformative: Hurt found his mojo and cast
aside his worries to give one of his best performances and
become an inspiration to the cast.   Crowe, a veteran of more
than 40 movies, recounted this episode not to show off, but to
demonstrate that teamwork is one of the most important
aspects of the job.

Perhaps he was showing off a little.  The star was warming up
toward the end of a roundtable interview to promote comedy-
thriller “The Nice Guys,” and appeared to be enjoying himself.
Crowe won a best actor Oscar in 2000 for “Gladiator” and followed
it with a BAFTA and Golden Globe for his stunning portrayal of
schizophrenic mathematician John Nash in “A Beautiful Mind.” 

‘Illiterate plonker’ 
Still one of the most recognizable actors in the world, the

famously short-tempered Hollywood A-lister cuts an intimidating
figure, despite being polite and jovial. Even at his fighting weight,
the lifelong smoker is a stocky six-footer (1.8 meters) but now,
aged 52, he doesn’t look like he’s paused at the salads and soups
section of the menu for a good number of years. Crowe has gen-
erated his fair share of negative headlines through a number of
public altercations, and is famously sensitive about criticism.

He enthused about how much the cast and crew of his latest
movie care about their craft but then, unprompted, seamlessly
turned what ought to have been a positive point into an
unquotably sweary swipe at his critics. Catherine Shoard, a film
writer from the London-based Guardian newspaper, recalled
being upbraided for her lukewarm review of “Les Miserables” by
an irate Crowe, who tweeted that she was “an illiterate plonker.” “It
made me like him more: here is a man of passion and engage-
ment, unafraid to speak out,” she wrote, despite describing him as
having “the heart of a soppy 11-year-old girl inside the body of a
50-year-old bruiser.”

Born in New Zealand, Crowe has lived in his beloved Australia
since he was a small child and owns a $10 million house in Sydney
as well as a 790-acre (320-hectare) country estate. From modest
beginnings in a Wellington suburb, he has done rather well and,

unlike many of his contemporaries, has never really suffered a fal-
low period in a career studded with blockbusters.

Deep connection 
There was little need for the father of two to risk tying himself

to “The Nice Guys,” a smart but obscure private eye story-part noir
thriller, part laugh-a-minute farce-set in the smog of 1970s Los
Angeles. Crowe revealed he had planned to turn down the role of
battle-scarred enforcer Jackson Healy by getting director Shane
Black drunk and letting him down gently. But he quickly changed
his mind after discovering the filmmaker doesn’t drink-and that
he had persuaded Ryan Gosling to join the movie, which gets its
US release through Warner Bros. on May 20.

The chemistry between the pair elevates “The Nice Guys” from
a clever piece of counter programming for moviegoers who aren’t
interested in superheroes into an early contender for Oscars. “Ryan
is a cineaste, he has a knowledge of the history of film,” Crowe
said. “So if you’re seeing things in his performance that feel like it
stretches between Harold Lloyd and Gene Wilder... he knows
where he’s going with that stuff.” “The Nice Guys” sees Crowe shar-
ing his first scenes with Kim Basinger since they co-starred in
another noir thriller 19 years ago.

“The relationship we had on ‘LA Confidential’ was so intimate,
the scenes we had to do were so intimate. We connected so
deeply and I loved it,” Crowe said. But he added that the pair have
not spoken for more than a decade and that their relationship on
“The Nice Guys” was “not the same thing-it’s not like we were con-
nected the same way we were in that film.”— AFP

Team player Russell Crowe

shines in private eye bromance

This file photo shows actor/director Russell Crowe attends
the premiere of ‘The Water Diviner’ at the TCL Chinese
Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP

An army of workers built giant screens and tested spotlights
in Cannes yesterday as the rich and famous were set to
invade the French Riviera town for two weeks of film and

fun-all under maximum security. A lone cleaner painstakingly
mopped the staircase to the Palais des Festivals, the main venue
for the world’s top film festival, before the red carpet is unrolled to
welcome a host of Hollywood stars when the cinema extravagan-
za gets underway tonight.

“Is this where the red carpet goes? Really?” an excited Chinese
tourist breathlessly asks a fellow traveller, joining dozens others
walking up and down the Croisette beach strip snapping selfies.
The population of the picturesque Mediterranean town is set to
nearly triple to some 200,000 people as film producers, industry
workers, actors and tourists roll in to soak up the glamour, sell
films, network and party. The 69th Cannes film festival has created
a security headache worthy of a movie script for French authori-
ties who have highlighted an unprecedented terror threat six
months after a series of attacks left 130 people dead in Paris.

“We must keep in mind as we prepare to open this festival,
that we are faced with a risk which has never been as high, and
faced with an enemy determined to strike us at any moment,”
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said on a visit to Cannes
Monday. As a result an “extraordinary mobilization” of security
forces has been put in place, with 400 private security agents
deployed around the Palais des Festivals to control who goes in
and out and check the bags of those entering. Cazeneuve said
bomb experts would carry out daily sweeps before film screen-
ings at the venue. Hundreds more police officers and specialized
units will be on duty in the city, whose lure for the rich and famous
makes it equally attractive to jewelry thieves-with several multi-
million dollar heists in recent years.

Balancing security and fun 
Just along the coast from Nice on the French Riviera, Cannes is

home to 500 CCTV cameras, making it the most closely monitored
town in France, said mayor David Lisnard. He dismissed concerns
that the tight security will throw a wet blanket over the parties,
glitter and glamour of the event. “Do you think an attack brings
merriment? We have succeeded in preserving the festival atmos-
phere. The public will be at the foot of the (red-carpeted) steps. All
the parties will be authorized, but, security must be taken care of,”

he told AFP. “Cannes must be protected not because of the cock-
tail parties, but because it is a professional event of a high level
which brings honor to France.” Last month elite police forces
staged a simulated terror attack at the Palais des Festivals, where
the films in the running for the main Palme d’Or prize are shown.
As part of the tight security, air and sea exclusion zones have been
declared, as well as a ban on drones, and Lisnard has said random
searches will be conducted in the streets of Cannes.

Will rain soak red carpet?
The film festival is likely to get off to a rain-drenched start with

a downpour predicted for Wednesday night when Woody Allen’s
“Cafe Society” starring Kristen Stewart will open the event. The
movie, about a young couple who fall in love in 1930s Hollywood,
is being screened out of competition. With the clock ticking down
to festival time, cranes, production trucks and construction equip-
ment lined the Croisette where seaside dancefloors were ham-
mered into place, and a giant screen erected on the beach.

In the Cannes port, crew members scrubbed and shined the
sleek yachts where many of the festival’s parties take place.
Several billionaires have parked their superyachts along the
Riviera for the festival: Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen’s “Octopus”
was in Nice and director Steven Spielberg’s “Seven Seas” in
Antibes, according to Forbes.com. Among the stars expected on
the red carpet during the festival are Julia Roberts, Jodi Foster,
Sean Penn, Robert De Niro, Kirsten Dunst, Charlize Theron and
George Clooney. — AFP

Cannes to award
Truffaut’s muse 

honorary Palme d’Or

Jean-Pierre Leaud, the actor regarded by French New Wave
great Francois Truffaut as his double, is to be given an
honorary Palme d’Or, the organisers of the Cannes film

festival said yesterday on the eve of its opening. Leaud, 71,
made his debut at Cannes at just 14 in 1959 in Truffaut’s semi-
autobiographical masterpiece “The 400 Blows”, with the direc-
tor later admitting that the actor was effectively playing him.

He later went on to star in other Truffaut classics such as
“Stolen Kisses” and “Bed and Board”. But the director’s untime-
ly death aged 54 in 1984 was a disaster for the actor who was
so closely associated with the master.  “Jean-Pierre Leaud is
part of Cannes legend,” the festival said in a statement. “His
spontaneity was representative of the wind of freedom that
the French New Wave brought to cinema.” Although Leaud
also worked with the other great New Wave director Jean-Luc
Godard, his career never quite recovered. The Palme d’Or is
the highest prize at Cannes and will be awarded just before
the close of the festival on May 22.-AFP

Finishing touches to Cannes 
before red carpet unfurls

In this July 9, 2015 file photo, singer-songwriter James
Taylor performs in concert at the Giant Center in Hershey,
Pa. — AP

Taylor to donate 

money to fire-ravaged

Fort McMurray
James Taylor is using his music to help people evacuated from a
huge wildfire in Canada. The “Carolina in My Mind” singer has
turned two Alberta concerts next month into benefits. Proceeds
from tickets to his shows in Calgary on June 7 and Edmonton on
June 8 will be donated to the Canadian Red Cross to help victims
of what Taylor says is a major national catastrophe that’s just
impossible to ignore. “It’s really a part of human nature to respond
to things like this by wanting to lend a hand if you can. You’d like
to feel as though people would be there for you if you were in a
similar situation,” Taylor told The Associated Press by phone on
Monday.

Taylor says the idea came from conversations with his
Canadian manager Sam Feldman as he arrived for a 15-concert
tour of Canadian cities over the next month. He said the two
shows would raise “at least a quarter of a million, maybe a
$100,000 more than that.” —AP

This file photo shows French actor Jean-Pierre Leaud smil-
ing as he arrives for the screening of the film ‘The Search’
at the 67th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
southern France. — AFP

Workers install a part of the red carpet yesterday at the Festival Palace in Cannes, on the eve of the beginning of
the 69th Cannes film festival. — AFP photos

A picture taken yesterday  in Cannes shows a statue
holding a golden palm two days ahead of the 69th
Cannes film festival.


